
 
COLLEGE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL  
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

      Thursday, April 2, 2026 7:00 PM 
                 Hybrid Meeting (In-Person or via Zoom) 

 
 

 

General Meeting Information 
College Township offers both in-person and virtual meeting attendance for all public meetings. To attend in-
person, meetings will be held at 1481 E. College Avenue, State College PA, 16801, 2nd floor meeting room. To 
attend virtually, please see the information below.   

To Attend the LIVE Meeting Via Zoom on Computer or Smart Phone:  

• Click HERE to REGISTER for the meeting via Zoom. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the meeting. See the College Township website at 
www.collegetownship.org for detailed instructions on how to participate via zoom.  

Written public comments, for specific agenda items, may be submitted until 12:00 noon the day of the meeting 
by emailing admin@collegetownship.org. 

College Township is committed to making meetings accessible to everyone. If you require an accommodation or 
service to fully participate, please contact admin@collegetownship.org or 814-231-3021. 
 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS:   2026 COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:  
Susan Trainor, Chair ............................ COG Executive Committee 
                                                                      COG Public Safety 
Tracey Mariner, Vice Chair .................. COG Human Resources Committee  
   CT Local Traffic Advisory Committee (LTAC) 
   Centre Area Cable Consortium  
Eric Bernier .......................................... COG Land Use & Community Infrastructure Committee (LUCI) 
                                                                      CC Metropolitan Planning Organization Coordinating Committee (CCMPO) 
Rich Francke ........................................ COG Finance Committee 
   COG Parks & Recreation Governance Committee 
                                                                      COG Parks Capital 
        COG Facilities 
Gretchen Brandt .................................. COG Climate Action & Sustainability Committee (CAS) 
                                                                      Spring Creek Watershed Commission Delegate 
                                                                      CT Industrial Development Authority Liaison (CTIDA)   
  

 

PUBLIC HEARING – CONDITIONAL USE IN I-1 DISTRICT 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

PH-1 Conditional Use – Legacy Boxing & Combat Academy 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

ADJOURN 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/s5Ryf2_zTqSBVFWNsstQig
http://www.collegetownship.org/
mailto:admin@collegetownship.org
mailto:admin@collegetownship.org
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COLLEGE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING 

 

CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

PUBLIC OPEN  

DISCUSSION: For any item not on this agenda. Please limit comments to five minutes. 
 

NEW  

AGENDA ITEMS:  Majority vote of Council required to add business item(s) to the agenda. 

 

SPECIAL 

PRESENTATION:         SP-1 Centre Safe – Jennifer Pencek, Executive Director      

                        

PLANS:                 P-1 None              

             

REPORTS:                       

a. Manager’s Update 

b. COG Regional, County, and Liaison Reports 

c. Staff/P.C./Other Committee Reports  

d. Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Belonging Reports (Public invited to report) 

 To review CT’s DEIB Calendar, please scan:  
  

CONSENT AGENDA:  CA-1 Minutes 

CA-2 Correspondence 

CA-3 Action Items 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  OB-1 Conditional Use Request – Legacy Boxing & Combat Academy  

     (Discussion/Action)    L. Schoch 

 

 OB-2 PSU Signage – Ordinance Amendments      

     (Discussion/Set Public Hearing)  L. Schoch  

 

 OB-3 Shiloh Rd. Corridor Partnership Agreement     

    (Discussion/Action)    A. Brumbaugh 

        

   

NEW BUSINESS:         NB-1 Thompson Woods Preserve  

     a. Forest Restoration Plan Update   

     b. Intermunicipal Agreement       
    (Discussion/Action)    M. Bloom 

   

 

STAFF  

INFORMATIVES:          SI-1 UAJA Executive Director’s Report 

          SI-2 Traffic Signal Reports  

 

                             

COUNCIL/STAFF OTHER MATTERS (Informational Only) 

 

ADJOURNMENT 



 
 
 

              COUNCIL CONSENT AGENDA 

April 2, 2026 
 

 

 

CA-1 Minutes, Approval of   

a. March 19, 2026 – College Township Council Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

 

CA-2 Correspondence, Receipt/Approval of 

a. Email from Jeanne Boggie dated March 21, 2026, regarding Casino 

b. Email from John Pitterle dated March 21, 2026, regarding Casino 

c. Email from Bob Booz dated March 21, 2026, regarding Casino  

d. Email from Joan Nessler dated March 21, 2026, regarding Casino  

e. Email from Peggy Myers dated March 21, 2026, regarding Casino 

f. Email from Andrew Shaffer dated March 21, 2026, regarding Casino 

g. Email from Mary Jane Stout dated March 22, 2026, regarding Casino 

h. Email from Nancy Cord-Baran dated March 22, 2026, regarding Casino 

i. Email from Stahl Sheaffer dated March 26, 2026, regarding an extension for the  

PAM State College subdivision plan to July 4, 2026 

 

 

   CA-3  Action Item, Approval 

a. Proclamation P-26-04 – Recognizing April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month  

b. Letter of support for Centre Care grant application 

c. Request for support of 7th Annual Juneteenth Art Exhibition & Block Party  

d. Mid-State Literacy Council request for support of Community Spelling Bee  

e. Letter from Community Diversity Group dated March 28, 2026, requesting support for the 

Community Diversity Conference 
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Centre Safe
Supporting Victims and Survivors

SP-1 



Our history

Founded in 1975 — Centre County 

Women’s Resource Center

Expanded our location in 2000

Name change in 2018

Our 3 locations

SP-1 



Core valuesVisionMission

Empower survivors of sexual 
violence, relationship 

violence, and stalking to 
work toward the elimination 

of such violence.

Safety, equality, and respect 
for all individuals and a 

community free of 
relationship and sexual 

violence.

-Trauma-informed and 
client-centered services.

-Challenge structural 
inequalities and 

oppressions.
-Enhance and value 

resources.

SP-1 



Emergency
Shelter

Legal 
Advocacy

Medical
Advocacy

24-Hour
Hotline

Protection
Orders

Confidential, Free, Professional

Crisis Services
SP-1 



Confidential, Free, Professional

Outreach & 
Education

Supervised 
Visitation & 

Custody 
Exchanges

Housing

Counseling 
& Advocacy

Support 
Groups

Ongoing Services
SP-1 



1 in 4 women 1 in 7 men
Have experienced severe physical 

violence by an intimate partner during 
their lifetime

Every 68 seconds, a person living in 

the U.S. is sexually assaulted—on average, there 

are 463,634 victims every year.

More than 3 women and 1 man are 
murdered by their intimate partners 

in the U.S. every day

SP-1 



What is 
Sexual Violence? 

SP-1 



ABOUT ABUSE

Cycle of Violence

A perpetrator or victim can be any race, age, gender, sexuality, 
religion, education level, or economic status

It is a pattern of behaviors used by a partner to maintain power 
and control over another partner in an intimate (or former) or 

familial relationship

What is Domestic Violence? 
SP-1 



SP-1 



POWER AND CONTROL

• Tactics abusers use to gain power and control

• Create feelings of confusion, fear, anger, and 

isolation in the victim

• Multiple forms of abuse are usually present at 

the same time

• This makes leaving abusers difficult and 

dangerous

Domestic Abuse Intervention Project

Duluth, MN

SP-1 



Barriers to leaving

Isolation

Religion

Unaware of options/lack of resources

Hope for change

Children

Love

On average, it takes 7-12 
attempts to leave an 
abusive relationship.

Leaving does NOT 
ensure safety.

SP-1 



Impact on 
mental health

Feelings of shame or guilt

Social isolation or withdrawal

Flashbacks or nightmares

Anxiety

Depression

PTSD

Sleeping or eating disorders

Avoidance, phobias

Substance abuse

Suicidal thoughts or actions

SP-1 



How do we make it work?

Our dedication Our partnerships Our community

to the elimination of 
violence and the 
empowerment of 

survivors.

with PCADV, PCAR, 
United Way, and 

others.

who believe in our 
mission, seek our 

services, and want 
to get involved.

SP-1 



How to get involved

SHARE PARTICIPATE DONATE
our mission:

• Sign up for our email 
list.

• Share our social 
media content.

 @centresafe

in our work:

• Attend our 
community events.

• Volunteer
• Apply to join our 

board.

if you are able:

• Wishlist is online.
• Coordinate with a 

staff member.

SP-1 



SP-1 



SP-1 



REPORTS.a. 

COLLEGE TOWNSHIP 

MANAGER’S UPDATE 

 

April 2, 2026 

 

Status:  (C) = Complete;  (I) – Incomplete;  (D) = Dropped; 

(R) - Rewritten 

 

 

 

(I) 21-04 Dale Summit Small Area Plan (SAP)/Form Based Code 

  Abridged Comments: 10/19/21, 11/1/21, 11/11/21, 11/29/21, 12/13/21, 1/11/22,  

     1/31/22, 2/11/22, 2/24/22, 3/8/22, 3/29/22, 4/18/22, 5/12/22, 

     5/24/22, 6/2/22, 6/7/22, 6/13/22, 7/14/22, 8/1/22, 8/15/22,  

     8/29/22, 9/9/22,10/3/22, 10/28/22, 11/14/22, 11/28/22 12/6/22, 

     12/28/22, 1/11/23, 1/26/23, 2/6/23, 4/3/23,4/17/23, 4/20/23, 

     5/12/23, 5/18/23, 6/01/23, 6/12/23, 6/26/23, 7/11/23, 7/28/23, 

     09/1/23, 9/11/23, 9/12-13/23, 10/16/23, 10/23/22, 12/4/23, 

12/19/23, 1/29/24, 1/29/24, 2/6/24, 4/1/24, 4/12/24, 4/23/24,  

6/3/24, 6/17/24, 7/17/24, 8/7/24, 8/29/24, 10/14/24, 1/17/25, 

3/13/25, 4/14/25, 4/28/25, 5/30/25, 6/13/25, 7/14/25, 7/30/25, 

8/29/25, 9/26/25, 10/7/25, 10/31/25, 11/18/25, 12/01/25, 

12/15/25, 1/9/26, 1/28/26, 2/3/26  

           Comments:  3/2/26 PC to discuss FBC Use Tables on 3/3, with particular focus on 

residential densities in the Mixed Neighborhood district.   

                                 3/17/26 Continue Use Table discussion at PC.  

                                 3/30/26 Discussing transects and regulating plan at upcoming PC 

meeting on 4/7. 

                                 

  
(C) 19-08 Solar Power Purchasing Agreement  

  Abridged Comments: 8/28/19, 9/29/19, 10/10/19, 12/13/19, 1/8/20, 1/10/20, 1/23/20, 

2/28/20, 3/5/20, 5/7/20, 5/22/20, 2/11/22, 8/13/22, 8/29/21, 

9/2/21, 11/19/21, 5/2/22, 5/5/22, 6/30/22, 8/18/22, 10/3/22, 

10/20/22, 11/14/22, 11/28/22, 12/12/22, 01/17/23, 2/7/23, 

2/23/23, 3/1/23, 3/2/23, 4/17/23, 5/12/23, 7/22/23, 8/23/23, 

9/13/23, 9/13/23, 9/26/23, 9/27/23, 10/24/23, 12/4/23, 12/13/23, 

1/22/24, 2/6/24, 3/4/24, 3/5/24, 4/1/24, 4/12/24, 6/3/24, 6/17/24, 

7/29/24, 8/7/24, 8/29/24, 9/16/24, 9/25/24, 10/3/24, 10/9/24, 

11/1/24, 11/13/24, 12/2/24, 12/23/24, 1/6/25, 1/27/25, 4/28/25, 

5/6/25, 6/16/25, 6/25/25, 7/30/25, 8/6/25, 9/26/25, 10/10/25, 

10/31/25, 12/1/25, 12/3/25, 1/20/26, 2/16/26. 

           Comments:   3/3/26 At 2/27 meeting, Work Group recommended that member 

entities no longer pursue PPA. Council to review a Mutual 

Termination Agreement on 3/19/26.  

                       3/19/26 CTC approved the termination agreement. 

 

 

(I)  21-05 Path to Campus (East College Avenue Shared Use Path) 



Manager’s Update  REPORTS.a. 
April 2, 2026 
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  Abridged Comments: 9/3/21, 9/13/21, 10/1/21, 11/1/21, 11/5/21, 4/22/22, 5/12/22, 

6/9/22, 6/13/22, 7/8/22, 7/25/22, 8/18/22, 8/29/22, 9/1/22, 

10/28/22, 10/31/22,11/12/22,11/28/22, 12/12/23, 01/12/23, 

4/03/23, 4/17/23, 4/28/23, 5/12/23, 5/17/23, 7/14/23, 7/25/23, 

12/4/23, 12/4/23, 3/26/24, 5/8/24, 6/3/24, 7/18/24, 8/7/24, 

8/29/24, 9/16/24, 10/14/24, 11/4/24, 11/7/24, 1/7/25, 5/7/25, 

5/30/25, 6/23/25, 7/30/25, 8/8/25, 9/26/25, 10/3/25, 10/31/25, 

11/7/25, 12/01/25, 12/9/25, 12/19/25 

           Comments:  3/2/26 Rue Environmental, Archaeological Consultant, is expected to 

begin test pits on 3/4. 

                      3/13/26 Rue Environmental has completed its archeological 

investigation. Preliminary reports indicate no adverse conditions 

for further study or remediation.  

                      4/1/26 Status meeting with Keller.  
 

 

(I) 25-01 Municipal Facility Renovations 

  Abridged Comments:  6/13/25, 6/25/25, 7/14/25, 8/01/25, 8/18/25, 9/26/25, 10/9/25, 

10/31/25, 11/13/25, 12/1/25, 1/5/16, 1/15/26, 1/26/26, 3/2/26, 

3/16/26.  

     Comments: 3/23-24/26 Meeting with Kimmel and ad hoc committee regarding 

systems and layout.    

                        

 

(I) 25-02 Shiloh Road Corridor Partnership 

            Abridged Comments:  2/16/26.  

                       Comments: 2/27/26    PennDOT MTF grant submitted on 2/26 for Shiloh Road   

                                                             Improvements. 

                                3/2/26 Partners met on 2/28 to discuss agreement language,  

 project phasing. 

                      3/16/26 Delta Development reports consensus agreement among 

participating partners. Final agreement document is being edited 

and anticipated for CTC review and approval on 4/2.   

                      3/27/26 Twp. Mgr. forwarded final agreements to Solicitor for 

review and comment. Discussion/approval of agreement 

anticipated at 4/2 CTC meeting.    

   

 

 

 

 

 



Reports.a. 



Reports.a. 



Reports.a. 



Reports.a. 



Reports.a. 



Reports.a. 



 
 
 

              COUNCIL CONSENT AGENDA 

April 2, 2026 
 

 

 

CA-1 Minutes, Approval of   

a. March 19, 2026 – College Township Council Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

 

CA-2 Correspondence, Receipt/Approval of 

a. Email from Jeanne Boggie dated March 21, 2026, regarding Casino 

b. Email from John Pitterle dated March 21, 2026, regarding Casino 

c. Email from Bob Booz dated March 21, 2026, regarding Casino  

d. Email from Joan Nessler dated March 21, 2026, regarding Casino  

e. Email from Peggy Myers dated March 21, 2026, regarding Casino 

f. Email from Andrew Shaffer dated March 21, 2026, regarding Casino 

g. Email from Mary Jane Stout dated March 22, 2026, regarding Casino 

h. Email from Nancy Cord-Baran dated March 22, 2026, regarding Casino 

i. Email from Stahl Sheaffer dated March 26, 2026, regarding an extension for the  

PAM State College subdivision plan to July 4, 2026 

 

 

   CA-3  Action Item, Approval 

a. Proclamation P-26-04 – Recognizing April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month  

b. Letter of support for Centre Care grant application 

c. Request for support of 7th Annual Juneteenth Art Exhibition & Block Party  

d. Mid-State Literacy Council request for support of Community Spelling Bee  

e. Letter from Community Diversity Group dated March 28, 2026, requesting support for the 

Community Diversity Conference 
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COLLEGE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, March 19, 2026  

1481 E. College Avenue, State College PA 16801 

   Hybrid Meeting (In-Person or via Zoom) 
 

ATTENDED BY –  

COUNCIL:    Susan Trainor, Chair  

    Tracey Mariner, Vice Chair  

    D. Richard Francke 

    Eric Bernier 

    Gretchen Brandt 

 

STAFF:   Adam Brumbaugh, Township Manager/Secretary 

    Don Franson, P.E., P.L.S., Township Engineer  

    Amy Kerner, P.E., Public Works Director 

    Lindsay Schoch, AICP, Principal Planner 

    Keri Kenepp, Director of Community & Economic Development 

    Katy VanAmburg, Assistant Township Secretary 

 

ABSENT:   Mike Bloom, Assistant Township Manager 

    Mark Gabrovsek, Zoning Officer 

     

CALL TO ORDER:  Ms. Susan Trainor, Council Chair, called to order the March 19, 2026, Regular 

meeting of the College Township (CT) Council at 7:02 PM and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT:  Chair Trainor announced that Council met in Executive Session prior to the 

meeting to discuss a personnel matter.  

 

PUBLIC OPEN DISCUSSION:  No Public Open Discussion brought forward.  

 

NEW AGENDA ITEMS:  No New Agenda Items were added to the agenda.  

 

SPECIAL  

PRESENTATION:  SP-1  None 

 

PLANS:   P-1  None 

 

REPORTS:   

 

a. Manager’s Update 

 

Mr. Adam Brumbaugh, Township Manager, offered the Manager’s Update report as presented. No 

additions were made to the report. He stated work is now complete for the archeological study for the 

Path to Campus, and the Path’s alignment is still to be determined due to stormwater infrastructure at the 

Greystar student housing development. Kimmel Architecture was on site this week taking measurements 

of the interior spaces in the Municipal building as part of the upcoming renovation project.    

 

          b. COG Regional, County, and Liaison Reports     

 

CA-1.a. 
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COG Public Safety Committee: Ms. Trainor reported the COG Public Safety Committee canceled their 

March meeting. The Committee will review all feedback related to the Winter Sports Weekend at Penn 

State University (PSU) at their meeting in April.  

 

COG Parks & Library Ad Hoc Committee: Mr. Bernier reported the COG Parks & Library Ad Hoc 

Committee met on March 18, 2026. The Committee elected officers, discussed governance structure and 

operational roles, and will discuss municipal funding at their April meeting. 

 

CT Industrial Development Authority (CTIDA): Ms. Brandt reported the CTIDA met on March 18, 

2026. The Authority reviewed a draft contracted services agreement for the newly created part-time 

position of Economic Development Specialist, and heard a presentation from Mr. Greg Scott, Executive 

Director of the CBICC, on the Fly State College Fund. The Authority approved a $10k contribution to the 

fund.     

 

Spring Creek Watershed Commission (SCWC): Ms. Brandt reported the Spring Creek Watershed 

Commission met on March 18, 2026. She noted the Commission postponed the annual State of the 

Watershed event until June, and Watershed Clean Up Day is April 18, 2026. The Commission heard two 

(2) presentations, one on a summer work experience for high school students, and another on stream 

health.   

 

          c.  Staff/P.C./Other Committee Reports  

 

CT Planning Commission (PC):  Mr. Matthew Fenton, PC Liaison, provided a report via email that PC 

met on March 17, 2026. PC heard a presentation by Ms. Jenna Wargo of the Centre Regional Planning 

Agency (CRPA) on the Future Land Use Map (FLUM), recommended Ordinance amendments to 

Chapters 87 & 200, and continued working on Form Based Code (FBC), focusing on uses, definitions, 

and Special Districts.  

 

          d. Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Belonging Reports  

    (Public invited to report) 

 

No DEIB report was presented.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

CA-1 Minutes, Approval of   

a. March 5, 2026 – College Township Council Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

CA-2 Correspondence, Receipt/Approval of 

a. Email from Michael Grutzeck dated March 6, 2026, regarding resignation from CTWA 

b. Letter from PennDOT dated March 6, 2026, regarding State College Area Connector project 

 

   CA-3  Action Item, Approval 

a. Proclamation P-26-03 – Problem Gambling Awareness Month  

b. Refuse and recycling rate change information 

 c.    Project 26-01 – Pavement markings bid  

 

    Mr. Bernier made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda  

    minus CA-3.a. 

    Mr. Francke seconded the motion. 

    Motion carried unanimously.  

 

CA-1.a. 
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CA-3.a., Proclamation P-26-03:  Ms. Trainor read into the record Proclamation P-26-03, recognizing 

March as Problem Gambling Awareness Month. 

 

    Mr. Francke made a motion to approve CA-3.a. as part  

    of the Consent Agenda. 

    Ms. Mariner seconded the motion. 

    Motion carried unanimously. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  OB-1  SPPA Termination Agreement    

 

In Mr. Bloom’s absence, Mr. Brumbaugh offered a memorandum dated March 10, 2026, outlining details 

of a termination agreement for the Solar Power Purchase Agreement (SPPA). Council was provided with 

the agreement for their review.  

 

Prospect 14, the anticipated developer, approached the Centre County Solar Group (CCSG) in the Fall of 

2025 with concerns about the economic viability of the project. In early 2026, the member entities of the 

CCSG were presented with a termination agreement that would relieve them and CL-Route 58 B LLC, 

the owner of the project.  

 

Solicitors from all CCSG member entities reviewed and approved the termination agreement language. A 

payment of $135k from Prospect 14 will be disbursed among the CCSG members using an existing cost 

share formula.  

 

Discussions occurred related to changes in clean energy incentives by the Federal government. 

 

    Ms. Mariner made a motion to approve the termination agreement  

    with CL-Route 58 B LLC as presented.  

    Mr. Bernier seconded the motion. 

    Motion carried unanimously. 

  

NEW BUSINESS:  NB-1  Resolution R-26-11 – Amendment to CTWA  

      Articles of Incorporation 

 

Mr. Brumbaugh offered a memorandum dated March 13, 2026, detailing the need to extend the Articles 

of Incorporation for the College Township Water Authority (CTWA) for an additional 50-years utilizing 

Resolution R-26-11. He noted the Municipality Authorities Act of 1945 requires the proposed 

amendment be 1) approved by the Authority 2) approved by the governing body that created the 

Authority 3) properly advertised 4) forwarded for recording to the PA Department of State.   

 

The purpose of the extension is for the CTWA to secure financing of $4.98 million dollars to use in 

funding capital projects, specifically the Oak Hall Park Well #20 and related water main transmission 

line. The extension will perpetuate the Authority’s life until 2076, exceeding the 25-year financing term.  

 

    Mr. Bernier made a motion to approve the amendment to the  

    CTWA Articles of Incorporation to extend the life of the Authority  

    for 50-years until March 19, 2076, and authorize the Township 

    Secretary to promptly advertise this change and notify the  

    PA Department of State, and furthermore, adopt  

    Resolution R-26-11. 

    Mr. Francke seconded the motion. 

    Motion carried unanimously.  

 

     

CA-1.a. 
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    NB-2   SCWC Letter on Rockview Property  

 

Mr. Brumbaugh introduced the topic and noted he received an email from Mr. Kevin Abbey, Vice Chair 

and Treasurer of the Spring Creek Watershed Commission (SCWC), regarding a draft letter to Governor 

Shapiro about the future of the Rockview property. He noted he corresponded with Mr. Abbey that the 

letter should be distributed amongst the participating municipalities for review and feedback, and it would 

be more effective if addressed to our local state representatives as they will be directly involved in future 

decisions concerning Rockview. Council was provided with a copy of the draft letter for their review. 

 

Mr. Abbey and Mr. Lee Murphy, CT representative to SCWC, were present to answer questions related to 

the letter.  

 

Mr. Abbey offered comments about the impact of the closure on the local community and economy and 

noted the intention of the SCWC and other conservation partners was to remain engaged as the future 

land use and ownership of the property are determined. He stated SCWC did not author the letter but were 

initially endorsing it. The letter was sent to Governor Shapiro on March 17, 2026, without the 

endorsement of the SCWC as the municipalities were in the review process.   

 

Discussions occurred about the SCWC’s purview and authority to make policy decisions.  

 

Ms. Trainor noted Council has not addressed the closure of Rockview publicly and it will be on a future 

meeting agenda as the situation develops.   

 

Ms. Brandt offered the Governor will decide on the future of Rockview with cooperation from the state 

legislature, and the state will not supersede local zoning.  

 

STAFF  

INFORMATIVES:  SI-1  March 2026 EZP Update   

    SI-2  Highway Turnback Program Report   

 

COUNCIL/STAFF OTHER MATTERS:  Mr. Bernier noted the Chamber (CBICC) will hold their 

After Hours event at the State College Food Bank on April 16, 2026.   

 

ADJOURNMENT:   

 

Chair Trainor called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

 

Ms. Mariner moved to adjourn the March 19, 2026  

Regular College Township Council meeting.  

Mr. Bernier seconded the motion. 

 

The March 19, 2026 Regular College Township Council meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

**Draft**  

 
Adam T. Brumbaugh 

Township Secretary/Manager 

 

CA-1.a. 
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COLLEGE TOWNSHIP 

CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA  

 

PROCLAMATION P-26-04 

 

A PROCLAMATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF COLLEGE, CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 

RECOGNIZING APRIL AS SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH 

 

WHEREAS, April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month — a time to draw attention to the prevalence of sexual assault, 

raise public awareness, educate communities, and empower individuals to take steps to prevent sexual assault here in 

Centre County; and 

WHEREAS, rape, sexual assault, and sexual harassment harm our community.  In the United States alone, nearly 1 in 4 

women and 1 in 26 men have completed or attempted rape some time in their lives.  Almost half of all transgender people 

have been sexually assaulted at some point in their lives, and these rates are even higher for trans people of color. Every 

68 seconds an American is sexually assaulted; and 

WHEREAS, we must work together to educate our community about what can be done to prevent sexual assault and how 

to support survivors; and 

WHEREAS, anyone can be a leader in preventing and ending sexual violence.  As employers, educators, parents, and 

friends we all have an obligation to uphold the basic principle that every individual should be free from violence and fear; 

and 

WHEREAS, 2026 marks the 25th anniversary of Sexual Assault Awareness Month and the theme this year is “ Looking 

Back, Moving Forward: Turning Awareness into Action.”  The campaign emphasizes the importance of collective 

action in addressing and preventing sexual abuse, assault, and harassment.  It also works to shift the ways our 

communities understand, talk about, and respond to sexual abuse, assault, and harassment. We can challenge harmful 

misconceptions and foster safer communities by learning and taking action together. This campaign also seeks to unite us 

in uplifting the voices of survivors—particularly those from underserved and marginalized communities—to build a more 

inclusive movement. By incorporating intersectionality, how race, gender, and identity shape survivor experiences, we can 

work toward a future that leaves no one behind and empowers everyone to take action to end sexual violence.; and  

WHEREAS, Centre Safe, which continues to celebrate its 50th anniversary, is urging Centre County residents to support 

and believe survivors, work together to educate our community about sexual violence prevention, and speak out against 

harmful attitudes and actions; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the College Township Council does hereby proclaim April 2026 as 

Sexual Assault Awareness Month and calls upon all citizens in Centre County to support survivors and take action to 

prevent sexual violence not only during the month of April but every day of the year.  

THIS PROCLAMATION AUTHORIZED THIS 2nd day of April, 2026, by the College Township Council, Centre 

County, Pennsylvania. 

 COLLEGE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL: 

  

 

 

 __________________________________________ 

      Susan Trainor, Chair 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

________________________________________                                                         

Adam T. Brumbaugh, Manager/Secretary   
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Centre Care Therapy Garden 
Single Application ID 202503316704 

Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program 
Request Amount: $250,000 

 
 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Through this application to the Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program under the Department of 
Community and Economic Development, Centre Care will build a set of gardens that will be used to 
improve patient, visitor and staff mental and physical wellness through connections to nature. 

The Therapy Garden will include various features to enhance sensory experiences and recreation for 
patients. Rubber surfacing will be installed over existing concrete in high-traffic areas for comfort and 
safety. Additional concrete circles with bonded rubber will create defined activity spaces. A therapy path 
incorporating various textures and materials will allow patients to practice mobility skills. Outdoor exercise 
equipment will provide opportunities for physical rehabilitation. Benches will allow for resting. A post and 
chain fence and gate will enclose the garden safely while still allowing views. An assortment of trees, 
shrubs, and perennials will create a pleasant and stimulating sensory environment for patients. 

The Staff Garden is designed as a quiet respite area for staff. A large open-air concrete patio will provide a 
spacious gathering area. Brick pavers will define beds for plantings. A pergola covered in vines will provide 
shade. A stone birdbath and water feature will add aesthetic appeal and sound. A large timber-frame 
pavilion will serve as a covered lounge and activity space, with an additional concrete patio extending 
below. Various trees, shrubs, and perennials will enhance the landscape. 

The grant requests consideration 
of a $250,000 grant to support 
the preliminary budget of 
$443,688.70. Together, with help 
from the Commonwealth, this 
project will create a respite area, 
enhancing outdoor space at 
Centre Care with therapeutic 
and restorative elements. 
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MEMORANDUM 
To: College Township Council  

From: Lindsay K. Schoch, AICP | Principal Planner  

 

Re:  Conditional Use – Legacy Boxing & Combat Academy, LLC 

 

Date: March 26, 2026 (for discussion at April 2, Council Meeting) 

                

Introduction 

On January 14, the Township accepted an application for a Conditional Use Permit: Legacy Boxing and 

Combat Academy, LLC; located at 2820 East College Avenue, Dale Summit/College Township, located in the 

General Industrial Zoning District (I-1) in the former Channel Communications Building. 

The Planning Commission’s Action  

The Planning Commission reviewed the request at their January 20 and February 17 meetings.  

1/20/2026 PC discussion topics: Age of customers/clients; hours of operation; ADA accessibility; primary use 

of facility; potential for change in use; main entrance designation; adequate lighting.  

2/17/2026 PC discussion included Derek Roth, owner of the Legacy Boxing and Combat Sports Academy, LLC 

who provided the PC with answers which satisfied their questions and concerns found in January.  

Mr. Roth noted the gym is insured and registered with the USA Boxing and U S Judo Association, which 

specifies the types of exercise and training that can happen inside the gym. He noted they do not have trainings 

that involves weapons, they encourage users of the gym to utilize the main (front) entrance, and one gym 

member uses a wheelchair on a daily basis and who is also able to access all areas of the gym in the wheelchair.  

Although the Planning Commission did not specify any conditions to apply to the Conditional Use request, their 

concerns over lighting in the rear of the building were valid. Staff suggest a condition should be to install a light 

near the rear entrance to the building.  

Indoor Recreation Facility - A building or space designed to accommodate various recreational, fitness or 

leisure activities within an enclosed environment. Included facilities include amenities such as gymnasiums, 

swimming pools, basketball courts, fitness centers, climbing walls, indoor tracks, pickle ball, racquetball, or 

tennis courts, and multi-purpose rooms. And, as of early 2025, the Township passed an ordinance which 

includes “Indoor Recreation Facilities”, such as gyms, to be permitted by Conditional Use in the I-1 Zoning 

District. Ordinance O-25-01 permits the Use with consideration of the following conditions:  

The following is a list of conditions found within the ordinance and below each section, staff responded with 

information received from the application and discussions over time.  
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Indoor recreation facilities shall be permitted in the General Industrial Zoning District by Conditional Use. The 

Conditional Use Permit shall establish the following: 

A. Evidence of consistency with the Dale Summit Redevelopment Plan. 

 “Allowing indoor recreation uses in the General Industrial Zoning District implements the Dale 

Summit Area Plan by including a mix of uses in the Dale Summit Area.” 

B. A plan for traffic ingress and egress. 

 Legacy Boxing use, as it exists has had “no issues with traffic ingress and egress since Legacy 

Boxing has been a tenant at the property.”  

C. A plan for scheduling, with mitigation strategies to ensure the smooth flow of vehicles and 

pedestrians during peak hours. 

 The applicant noted in one discussion that the timing of the activities at Legacy Boxing is 

typically in the evenings, after most of the remaining uses in and around the industrial park are done 

for the day.   

D. A strategy for the improvement to existing or lacking infrastructure. 

 The applicant notes the use “will not adversely affect the logical, efficient and economical 

extension of public services and facilities throughout College Township.”  

E. A plan for signage, lighting, and pedestrians, with mitigation efforts if problems should arise. 

 Signage is established in the directory sign for this section of the industrial park, pedestrians and 

users of the facility have sidewalk access from the parking lot in the front of the building into the 

building and as noted, they encourage users of the gym to utilize the front entrance.  

F. Coordinate efforts to improve infrastructure with College Township. 

 Sidewalks exist at the signalized intersection of Decibel Road and College Avenue, which brings 

pedestrians to the entrance and parking area of the adjacent building, where the parking lots 

connect. If one wanted to walk from the mall area to Legacy Boxing, they would be able to in this 

manner. Pedestrian Facilities are lacking along the frontage of property where the use is occurring.  

G. In granting a conditional use for indoor recreation facilities in the General Industrial Zoning 

District, the Council may attach such reasonable conditions and safeguards in addition to those 

specifically expressed in this chapter as may be necessary to ensure the general health, safety, and 

welfare of College Township, its residents and visitors. 

 Council may want to discuss mitigation factors and rear entrance lighting with the applicant at 

the upcoming Public Hearing 

Recommendation / Council Action: Council is not required to decide or act on the evening on April 2. Council 

should listen to the presentation, discuss additional, reasonable conditions and schedule another discussion at an 

upcoming Council meeting to make a final decision. The decision shall be made within 45 days of the closing of 

the Public Hearing.  

Attachments:  

Channel Communications, LLC Conditional Use Application 
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MEMORANDUM 

To:  College Township Council  

From:  Lindsay K. Schoch, AICP | Principal Planner 

Thru:  Keri Kenepp, Community & Economic Development Director  

RE:  Sign Ordinance Update: Stadiums, Arenas, and Event Centers  

Date:  March 26, 2026 

Introduction 

At the March 5, 2026, Council meeting, staff presented materials and findings in response to 
Council’s request to consult with an expert in illumination standards and lighting. Jonathan 
Walker, P.E., LC—a College Township resident and Lighting/Electrical Engineer at Penn State 
University—provided feedback based on his professional expertise and personal experience with 
outdoor lighting. His input does not represent an official position of Penn State University. 

Mr. Walker outlined two potential approaches for the Township’s consideration. The first 
(Approach A) focuses on updating sign regulations for Stadiums, Arenas, and Event Centers, 
particularly related to illumination and digital signage. Consistent with Council’s direction, staff 
has incorporated this approach into the attached draft ordinance for review. 

Council indicated a preference for a phased approach. Currently, Approach A will be advanced in 
response to Penn State’s request. Approach B is based on the DarkSky Outdoor Lighting 
Illuminated Signage Supplement. It will be considered as part of a broader, near-future update to 
the Township’s lighting and illumination standards within the Zoning Code. 

Past Discussions and Considerations:  

This section provides a summary of topics discussed at prior meetings and presents options for 
Council’s consideration. While staff were not directed to incorporate these items into the current 
draft ordinance, they are offered here to support further policy discussion and direction.  

1. Height of Illuminated Signs.  

Background:  

The current ordinance limits freestanding signs to 15 feet in height and allows building-mounted 
signs up to the top of the building. Staff feel the 15-foot limit for freestanding signs is appropriate.  

In alignment with Light Principle 2 – Direct light only where it is needed, additional consideration was 
given to limiting the height of building-mounted illuminated signage for large venues such as 
stadiums, arenas, and event centers.  
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Consideration:  

Without defining a height limit, illuminated signage placed higher on buildings may contribute 
to unnecessary light spill and reduce effectiveness for ground-level viewers.  

Options for Consideration:  

• Establish a maximum height for building-mounted illuminated signage (e.g. 25 feet) when 
signage area is increased due to occupancy or seating bonuses.  

o Promotes human-scale signage 

o Directs visibility toward a ground-level audience 

o Reduces potential light spill into the night sky.  

Example Ordinance Language:  

“Illuminated signs related to stadiums, arenas, and event centers that are permitted to increase in 
total sign area due to occupancy shall not be placed on a building above 25 feet.” 

Council may also consider:  

• Illuminated or digital signs be oriented downward toward the intended audience, rather 
than upward or outward into the sky, further supporting Lighting Principle 2.  

 

2. Total Signage Cap 

Background:  

The draft ordinance includes a 150% cap on total allowable signage for large-scale venues. While 
discussed, no final determination was made regarding whether this percentage is appropriate.  

Consideration:  

The intent of the cap is to:  

• Allow increased signage proportional to building scale.  

• Tie that increase to gross floor area and fixed seating capacity 

The cap, at the current time, would only apply to the largest venues (Beaver Stadium).  

Example:  

• With 150% cap 

o Beaver Stadium ~ 2,100 sq. ft. of total signage 

• Without Cap 

o Beaver Stadium ~ 3,000 sq. ft.  
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Option for Consideration:   

• Maintain the 150% cap as proposed.  

• Adjust the cap percentage (increase or decrease) 

• Remove the cap, relying solely on floor area and seating-based limitations.  

 

3. The Five Lighting Principles for Responsible Outdoor Lighting.  

1. Use light only when it is needed – reducing unnecessary nighttime 
exposure.  

2. Direct light only where it is needed – minimizing glare and light trespass 
into homes.  

3. Use the lowest light level necessary – reducing disruption to sleep cycles 
and visual comfort.  

4. Control lighting duration – limiting prolonged exposure during late-night 
hours.  

5. Use warmer color temperatures when possible – reducing blue-rich light 
that can interfere with circadian rhythms.  

Overview of Ordinance Additions:  

Attached with this memo is the Draft Ordinance which sets forth the changes to the Signage 
Ordinance to accommodate Stadiums, Arenas, and Event Centers while incorporating the 
DarkSky recommendations made by Mr. Walker. Also attached is an updated request from Penn 
State University. The following is an overview of what the ordinance contains.  

1. Definitions – DarkSky 5 Principles, Event, and Nighttime Hours  
 
DarkSky Five Lighting Principles for Responsible Outdoor Lighting: (see above) 

Event: For purposes of this Ordinance, an Event is defined as a main performance or athletic 
competition where the facility is occupied to a minimum of 5% of the maximum allowable 
occupancy of the facility.  Pre-event and post-event festivities and clean up are not considered 
part of the event.  

Nighttime Hours: For purposes of this Ordinance, Nighttime Hours are defined as the time 
between 10:00 PM and sunrise, or 7:00 AM (whichever comes earlier). For businesses and events 
with operating hours later than 10:00 PM, nighttime hours will begin one hour after closing.  

2. Differentiation Between Event and Non-Event Operations 
 
Where the stadium, arena, or event center contains a smaller occupancy group (e.g. shop, 
museum, restaurant, office) with normal business hours, the associated illuminated/digital 
signage larger than 20 square feet may only be illuminated while the associated business or 
activity is taking place, and must otherwise extinguish  during Nighttime Hours. 
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Next Steps & Process 

To advance this draft ordinance amendment, the following steps have taken place and/or are 
recommended:  

❖ Planning Commission ✓ 

o The Planning Commission reviewed the Remand from Council on August 19 and 
September 2, 2025, when they heard public comment from two members of the 
community. On October 7, 2025, the Planning Commission made a motion to 
Council to approve the changes to the Sign Ordinance.  

▪ The Planning Commission’s unanimous motion included: add “and/or 
other live performance gatherings” to the definition of Stadium, and 
allowable signage may be increased 10% for each 5,000 persons not to 
exceed 150% of base sign allowance. These two recommendations were 
included in the draft ordinance.  

❖ Centre Regional Planning Commission Review (CRPC)  

o The proposed draft ordinance shall be submitted to the Centre Regional Planning 
Commission for review and recommendation, ensuring consistency with regional 
planning efforts and MPC requirements. Staff will request this topic be placed on 
May 7, CRPC Agenda.  

❖ Public Hearing and Adoption  

o After receiving the necessary recommendations and completing the public notice 
requirements, Council can hold a Public Hearing to consider the enactment of the 
ordinance amendment.  

❖ Public Engagement Opportunities 

o In addition to the required public notice and public hearing, staff wish to 
encourage more public engagement opportunities by including the draft code on 
our social media account to be transparent and to allow residents, stakeholders, 
and nearby property owners to provide feedback on the proposed changes.  

If Council is comfortable moving forward, staff requests direction on what should be incorporated 
into the ordinance.  Additionally, please indicate if Council would like to see the revised draft 
ordinance again before it is scheduled for public hearing.  

Potential Council Action:  
 
I move to set a Public Hearing for June 18, 2026, and permit staff to move forward with 
advertising the Public Hearing, notifying the community via social media outlets, and sending 
the proposed draft materials to the proper entities for review and comment prior to the Public 
Hearing. 
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Attachments: 

• March 12, 2026, Follow-up: Beaver Stadium Signage Discussion letter (Penn State 
University Government and Community Relations)   

• Draft Ordinance to amend Chapter 170 Signage 
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COLLEGE TOWNSHIP 

CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. O-26- -- 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF COLLEGE, CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 

AMENDING CHAPTER 170, SIGNS, TO INCLUDE REGULATIONS FOR STADIUMS, ARENAS, 

AND EVENT CENTERS. 

GERNERAL REFERENCES 

Numbering of Buildings – See Ch. 85 

Conditional Uses – See Ch. 87 

Official Map – See Ch. 133 

Ordinance Enforcement – See Ch. 136 

Planned Residential Development – See Ch. 145 

Solicitors and Temporary Businesses – See Ch. 171 

Subdivision and Land Development – See Ch. 180 

University Planned District – See Ch. 188 

Zoning – See Ch. 200 

Fees – See Ch. A203 

Strikethrough = deletion 

Bold Italics = addition 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the Township of College remanded to the Planning Commission 

the topic of Signs; and  

 WHEREAS, the Township Planning Commission reviewed, commented, and recommended 

that Council move forward with the changes to the ordinance.  

 WHEREAS, the Centre Regional Planning Commission, on May 7, 2026…. 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Township of College has given due public notice of hearings of 

the proposed Ordinance and has held such public hearings. 

SECTION 1 – AMEND 170-4 DEFINITIONS  

Arena – A large facility designed for spectator events, including but not limited to sporting events, 

concerts, performances, exhibitions, and similar gatherings. Arenas may be fully enclosed or partially 

open-air and can include associated seating, concessions, restrooms, parking, and accessory uses. For 

purposes of this definition, the term Arena also includes Amphitheaters and other similar large-scale 

spectator venues, whether indoor or outdoor.  

DarkSky Five Lighting Principles for Responsible Outdoor Lighting – 1. Use light only when it is needed; 

2. Direct light only where it is needed; 3. Use the lowest light level necessary; 4. Control lighting duration; 

5. Use warmer color temperatures when possible.  

Event - For purposes of this Ordinance, an Event is defined as a main performance or athletic competition 

where the facility is occupied to a minimum of 5% of the maximum allowable occupancy of the facility.  

Pre-event and post-event festivities and clean up are not considered part of the event 

Event Center – a public or privately owned structure or area used for the purposes of public performances, 

sporting events, private receptions or parties, or similar attractions that may generate heavy traffic. 

Entertainment facilities may include concert halls, stadiums, sports arenas, or racetracks.  
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Nighttime Hours: For purposes of this Ordinance, Nighttime Hours are defined as the time between 10:00 

PM and sunrise, or 7:00 AM (whichever comes earlier). For businesses and events with operating hours 

later than 10:00 PM, nighttime hours will begin one hour after closing.  

Stadium – a large, usually roofless building with tiers of seats for spectators at sports events and/or other 

live performance gatherings.   

SECTION 2 –AMEND 170-11 BUILDING SIGNS: 

§170.11.C(1)(d): Stadiums, Arenas, Event Centers with occupancy exceeding 5,000 may gain additional 

sign area pursuant to the following:  

[1] allowable signage may be increased by 10% for each 5,000-person occupancy not to exceed 

150% of base sign allowance.  

To ensure compliance with and attention to DarkSky’s Five Lighting Principles for Outdoor 

Lighting, the following regulations are set forth:  

[2] to use light only when it is needed, illuminated/digital signs are limited to no more than the 

base allowance of permitted sign area.  

[3] to control lighting duration, illuminated/digital signs may only be illuminated on the event 

day no earlier than sunrise and no later than 10:00 PM or one hour after the event ends.  

[4] to control lighting duration, where the stadium, arena, or event center contains a smaller 

occupancy group such as a shop, museum, restaurant, office or the like, with normal business 

hours, the associated illuminated/digital signage larger than 20 square feet may only be 

illuminated while the associated business or activity is taking place, and must otherwise 

extinguish during Nighttime Hours, as defined herein.  

SECTION 3 AMEND 170-12 ELECTRONIC OR DIGITAL SIGNS:  

§170.12.A(3) The display or message of any electronic or digital sign shall not or shall not appear to scroll, 

flash, undulate, pulse or portray explosions, fireworks, flashes of light or blinking or chasing lights; the 

display shall not appear to move toward or away from the viewer, expand or contract, bounce, rotate, spin, 

twist or otherwise portray movement or animation as it comes onto, is displayed on or leaves the sign board. 

Electronic or digital signs associated with Stadiums, Arenas, and Event Centers may be exempt from the 

above display time regulations in § 170-12A(1) if the display or message is facing a public street during a 

time that public street is closed to thru traffic for purposes related to the event.  

§170.12.B Location. Electronic or digital signs shall only be permitted in the Commercial, Industrial, and 

University Planned District Zoning Districts as defined by §200-8, Districts Established.  

SECTION 4 SERVERABILITY  

If any sentence or clause, section, or part of this ordinance is found to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, 

such findings shall not affect or impair any of the remaining parts of this ordinance. It is hereby declared to 

be the intent that this ordinance would have been adopted had such part not been included.  

SECTION 5 – EFFECTIVE DATE 

ENACTED AND ORDAINED, this _______ day of ________, 2026 by the College Township Council, 
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Centre County, Pennsylvania.  

ATTEST:     COLLEGE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL: 

 

____________________________   _____________________________ 

Adam Brumbaugh, Secretary    Susan Trainor, Chair 
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MEMORANDUM 
To: College Township Council   

From: Adam Brumbaugh, Township Manager 
 
Re: College Township Participation in Shiloh Road Partnership Agreement 
 
Date: 03/13/2026 
            ________________ 

As you are aware College Township staff has been working for months with Delta Development on a 
complicated Shiloh Road Corridor Partnership involving College and Benner Townships; Ferris Land 
Development, LP (in Benner Twp); PA State College Crew 814, LLC (College Twp.); and Maxwell Companies 
(College Twp.) to complete all transportation improvements for Shiloh Road based on maximum anticipated 
vehicle trips of each of these private future land development activities. 
 
Critical to this project is PennDOT's willingness to change its standard model of developer responsibility for 
transportation improvements. Thanks to Delta Development’s efforts, PennDOT is supportive of this Corridor 
Partnership approach and PennDOT has agreed to participate in funding 30% of the anticipated trips that have 
been assigned to PennDOT and not to a developer.  
 
The attached documents constitute the Agreement between all parties and a series of attachments providing 
detail about the project. Ferris has hired Delta Development and is paying them for their services which 
includes all upfront costs of the work Delta Development has been doing and will continue to do on all grant 
administration. College Township is going to collect all developer contributions and grant funds associated 
with the project in escrow and manage all the financial elements associated with the project. College 
Township will also be responsible for bidding the actual project - or phases of the project - and for managing 
and overseeing the construction process, i.e. construction inspection, etc.  
 
Because some 48% of improvements will occur in Benner Township along Shiloh Road, Benner Township and 
College Township will need to execute an Intergovernmental  Cooperation Agreement that allows College 
Township to act in the interests of Benner Township in the administration of this project.  
 
College Township Council is being asked to review and approve the Agreement attached to this memo. Council 
should note that that Township Solicitor, Louis Glantz, has reviewed the Agreement and attachments and 
these same items have been shared with the College Township Auditor, Joe Fedeli. Mr. Glantz’s comments are 
likewise attached to this memo as is the DRAFT Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement with Benner 
Township.  
 
Council should review and discuss the Agreement and consider the following motion: 
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“College Township Council approves the Shiloh Road Partnership Agreement and authorizes the 
Township Manager to execute same.” 
 

Additionally, a second motion should be considered: 
 

“College Township Council approves of the DRAFT Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement with 
Benner Township and authorizes the Council Chair to execute same, pending the approval of the 
Benner Township Board of Supervisors.” 
 
 

End of memo 
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SHILOH CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT 

 

This Transportation Agreement is made and entered into this _30th_day of March 2026, 

By and AMONG 

The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT), 

and 

College Township, Centre County, Pennsylvania (hereinafter referred to as “College Township”), a 
municipal corporation and political subdivision of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; 

and 

Benner Township, Centre County, Pennsylvania (hereinafter referred to as “Benner Township”), a 
municipal corporation and political subdivision of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; 

and 

Ferris Land Development, LP; Maxwell Companies; and PA State College Crew 814 LLC; (collectively 
referred to as the “Private Partners,” and individually as a “Private Partner”), private development 

entities with ownership or control of properties adjacent to the Shiloh Road corridor in College 
Township and Benner Township. 

WHEREAS, PennDOT, College Township, Benner Township, and the Private Partners are hereinafter 
collectively referred to as the “Parties” and individually as a “Party;” and 

WITNESSETH THAT 

WHEREAS, the Private Partners, in coordination with PennDOT, College Township, and Benner 
Township seek to advance the design and construction of transportation improvements along Shiloh Road 
in Centre County to enhance safety, capacity, and access for current and future development (the 
“Project”); and 

WHEREAS, the improvements will support development proposed by the Private Partners; and 

WHEREAS, the Project will consist of, but not be limited to, the following components: 

Shiloh Road and Spring Valley Road 

1. New left turn lane from Shiloh Road onto adjacent property (250 feet storage)  

2. New right turn lane from Shiloh Road onto Spring Valley Road 

3. New left turn lane from Spring Valley Road onto Shiloh Road (325 feet storage) 

OB-3.a. 



 

 2 

4. New right turn lane from Spring Valley Road onto Shiloh Road (200 feet storage) 

5. New left turn lane from Shiloh Road onto Spring Valley Road (275 feet storage) 

6. New right turn lane from Shiloh Road onto adjacent property (175 feet storage) 

7. New traffic signal at the intersection of Shiloh Road and Spring Valley Road 

8. New westbound approach (100 ft storage) for right and left turn lanes from adjacent property 
onto Shiloh Road 

9. Infrastructure improvements as illustrated on Attachment 1 of this Transportation Agreement 

The future improvements required for the tracts along Shiloh Road will not be advanced until the 
property owner has an approved development plan and the corridor improvement assessments are 
reimbursed to the contributing partners. 

Shiloh Road and PA State College Crew 814 LLC Site Access 

1. New right-turn lane from Shiloh Road onto PA State College Crew 814 LLC Property (225 feet 
storage). 

2. New eastbound approach for right turn lane from PA State College Crew 814 LLC Property 
onto Shiloh Road (100 feet storage). 

3. New left turn lane from Shiloh Road onto PA State College Crew 814 LLC Property (175 feet 
storage). 

4. New traffic signal at the intersection of Shiloh Road and the future PA State College Crew 814 
LLC Property access road. 

5. Infrastructure improvements as illustrated on Attachment 2 of this Transportation Agreement. 

Shiloh Road and Trout Road 

1. New left turn lane from Shiloh Road onto East Trout Road (250 feet storage). 

2. New right turn lane from Shiloh Road onto Trout Road (225 feet storage). 

3. New traffic signal at the intersection of Shiloh Road and Trout Road. 

4. New right turn lane from Shiloh Road onto East Trout Road (165 feet storage). 

5. New left turn lane from Shiloh Road onto Trout Road (90 feet storage). 

6. Modified access point from Shiloh Road onto East Trout Road. 

7. Infrastructure improvements as illustrated on Attachment 3 of this Transportation Agreement 

WHEREAS, Attachment 4 of this Transportation Agreement outlines the specific improvements for 
which each Private Partner is responsible, including design, permitting, and funding commitments, and 
will serve as the basis for defining cost participation and contributions among the Parties; and 
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WHEREAS, Ferris Land Development, LP, with the cooperation of PennDOT, College Township, 
Benner Township, and the Private Partners, intends to pursue public funding opportunities to advance the 
transportation improvements; and 

WHEREAS, the Private Partners desire to define their respective responsibilities for funding, 
permitting, design, and implementation of the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Parties acknowledge and accept responsibilities to meet the terms and conditions 
imposed upon College Township and Benner Township by all awarding agencies in the same manner as 
if they were the recipient of the grant. 

NOW, THEREFORE, and in consideration of the foregoing premises and the mutual promises 
hereinafter set forth, the Parties hereto agree, with the intention of being legally bound:  

I. DUTIES OF COLLEGE TOWNSHIP 

A. College Township agrees to be the applicant for public funding programs where a public 
applicant is required. As the applicant, College Township will employ its best efforts to secure 
state funding for the improvements. College Township makes no representation or warranty 
that any such funding will be awarded. College Township shall provide the Private Partners 
with written notice of any proposed funding application no fewer than 30 days prior to 
submission; the notice shall identify the funding sources, scope of eligible improvements, and 
all required matching funds.  College Township shall have no responsibility to apply for any 
loan unless the Private Partners have provided a means of repayment of the loan acceptable 
to College Township. 

B. College Township agrees to provide the full amount of all funding awards for eligible Project 
activities to the Private Partners if the Private Partners have paid for such activities and 
conditioned upon receipt of funds from the awarding agencies and the Private Partners’ 
compliance with all program regulatory and contract conditions. 

C. Ferris Land Development, LP shall provide College Township with a complete set of bid 
documents, including bid proposal forms, and plans and specifications prepared in 
accordance with PennDOT standards, as well as all special conditions and requirements 
mandated by the Commonwealth and each applicable funding agency. College Township 
shall agree to competitively seek bids for the construction of the Project, in accordance with 
all awarding agency requirements.  All contracts shall contain all clauses required by any 
awarding agency including, but not limited to, non-discrimination clauses. 

D. College Township shall agree to contract for engineering services to inspect and supervise 
adequately all construction work in accordance with approved plans and specifications.  
College Township acknowledges that Shiloh Road is a state road in both College Township 
and Benner Township; and any improvements along Shiloh Road shall be inspected and 
approved by the College Township Engineer and Benner Township’s Engineer. 

E. Ferris Land Development, LP shall be responsible for all grant administration. College 
Township shall provide copies of all paid invoices and documentation demonstrating proof of 
payment to Ferris Land Development, LP, which shall then submit the required materials to 
each funding agency and private partner for  reimbursement. 
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F. College Township affirms that it shall abide by the terms of all funding programs, and/or 
direction and requirements of all awarding entities. 

G. College Township hereby acknowledges that any failure on its part, intentional or 
unintentional, to fulfill any and all terms of all funding agreements by and between College 
Township and all awarding entities may subject College Township to forfeiture and/or 
repayment of all state funds. 

H. College Township does hereby acknowledge that it shall construct all improvements in 
accordance with the funding requirements and shall abide by all compliance requirements 
with respect to competitive bidding and payment of prevailing wages. 

I. College Township shall inform Benner Township, and the Private Partners of the status of the 
Project on a quarterly basis; information to include amount of work completed, amount of work 
remaining to be performed, costs incurred, and amendments to construction schedule. 

J. College Township will work with the Private Partners to secure right-of-way for the proposed 
improvements. College Township will communicate with property owners to facilitate 
acquisition of required acreage.   

K. College Township agrees to own, operate and maintain traffic signal improvements unless 
PennDOT requires Benner Township to own, operate and maintain such signals due to the 
jurisdictional location of such signals.  To the extent required by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation, College Township agrees to be the applicant for permits relating to traffic 
signals. 

L. College Township acknowledges corridor contributions provided by Ferris of $267,280 and 
Maxwell of $150,000. Future development plans on tracts in the corridor will not be approved 
without the proper reimbursement of these contributions. 

II. DUTIES OF BENNER TOWNSHIP 

A. Benner Township acknowledges that College Township shall serve as the administrative 
agency for the Project, including  contracting, bidding, permitting coordination, invoicing, and 
communication with awarding agencies. Benner Township shall not be responsible for 
administering any funding programs unless otherwise agreed in writing. 

B. Benner Township acknowledges that Ferris Land Development, LP shall provide College 
Township with a complete set of bid documents, including bid proposal forms, and plans and 
specifications prepared in accordance with PennDOT standards, as well as all special 
conditions and requirements mandated by the Commonwealth and each applicable funding 
agency. 

C. Benner Township acknowledges that Ferris Land Development, LP shall be responsible for 
all grant administration. Benner Township also acknowledges that College Township shall 
provide copies of all paid invoices and documentation demonstrating proof of payment to 
Ferris Land Development, LP, which shall then submit the required materials to each funding 
agency and private partner for reimbursement 
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D. College Township shall provide Benner Township with periodic updates regarding the status 
of the Project, including but not limited to: 

1. Design progress; 

2. Permitting milestones; 

3. Funding applications and awards; 

4. Bid results; 

5. Construction schedule; and 

6. Project cost updates.  

7. Updates shall be provided at key milestones and at least once per quarter during 
active phases of design and construction. 

E. Upon receipt of any Project-related notice, request for comment, or Project update requiring 
review, Benner Township shall have ten (10) business days to respond in writing unless a 
shorter response period is required by an awarding agency, PennDOT, or contractual 
deadline. If Benner Township does not respond within the applicable timeframe, the matter 
shall be deemed accepted without objection. 

F. To the extent any required right-of-way, easements, or temporary construction access are 
located within Benner Township, Benner Township agrees to coordinate with College 
Township and the Private Partners to obtain such rights. College Township shall serve as the 
primary point of contact for property owners unless Benner Township elects to participate 
directly in such communications. 

G. If any improvements or traffic control elements fall within Benner Township’s municipal 
boundaries, Benner Township agrees to cooperate with College Township and PennDOT to 
secure all required permits, approvals, and resolutions, including but not limited to traffic signal 
permits, maintenance agreements, or municipal concurrence forms. 

H. Benner Township shall not be required to provide funding for the Project unless specifically 
agreed to in a separate written agreement or resolution approved by its Board of Supervisors. 

I. Nothing in this Transportation Agreement shall obligate Benner Township to assume liability 
for administrative failures, funding program compliance, or Project execution responsibilities 
assigned to College Township or the Private Partners. 

J. Benner Township acknowledges corridor contributions provided by Ferris of $267,280 and 
Maxwell of $150,000. Future development plans on tracts in the corridor will not be approved 
without the proper reimbursement of these contributions. 

III. DUTIES OF PENNDOT 

A. Provide technical review, access permitting, and construction oversight in accordance with 
PennDOT standards, policies, and procedures. 
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B. Process and issue all required Highway Occupancy Permits (HOPs) and review and approval 
of all traffic signal submissions. 

C. Coordinate inspection, acceptance, and provide acceptance and final approval of all 
improvements within the state right-of-way. 

D. Maintain full authority over design standards, material specifications, and traffic control 
operations to ensure compliance with Commonwealth requirements. 

E. Issue and execute the Grant Agreement for all PennDOT administered funds allocated to the 
Project.  

IV. DUTIES OF THE PRIVATE PARTNERS 

A. Ferris Land Development, LP, will ensure the successful execution of the Project by either 
engaging qualified professional consultants or performing certain services in-house. 
Specifically: 

1. Traffic Engineering Studies Site Assessments. These studies will be conducted by a 
licensed professional engineering firm to analyze traffic patterns, assess infrastructure 
needs, proposed site development plans, and ensure compliance with local and state 
transportation standards. 

2. Public Funding Strategy Development.  A professional economic development 
consultant will be retained to identify, evaluate, and structure potential public funding 
sources that align with project goals. 

3. Project Management. Ferris Land Development, LP will oversee day-to-day Project 
coordination, ensuring milestones are met, budgets are adhered to, and all 
stakeholders remain informed throughout the Project lifecycle. 

4. Grant Administration and Drawdown. A professional economic development 
consultant will manage grant processes, including application submission, compliance 
monitoring, and timely drawdown of funds. 

5. TIIF and Economic Impact Study Development. A professional economic development 
consultant will conduct a Transportation Infrastructure Investment Funding analysis 
and a comprehensive economic impact study to quantify the Project’s benefits to the 
community and local economy. 

6. Final design, permitting, and environmental review. A professional engineering 
consultant will be retained to prepare final design to include environmental review, 
plans and specifications, and all bidding contract documents. 

7. Legal services to review all contract documents and grant agreements. 

B. Edward G. Maxwell has assisted, and shall continue to assist, with preconstruction activities 
by retaining and coordinating with a qualified engineering firm to prepare and complete traffic 
engineering studies and assessments as required. Costs related to the engineering fees shall 
be submitted to College Township and shall be credited towards the required deposit into the 
escrow account.  
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C. By execution of this Transportation Agreement, the Private Partners do hereby acknowledge 
the regulations and special conditions associated with each funding program. 

D. The Private Partners hereby agree and affirm, that at their own expense, without 
reimbursement from or contribution by College Township and Benner Township, the Private 
Partners will undertake all preconstruction activities for the Project described in this 
Agreement, consisting of preliminary engineering, environmental studies, final design, and 
Project management in accordance with applicable written policies, procedures, specifications 
and criteria of state and local government as outlined in Attachment 5. 

E. The Private Partners will obtain all permits and approvals from all governmental agencies as 
may be required to construct the Project.  

F. The Private Partners shall be responsible for preparation of all final plans, specifications and 
bid documents necessary to obtain competitive bids for the Project. All work shall be in 
conformance with applicable local, state, and federal laws. 

G. The Private Partners agree to provide the funding to meet the local match requirements of the 
respective funding applications and are responsible for payment  of any costs over and above 
the secured grants. Further, the Private Partners agree to fund costs associated with the 
administration and completion of infrastructure improvements. 

H. The respective financial obligations of the Private Partners are based on the traffic counts 
provided in Attachment 6 of this Agreement. 

Corridor Development Partnership Trip Allocations and Assessments 

Corridor Trip Contributions– 15% without PennDOT 21% – 6,436 Trips ($267,280 – Ferris) 
Improvement – $150,000 (Maxwell – $150,000) 

Ferris Land Development, LP– 27% without PennDOT 39%  –  11,984 Trip 
Improvement – $375,000 

Maxwell – 12% without PennDOT 18%  –  5,462 Trips 
Improvement  –  $100,000 

PA State College Crew 814, LLC – 16% without PennDOT 22%  –  6,942 Trips 
Improvement  –  $150,000  

Total Private Developer Contributions – 35% 

I. The costs for the proposed improvements are illustrated in Attachment 4 of this Agreement. 
The Private Partners will be responsible for the budget improvements not provided by the 
funding programs or PennDOT. 

V. SUPERMAJORITY MATTERS 

A. Each Private Partner shall have a voting interest based on the number of trips and corridor 
assessments. The voting interest for each Private Partner is as follows: 

1. Ferris Land Development , LP – 48% – Corridor Contribution - $267,280 

2. Maxwell Companies – 28% - Corridor Contribution – $150,000 

OB-3.a. 



 

 8 

3. PA State College Crew 814, LLC – 24% 

B. The following actions shall require approval of the Private Partners holding at least sixty-
seven percent (67%) of the total Voting Interests (“Supermajority Approval”): 

1. Any material amendment to the scope, design standards, alignment, or configuration 
of Transportation Improvements 

2. Any amendment that increases the total estimated Project costs by more than fifteen 
percent (15%) above the most recently approved budget. 

3. Any modification to cost allocation methodology (including changes to acreage, trip 
generation assumptions, unit counts, or other allocation metrics). 

4. Any amendment that materially reallocates financial responsibility among the Private 
Partners. 

5. Modification of previously identified transportation improvements that would delay the 
land development for any Private Partner  

6. Imposition of interim or temporary improvements not previously budgeted. 

VI. ESCROW ACCOUNT AND PAYMENT PROCEDURES 

A. Establishment of Escrow Account 

College Township shall establish a dedicated, interest-bearing escrow account (“Project 
Escrow Account”) for the purpose of receiving and disbursing Private Partner contributions 
outlined in Attachment 4. College Township shall ensure that all such funds remain 
segregated and shall not commingle these funds with Township general funds or with any 
public funds received for the Project.  

B. Initial Deposits by Private Partners – Project Pre-Construction Activities 

1. Within 60 days of the full execution of this Transportation Agreement, College 
Township shall issue invoices to each Private Partner for its full financial contribution 
toward pre-construction activities and professional services, including Project 
management, grant compliance, and reimbursement administration as outlined in 
Attachment 5. The total cost for these activities is $1,285,000. Each invoice shall be 
calculated in accordance with the Private Partner’s trip allocation set forth in 
Attachment 4 of this Agreement. The Private Partners shall be invoiced as follows: 

a) Ferris Land Development, LP:   $498,580  
Corridor Contribution –    $267,280 
        Total  $765,860 

b)  PA State College Crew 814 LLC:  $289,125 

c) Maxwell Land Development:   $227,445 

2. College Township shall not submit any requests for funding until all required deposits 
from each Private Partner have been received in full.  
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3. As long as this Transportation Agreement remains in for, College Township and 
Benner Township may accept and review land development plans; however, neither 
College Township, nor Benner Township, shall formally approve any land 
development plans affecting land within the Project area until all required deposits 
attributable to each executing Private Partner have been received in full. In the event 
that one or more Private Partners do not execute this Transportation Agreement, this 
Agreement shall be automatically modified to exclude all transportation improvements, 
cost obligations, and deposit requirements that are directly attributable to the non-
executing Private Partner(s).  The Private Partners, for themselves and their 
respective heirs, successors and assigns, waive all time limitation requirements that 
may be contained in any statute or ordinance applicable to land development matters. 

C. Deposits for Construction Activities 

1. Within 30 days of the Township’s notification that all state funds have been awarded 
for the construction of the Project, College Township shall issue invoices to each 
Private Partner for its respective financial contribution toward all construction activities 
as outlined in Attachments 1, 2, and 3. Based on anticipated state funding of 
$3,795,000, the Private Partners shall be invoiced as follows: 

a) Ferris Land Development, LP: $375,000 

b) PA State College Crew 814 LLC: $150,000 

c) Maxwell Companies: $250,000 (in addition to the transportation services 
described in Section IV (B) aforesaid). (Maxwell lmprovements: $100,000 and 
Corridor Improvements: $150,000.) 

2. College Township shall not issue any bid advertisements, award contracts, or 
otherwise initiate construction activities until all required deposits from each Private 
Partner have been received in full. 

3. Failure of any Private Partner to provide its required contribution shall constitute a 
material breach of this Agreement and this agreement will no longer be in force. 

D. Use of Escrow Funds 

Funds deposited into the Project Escrow Account shall be used exclusively to: 

1. Reimburse the Private Partners for eligible costs outlined in Attachment 4 of this 
Agreement. 

2. Pay for construction activities as outlined in Attachment 4 of this Agreement. 

E. Reimbursement Request Process for Pre-Construction Activities, Project Management 
and Grant Compliance/Reimbursement. 

A Private Partner seeking reimbursement for eligible expenditures outlined in Attachment 4 
shall submit to College Township: 

1. A written reimbursement request; 
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2. Supporting invoices; 

3. Proof of payment; and 

4. Any additional documentation required by College Township 

a) College Township shall review the request for compliance with this Agreement; 
incomplete requests shall not be considered for reimbursement.  

b) If reimbursement requests are deemed to be incomplete, College Township 
shall notify the requesting Private Partner within ten (10) business days of the 
deficiencies. 

c) The requesting Private Partner shall have fifteen (15) business days from 
receipt of such notice to cure the identified deficiencies by submitting the 
required information or documentation. Failure to cure within such period shall 
render the reimbursement request denied without prejudice to resubmission.  

d) Upon approval, College Township shall release funds from the Project Escrow 
Account within thirty (30) days. 

e) In the event of a dispute regarding the eligibility, amount, or sufficiency of any 
reimbursement request, College Township shall provide written notice 
describing the basis of the dispute. The undisputed portion, if any, shall be 
processed and paid. The disputed portion shall be held in abeyance during a 
fifteen (15) business day cure period following such notice, during which time 
the Private Partner may submit supplemental information.  

F. Interest on Escrowed Funds 

Interest earned on the Project Escrow Account shall remain in the account and be used solely 
for Project-related costs. Any excess interest remaining upon Project close-out shall be 
distributed to the Private Partners on a pro-rata basis. 

G. Final Close-Out of the Escrow Account 

Within ninety (90) days following final inspection and acceptance of the Transportation 
Improvements, final payment of all approved Project expenses, receipt of all grant funds and 
close-out of all funding programs,  College Township shall provide the Private Partners with a 
final accounting of all deposits, expenses, and disbursements. Any remaining funds in the 
Project Escrow Account after such accounting shall be returned to the Private Partners on a 
pro-rata basis, in proportion to their respective contributions. 

VII. INDEMNIFICATION 

The Private Partners shall indemnify, save harmless, and defend College Township and Benner 
Township, its elected and appointed officials, and employees from all suits, actions, or claims of any 
character, name, or description, brought for or on account of any injuries to or damages received or 
sustained by any person, persons, or property, by it or from the Private Partners, their contractors, 
employees, or agents, by or on account of any act, omission, neglect, or misconduct, by themselves, 
their contractors, employees, or agents, during the performance of this Transportation Agreement 
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or thereafter, or to any other cause whatsoever, except that the Private Partners shall have no 
obligation to indemnify College Township and Benner Township or its officials for legal fees or 
judgments incurred as a result of any suits, actions or claims brought by Township residents or non-
profit political or community organizations opposing the Project, or any suits, actions or claims 
brought by the individual persons or entities opposing College Township’s or Benner Township’s 
involvement in the Project or seeking damages as a result of the Townships’ involvement in the 
Project. College Township and Benner Township shall have no obligation to indemnify the Private 
Partners for any costs or judgments as a result of any action brought against the Private Partners 
relating to the Project. Should any claim be brought against College Township or Benner Township, 
which is excluded from the obligation of the Private Partners to indemnify College Township or 
Benner Township, the Private Partners agree that College Township or Benner Township may 
terminate this Transportation Agreement. 

VIII. RECORDS 

The Private Partners shall maintain separate records of accounts for all of their performances under 
this Transportation Agreement. Further, the Private Partners shall retain all records for a period of 
not less than three (3) years from activity audit and closeout.  

IX. NONDISCRIMINATION 

No person may be excluded from participation in, denied benefits from, or otherwise discriminated 
against on the basis of race, creed, color, national origin, religion, sex, handicap, age, or familial 
status.   

X. EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

During the performance of this Transportation Agreement, the Private Partners agree to the 
following: 

A. The Private Partners shall not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment 
because of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. The Private Partners shall take 
affirmative action to ensure that applicants are employed, and that employees are treated 
during employment without regard to their race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. Such 
action shall include, but not be limited to employment upgrading, demotion, or transfer; 
recruitment or recruitment advertising; layoff or termination; rates of pay or other forms of 
compensation; and selection for training, including apprenticeship. The Private Partners agree 
to post in conspicuous places available to all employees and applicants for employment, 
notices to be provided setting forth the provision of this nondiscrimination clause.  

B. The Private Partners shall, in all solicitations or advertisements for employees placed by or 
on behalf of the Private Partners, state that all qualified applicants will receive consideration 
for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, or familial 
status. 

C. The Private Partners shall send to each labor union or representative of workers with which 
they have a collective bargaining agreement or other contract or understanding, a notice 
advising the said labor union or workers' representatives of the contractor's commitments 
under this section and shall post copies of the notice in conspicuous places available to all 
employees and applicants for employment. 

OB-3.a. 



 

 12 

D. The Private Partners shall furnish all information and reports required by College Township 
and will permit access to all books, records, and accounts by College Township or an 
awarding entity for the purposes of investigation to ascertain compliance with the 
requirements set forth in this clause. 

 

XI. TERMINATION FOR BREACH OF AGREEMENT 

If College Township, Benner Township, or any party substantially fails to perform a material 
promise herein, which failure is not cured within ten (10) days after receiving written notice of the 
failure, the non-breaching parties to this Transportation Agreement may declare this 
Transportation Agreement terminated by unanimous consent and such non-breaching parties 
shall be availed all remedies provided by law. If the Transportation Agreement is terminated, 
College Township shall provide the Private Partners with an accounting of all deposits, expenses, 
and disbursements. Any remaining funds in the Project Escrow Account after such accounting 
shall be returned to the Private Partners on a pro-rata basis, in proportion to their respective 
contributions.  

XII. NOTICES 

All notices, requests, consents, approvals, or other communications required or permitted under this 
Agreement shall be in writing and shall deemed duly given when delivered personally, sent by 
certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, or sent via a nationally recognized overnight 
courier, to the addresses set forth below (or to such other address as a Party may designate by 
written notice in accordance with this Section): 

If to College Township 

Adam Brumbaugh, Township Manager 
1481 E College Avenue,  
State College, PA 16801 

 
If to Benner Township: 

 
Randy Moyer, Supervisor 
1224 Buffalo Run Road 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 

 
If to Private Partners: 

 
Ferris Land Development, L.P. 

Rolen E. Ferris 
6 Penns Way Road 

Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 
 

Maxwell Companies 
Edward G. Maxwell 

1705 East Trout Road 
State College, PA 16801 
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PA State College Crew 814 LLC 
Paul Burkentine 

Burkentine Real Estate Group 
1454 Baltimore Street, Suite A 

Hanover, PA 17331 
 

XIII. MISCELLANEOUS 

A. Any amendments, deletions, additions, substitutions, or cancellations of this Transportation 
Agreement shall be in writing and signed by all Parties. 

B. In carrying out this Transportation Agreement, all Parties agree to comply with all federal, 
state, local laws, regulations, and executive orders. 

C. This Transportation Agreement may not be assigned in whole or in part without the prior 
written consent of the other Parties. 

D. An audit of the grant programs may be required by the awarding entities; and the Parties 
hereto agree to allow duly authorized examiners full access to and the right to examine any 
pertinent books, papers, documents, and records within their custody or control, for this or 
any other audits or reviews. If College Township receives a request from any awarding agency 
for records, the Private Partners shall cooperate with College Township to fulfill such request. 
If College Township receives a request for documents under the Pennsylvania Right to Know 
Law (“RTKL”), the Private Partners shall provide documents which the RTKL requires College 
Township to provide. This paragraph shall not prevent the Private Partners from asserting any 
rights under the RTKL if the Private Partners do not believe that a requested document is 
subject to the RTKL. 

E. The invalidity of any one or more of the phrases, clauses, sentences, or paragraphs contained 
in this Transportation Agreement shall not affect the remaining portions of this Transportation 
Agreement. 

XIV. NO DELEGATION OF GOVERNMENTAL POWERS TO PRIVATE PARTNERS 

Nothing in this agreement delegates to the Private Partners any governmental powers, including, 
without limitation, the power of eminent domain. Any exercise of any governmental power shall be 
taken by College Township or Benner Township for the benefit of the Project and at the sole and 
absolute discretion of College Township and Benner Township. 

XV. NO WAIVER 

The Parties may elect not to enforce their rights and remedies under this Transportation Agreement 
in the event of a breach by another Party of any term or condition of this Transportation Agreement. 
In any event, the failure by any Party to enforce their rights and remedies under this Transportation 
Agreement shall not be construed as a waiver of any subsequent breach of the same or any other 
term or condition of this Transportation Agreement.  

XVI. SEVERABILITY 

The provisions of this Transportation Agreement shall be severable. If any phrase, clause, sentence 
or provision of this Transportation Agreement is declared to be contrary to the Constitution of 
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Pennsylvania or of the United States or of the laws of the Commonwealth and the applicability 
thereof to any government, agency, person or circumstance is held invalid, the validity of the 
remainder of this Transportation Agreement and the applicability thereof to any government, 
agency, person or circumstance shall not be affected thereby. 

XVII. SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS 

All covenants and obligations of the Parties under this Transportation Agreement shall inure to and 
bind their successors and assigns, whether or not expressly assumed by such successors and 
assigns. 

XVIII. FORCE MAJEURE 

None of the Parties shall be liable for failure to perform under this Transportation Agreement if such 
failure to perform arises out of causes beyond the control and without the fault or negligence of the 
nonperforming Party. Such causes may include, but are not limited to, acts of God or the public 
enemy, fires, floods, epidemics, quarantine restrictions, freight embargoes, and unusually severe 
weather. This provision shall become effective only if the Party failing to perform immediately notifies 
the other Parties of the extent and nature of the problem, limits delay in performance to that required 
by the event, and takes all reasonable steps to minimize delays. This provision shall not be effective 
unless the failure to perform is beyond the control and without the fault or negligence of the 
nonperforming Party. 

XVIII. TITLES NOT CONTROLLING 

Titles of paragraphs are for reference only, and shall not be used to construe the language in this 
Transportation Agreement. 

XIX. EFFECTIVE DATE OF AGREEMENT 

This Transportation Agreement and the authorizations granted in it shall be effective only after full 
execution and approval by all Parties. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Transportation Agreement the day and year 
indicated below. 

ATTEST:   COLLEGE TOWNSHIP  
 

   By:        

Name:    Name:  Adam T. Brumbaugh    

   Title:  Township Manager  

  Date:      

 

ATTEST:   BENNER TOWNSHIP  

 

   By:        

Name:    Name:  Randy Moyer     

   Title:  Supervisor  

  Date:      

 

ATTEST:   PENNDOT 

 

   By:        

Name:    Name:        

Title:        

   Date:      

 

ATTEST:  FERRIS LAND DEVELOPMENT, LP. 

 

   By:        

Name:    Name: Rolen E. Ferris     

   Title:  President/CEO     

   Date:      

 

ATTEST:  PA STATE COLLEGE CREW 814 LLC 

 

   By:        

Name:    Name: Paul Burkentine     

   Title:  President     

   Date:      

 

ATTEST:   MAXWELL COMPANIES 

 

   By:        

Name:    Name: Edward Maxwell     

   Title:  President & CEO    

   Date:      
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Shiloh Road Corridor Development Partnership Budget 

Total Corridor Project Budget: $5,852,430 

TIIF Request / DCED:   $2,700,000 

Private Developer Contributions: $2,057,430 

 Ferris:      $1,140,860 (Corridor Assessment – $498,580; Improvement – $375,000; Future  
     Corridor Development: $267,280) 

 Maxwell:      $477,445 (Corridor Assessment – $227,445; Improvement –$100,000; Future 
     Improvement Contribution: $150,000) 

 PA State:       $439,125 (Corridor Assessment – $289,125; Improvement – $150,000)  
 College Crew 

PennDOT:    $1,095,000 

 

Shiloh Road Corridor Development Partnership Assessments 

 

Corridor Development Partnership Trip Allocations and Assessments  

Partnership Budget $1,285,000 

Future Corridor Assessment– 15% without PennDOT 20.8% – 6,436 Trips (Ferris) $267,280 

Improvement – $150,000 (Maxwell) $417,280 

Ferris – 27% without PennDOT 38.8%  –  11,984 Trip $498,580 

Improvement – $375,00 $873,580 

Maxwell – 12% without PennDOT 17.7%  –  5,462 Trips $227,445 

Improvement  –  $100,000 $327,445 

PA State College Crew 814 LLC – 16% without PennDOT 22.5%  –  6,942 Trips $289,125 

Improvement  –  $150,00  $439,125 

Total Private Developer Contributions                                                 35% $2,057,430 

TIIF                                                                                                               46% $2,700,000 

PennDOT                                                                                                     19% $1,095,000 

Total Shiloh Road Corridor Investment $5,852,430 
 

ATTACHMENT 4 
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Shiloh Road Corridor Development Partnership Assessments 

Traffic Engineering $220,000 

Site Assessments $35,000 

Corridor Design Fees $325,000 

Project Management $250,000 

Public Funding Strategy and Implementation 

• Preparation of Briefing Materials

• Legislative and Agency Meetings

• Local Municipal Briefings

• Developer Agreements

• PennDOT Development Agreements

• Grant preparation and submission

$120,000 

TIIF and Economic Impact Study 

• Market Study

• Economic Impact Study

• Meetings with PennDOT and DCED

• Prepare Follow Up Materials as Required

$45,000 

Grant Compliance and Drawdown  $240,000 

(Assumes 6-month pre-construction; 18-month construction period) 

• Work with PennDOT District-2 – Grant Agreement

• Assist with Environmental Assessment as required

• Review plans/specification and bid documents to ensure compliance
with Grant Agreement

• Compliance – weekly payroll certificate forms; work with contractors to
maintain compliance

• Prepare and submit all request for reimbursements

• Monitor and track grant funds

Legal Budget – Agreements (2) $50,000 

Total $1,285,000 
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Total Corridor Trip Generation – Shiloh Road Corridor  

College Township, Centre County, PA 

 

Tract/Development Weekday 24-
Hour Trips % Total AM Peak 

Hour Trips 
PM Peak 

Hour Trips 
SAT Peak 

Hour Trips 

PennDOT 13,250 30%    
      

Ferris Land 
Development, LP 11,984 27% 782 825 1,093 
      

PA State College  
Crew 814 LLC 6,942 16% 382 454 419 
      

Maxwell 5,462 12% 492 313 454 

      

Future Corridor 
Ferris / Maxwell 6,436 15% 440 366 415 
      

TOTAL 44,074 100% 2,096 1,958 2,381 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT  

BETWEEN COLLEGE TOWNSHIP AND BENNER TOWNSHIP  

FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE SHILOH ROAD TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS  

AND THE ONGOING MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC SIGNALS  

INSTALLED AS PART OF THE SHILOH ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

 

THIS INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT (the “Agreement”) is 
made this ___ day of ________________, 2026 by and between COLLEGE TOWNSHIP, a 
Second Class Township organized under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
with an address of 1481 East College Avenue, State College, PA 16801 (“College Township”) 
and BENNER TOWNSHIP, a Second Class Township organized under the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with an address of 1224 Buffalo Run Road, Bellefonte, PA 
16823 (“Benner Township”) (College Township and Benner Township shall hereinafter 
collectively be referred to as the “Townships”). 

BACKGROUND: 

WHEREAS, the Townships, together with private development entities and the 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (“PennDOT”), have entered into a 
Transportation Agreement (attached hereto as Exhibit “A”) to advance the design, 
permitting, and construction of transportation improvements along Shiloh Road in Centre 
County, Pennsylvania, to enhance safety, capacity, and access for existing and future 
development; and 

WHEREAS, Article IX, Section 5 of the Pennsylvania Constitution and the 
Intergovernmental Cooperation Act of 1996, 53 Pa. C.S. §2301 et seq. (the “Act”), authorize 
local governmental units to cooperate jointly in the exercise or performance of their 
respective governmental functions, powers, and responsibilities; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act, the governing bodies of the Townships desire to set 
forth their respective roles and responsibilities concerning the construction of the Shiloh 
Road transportation improvements from Spring Valley Road to Trout Road in Centre County 
and the ongoing operation and maintenance of traffic control devices installed as part of 
the project. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, intending to be legally bound, the Townships agree as follows: 

I. Incorporation of Recitals.  

The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein by reference as if set forth in full. 

II. Definitions. 

For the purposes of this Agreement, the following terms shall have the meanings set forth 
below: 

a. “Private Partners” shall mean: 

i. Ferris Land Development, LP; 

ii. Edward G. Maxwell; 

iii. State College Crew 814 LLC; and  

b. “PennDOT” shall mean the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 

c. “Shiloh Road Improvements” shall mean the transportation improvements 
identified in Exhibit “B,” including, but not limited to new and modified turn 
lanes, approach lanes, traffic signal installation, pavement markings, 
signage, and related appurtenances.  

d. “Project Escrow Account” shall mean a dedicated, interest-bearing account 
established to receive and disburse funds contributed by the Private Partners 
for pre-construction activities. Eligible expenditures include: 

i. Engineering and design invoices; 

ii. Studies and plans required for grant submissions; 

iii. Grant application preparation and administration costs. 

e. “Construction Account” shall mean a segregated account established by 
College Township to receive, hold, and disburse funds for construction of the 
Shiloh Road Improvements. Eligible expenditures include: 

i. Contractor pay applications; 

ii. Construction inspection invoices; 

iii. Materials testing; 

iv. Change order payments; 
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v. Other construction-related costs 

f. “Pre-Construction Activities” shall include preliminary engineering, 
feasibility studies, traffic impact analyses, environmental reviews, 
permitting, right-of-way coordination, grant preparation, and grant 
administration.  

g. “Construction Activities” shall mean all work necessary to construct the 
Shiloh Road Improvements in accordance with PennDOT-approved plans 
and specifications and the applicable Highway Occupancy Permit.  

h. “Highway Occupancy Permit” shall mean the permit issued by PennDOT 
authorizing access, occupancy, and construction within a state right-of-way 
pursuant to 67 Pa. Code Chapter 441.  

i. “Ferris Land Development, LP” is responsible for all grant administration to 
include review of prevailing wage documentation, submission of all 
forms/documents required for review and approval of each funding agency; 
submission of reimbursement requests on behalf of College.  

j. “L&I Prevailing Wage Certifications” shall mean weekly certified payroll 
reports and related compliance documentation required by the Pennsylvania 
Prevailing Wage Act and administered by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Labor & Industry, verifying payment of required prevailing wage rates for 
public work. 

III. Duties of College Township.  

College Township shall serve as the municipal lead entity for purposes of project 
coordination, bidding, construction oversight, and grant administration support, and shall:   

a. Serve as the applicant of record for public grant applications submitted in 
support of the Shiloh Road Improvements. 

b. Establish and maintain appropriate financial accounting procedures for all 
funds received and expended in connection with the Project, including 
maintenance of the Project Escrow Account and Construction Account. 

c. Publicly advertise and competitively bid the construction of the Shiloh Road 
Improvements in accordance with the Pennsylvania Second Class Township 
Code and other applicable laws upon receipt of complete, PennDOT-
approved bid documents. 
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d. Award construction contracts to the lowest responsible bidder and execute 
all necessary contracts; obtain all necessary insurance certificates along 
with payment and performance bonds. 

e. Retain or contract for qualified professional engineering services to provide 
construction inspection and oversight in accordance with PennDOT 
requirements and the HOP. 

f. Coordinate with Ferris Land Development LP regarding the collection of L&I 
Prevailing Wage Certifications and submission of documentation required for 
grant reimbursement.  

g. Process contractor and engineering invoices in a timely manner and provide 
proof of payment documentation necessary for reimbursement requests.  

h. Provide quarterly written status reports to the Private Partners and Benner 
Township detailing project progress, financial status, construction 
milestones, change orders, and funding updates. 

i. Submit applications for required traffic signal permits and approvals. 

j. Upon completion of construction, assume responsibility for the operation, 
maintenance, and electricity costs associated with traffic signals located 
within College Township, and, unless otherwise agreed, traffic signals 
installed in Benner Township. 

k. Annually budget for signal operation and maintenance costs according to the 
Township’s signal maintenance plan. 

IV. Duties of Benner Township.  

Benner Township shall:  

a. Review and respond to Project-related submissions within ten (10) business 
days where practicable 

b. Cooperate in securing required right(s)-of-way, easements, and temporary 
construction access within its municipal boundaries.  

c. Assist College Township in obtaining required permits or authorizations 
affecting property within Benner Township. 
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V. Financing 

The Shiloh Road Improvements shall be funded through a combination of Private Partner 
Contributions and public grant funds. Nothing herein shall obligate either Township to 
expend general fund revenues unless expressly authorized by separate action of its 
governing body. No debt shall be created by this Agreement within the meaning of the Local 
Government Unit Debt Act. 

VI. Duration.  

The obligations and responsibilities set forth in this Agreement shall commence when this 
Agreement is approved by resolutions adopted by the College Township Council and the 
Benner Township Board of Supervisors. The Agreement shall remain in effect unless 
terminated by either Township upon ninety days written notice. Upon termination, the 
Townships shall be responsible for the operation and maintenance of all traffic signals 
located in their respective municipality. The Township that elects to terminate this 
Agreement shall notify PennDOT in writing of the same. 

VII. Indemnification and Liability 

Each Township shall be responsible for its own acts and omissions and those of its officers, 
employees, and agents. Nothing herein shall be construed as a waiver of governmental 
immunity under applicable law. 

VIII. Notices.  

All notices required under this Agreement shall be in writing and delivered by certified mail, 
U.S. mail, or personal delivery to the Township Manager at the addresses set forth above, 
unless otherwise designated in writing. 

IX. Entire Agreement.  

This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding between the Townships concerning 
the subject matter hereof and may be amended only by written instrument approved by 
resolution of both governing bodies. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Townships hereto have caused this Agreement to be duly 
executed this _________ day of _______________, 2026. 

 

ATTEST:      COLLEGE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 

 

__________________________________  ________________________________ 

 

 

ATTEST:      BENNER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF 
        SUPERVISORS 
 
 
 ____________________________________  ________________________________ 
 

OB-3.c. 



OB-3.d. 



OB-3.d. 



 
MEMORANDUM 

To: College Township Council      

From:  Thompson Woods Preserve Governance Committee  

 

Thru:    Mike Bloom, Assistant Township Manager 

  

Re:   NB-1.a. Forest Restoration Plan Update Review 

 

Date:  March 12, 2026, for the April 2nd meeting  

                

Background:  

In 2025, College Township and State College Borough Councils authorized the Thompson Woods Preserve 

Governance Committee to contract with Mr. Mike Wolf of Appalachian Forest Consultants, LLC. to perform an 

update to the 2018 Thompson Woods Preserve Forest Restoration Plan. Mr. Wolf was the consultant that 

developed the 2018 plan.  

Mr. Wolf completed his work at the end of 2025 and presented the attached Forest Restoration Plan Update to 

the Governance Committee for their review on January 1, 2026.  

The plan update provides a detailed assessment of the forest conditions and overall health. Further, it equips the 

Committees, property owners and stakeholders with a list of treatment options that could be considered to 

improve conditions of the property in the future.  

The Governance and Advisory Committees have both reviewed the plan update and have found that it meets 

expectations.   

Recommendation:  

The Governance Committee recommends that the College Township and State College Borough Councils 

accept the Thomspon Woods Preserve Forest Restoration Plan Update (2026) as written.     
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Forest Restoration Plan 

(2026 Update) 
 

Thompson Woods Preserve 
www.thompsonwoodspreserve.org 

 

State College, PA 

43.36 acres 
 

January 1, 2026 
 

By:  

Appalachian Forest Consultants, LLC 

Mike Wolf 
(814) 659-1280 

mike.wolf.afc@gmail.com 

 

In cooperation with: 

ClearWater Conservancy 

College Township 

State College Borough 

Thompson Woods Preserve Advisory and Governance Committee 
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Introduction 
 

About Thompson Woods Preserve: 

 

Thompson Woods Preserve (TWP) is a 43.36-acre natural area, located south of East College Avenue (Rt 

26), and is bordered on 3 sides by either high density residential lots or businesses along Rt 26. TWP is 

jointly owned by College Township and the Borough of State College. In 2000, ClearWater Conservancy 

acquired the TWP property from a developer, with a PA Department of Conservation and Natural 

Resources Land Trust grant, and subsequently transferred the property to College Township and the 

Borough of State College. TWP now provides a beautiful green space and natural area that is cherished by 

its users, neighbors, and surrounding community. TWP offers its users approximately 1.3 miles of 

walking trails, a parking area (off Walnut Springs Lane), a diversity of wildlife habitats, and 

approximately 900 feet of Thompson Run which is a tributary to Slab Cabin Run and Spring Creek. 

Additionally, TWP provides neighbors and the local community a safeguarded natural forest area 

dedicated to nurturing and rejuvenating the intrinsic ecological harmony within an evolving urban 

landscape. TWP protects local water resources, provides green space in an urbanized area, enhances 

outdoor recreation opportunities, and protects fish and wildlife habitat.  

 

Previous Forest Management Planning: 

 

It is not the intent of this Forest Restoration Plan (2026 Update) to disregard previous documents that 

were written to guide the management of TWP. In fact, reviewing the previous management planning 

documents is advisable to fully understand TWP and the management advice discussed herein. 

 

Previous Planning Documents: 

• Thompson Woods Preserve Management Plan prepared by ClearWater Conservancy of 

Central Pennsylvania, Inc. 

o October 29, 2003 

o Updated June 1, 2013 

• Forest Restoration Plan (Thompson Woods Preserve and Walnut Springs Park) prepared by 

Appalachian Forest Consultants 

o January 30, 2018 

 

Purpose of this Forest Restoration Plan (2026 Update): 

 

In 2022, College Township and the Borough of State College recognized that a new governance structure 

was required for Thompson Woods Preserve to ensure proper adherence to the property covenants and the 

Thompson Woods Preserve Management Plan. To that end, the municipalities entered into a 

Intermunicipal Cooperation Agreement establishing a new governance structure for the Thompson Woods 

Preserve consisting of two distant committees and further outlining the purpose, objective(s), structure, 

duration, power and scope of authority being delegated under the newly established governance structure 

and the manner and extent of any necessary financial obligations pursuant to the agreement. The 

Thompson Woods Preserve Advisory and Governance Committees membership was fully appointed and 

began their work in the Spring of 2023.  
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Along with this new governance structure, the new Committees created the current Mission Statement 

for Thompson Woods Preserve: 

 

“The Thompson Woods Preserve Committees were established through an intermunicipal 

cooperation agreement between College Township and State College Borough with the mission to 

provide dedicated stewardship of the Thompson Woods Nature Preserve by restoring and 

protecting its ecological integrity, fostering biodiversity, and offering a peaceful space for passive 

recreation and connectivity between the municipalities. The Committees are committed to 

education, conservation, and collaboration with community stakeholders to ensure the Preserve 

remains a thriving natural resource that encourages visitations from current and future 

generations.” 

 

There are some important points to make regarding the carefully chosen wording in the Mission 

Statement above… 

 

✓ “dedicated stewardship” 

o This implies playing an active role in ensuring a healthy forest system for today and 

tomorrow 

✓ “restoring ecological integrity” 

o This implies a need for fixing a broken forest system 

✓ “thriving natural resource” 

o This implies a lofty goal of totally committing to a restorative forest management 

strategy 

 

A healthy forest provides many benefits. A healthy forest cleans our air, provides a place for enjoying 

nature, cleans our water, provides abundant habitat for wildlife, and adds value to our communities. A 

simple and useful definition of a healthy forest is…a healthy forest can sustain itself. In other words, as 

trees within a forest die (age, insects, disease, wind, ice, etc) they are naturally replaced by young trees. 

Using a sports analogy, a good team not only has quality “starters,” but it also has a quality “bench” that 

is ready to come in the game when a starter is hurt or tired. The large trees are the starters, but there needs 

to be an abundant and productive bench ready to get in the game and fill a void when necessary. In a 

forest, species are important as well. Therefore, a forest that is dominated by large oak trees must have an 

abundant number of small oak seedlings and saplings that are ready to fill gaps. A forest that is dominated 

by large sugar maple must have an abundant number of small sugar maple seedlings and saplings that are 

ready to fill gaps. In a healthy forest system, there is very little, if any, management (or manipulation) 

necessary for young oak trees to fill a gap created by a dying oak tree…the system takes care of it on its 

own through annual seed production, seedling germination, and seedling growth. Sunlight is not a factor 

in whether a seed can germinate or whether a seedling can grow for a short time. If a gap (sunlight) is not 

created, that seedling will likely die over time, but the system is creating more seedlings on an almost 

annual basis.  

 

Sadly, most forests today are not able to sustain themselves and are therefore not healthy. In fact, it is rare 

to find a forest that has a layer of abundant seedlings of preferred species that are in place and ready to fill 

a gap when necessary. The primary reasons our forests are not healthy are: 

 

1. Historically high deer numbers 

2. Abundance of plants that deer don’t eat  
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During the non-growing season months (primarily November through March) deer heavily rely on the 

buds of woody plants for food. Deer are selective feeders and therefore have taste preferences that 

determine what they will and will not eat. Deer like to eat the buds of native hardwood seedlings like oak, 

maple, hickory, aspen, tulip poplar, basswood, cucumber, and others. Deer also like to eat the buds of 

dogwood, viburnum, elderberry, hawthorn, winterberry, sassafras, blackberry, black raspberry, and 

others. These are the same species that can be most beneficial to other wildlife. Eating the buds of these 

species will stunt growth and can even kill the plant. And, once they eat all the buds on these preferred 

species, they can start to eat less-preferred species such as black cherry, American beech, striped maple, 

and others.  

 

The long-term result of this selective and continuous feeding is very typically an obvious absence of these 

species in the forest. Further, an additional result is the growth, even abundant growth, of plants deer 

won’t eat. Many of the plants deer won’t eat are non-native and invasive. These non-native invasive 

species (NNIS) thrive in the absence of native/preferred plants. Over time (think decades), the forest’s 

ability to sustain itself goes away. An understory that is heavily impacted by deer can be very open (no 

plants) or it can become filled with NNIS. In either case, the forest system is broken, the forest cannot 

sustain itself, and only non-preferred plants (often NNIS) can exist on the forest floor. 

 

The reality in TWP is there are no quality bench players. The forest’s understory is either bare or filled 

with undesirable plants, many of which are NNIS. There are no desirable seedlings on the forest floor – 

no desirable seedlings or saplings at the ready to fill potential gaps. Decades of heavy deer impact is quite 

evident. Looking at TWP’s Mission Statement through the lens of reality, the big question is…how can 

our dedicated stewardship restore ecological integrity and create a thriving natural resource? This 

question will be answered through the forest management strategies presented in this Forest Restoration 

Plan (2026 Update). The presented strategies will not only be geared toward meeting the TWP Mission 

Statement, but will also be based on the following Landowner Objectives that have been presented by 

the TWP Advisory and Governance Committees… 

 

Current Landowner Objectives: 

 

1. Eliminate the non-native/invasive shrub understory 

2. Promote growth of native/desirable seedlings and saplings 

3. Promote a robust, healthy understory capable of replacing overstory trees 

4. Conserve and protect TWP for the enjoyment by future generations 
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Mapping 
 

Map 1:  ClearWater Conservancy Forest Stewardship Map, showing TWP (yellow outline) in 

relation to Walnut Springs Park, businesses along East College Avenue, and local 

residential neighborhoods 
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Map 2: Centre Regional Planning Agency Map listed as the “2013 official map of Thompson 

Woods Preserve and Walnut Springs Park” in the Thompson Woods Preserve 

Management Plan (updated June 1, 2013), prepared by ClearWater Conservancy of 

Central Pennsylvania, Inc 
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Map 3:  TWP property map with property line highlighted in red 

 

 
 

Map 4:  TWP trail map showing Parking Area (orange waypoint), Poleline Path (yellow dash 

line), Woodlot Trail (white dash line), and Streamside Trail (pink dash line). Some small 

extension paths are also shown with dotted lines 
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Map 5: TWP Management Units (MU’s), related to the restorative strategies presented in this 

Forest Restoration Plan (2026 Update), showing Management Unit 1 (MU 1) in white 

and Management Unit 2 (MU 2) in yellow 

 

 
 

Map 6:  Streamside Management Zone (blue dash area) represents TWP property within 150 feet 

of Walnut Run and Thompson Run 
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Map 7: Showing how the Streamside Management Zone (blue dash area) interacts with both  

MU 1 and MU 2 

 

 
 

Map 8: Showing Powerline Management Zone (purple dash area) in relation to Streamside 

Management Zone (blue dash area) 

 

 
 

NB-1.a. 



Current Forest Conditions 
 

General Conditions: 

 

In general, the conditions of the TWP forest have not changed substantially since the 2018 Forest 

Restoration Plan was written. A main section of that plan discussed 8 questions (developed through 

decades of research by Penn State University and the U.S. Forest Service) that should be considered when 

a sustainable forest outcome is the goal. It would be worth your time to review pages 4-7 of the 2018 

Forest Restoration Plan. However, for now, the following paragraph highlights some important factors 

that have not changed in TWP since 2018. 

 

Deer impacts are still considered high and are still having a negative effect on species composition in 

TWP. There are still very few, if any, native/desirable seedlings present. When trees in TWP die or fall 

over, the additional light that reaches the forest floor is primarily benefiting NNIS. Plants that can easily 

displace and outcompete native plants are still abundant. The future of the forest is still at risk due to the 

absence of desirable plants in the understory. Native species diversity is declining and the potential 

success of native species regrowth is hampered by NNIS growth and hungry deer. 

 

The 2018 Forest Restoration Plan included some images from the property to show the dire forest 

understory situation. A picture is worth a thousand words, so it is worth sticking with that strategy. The 

following pictures were taken onsite at TWP in October 2025. 

 

Image 1: A consistent view from any location along a trail in MU 1 or in the Streamside 

Management Zone of MU 1 or MU 2. Note that all of the plants below 12 foot tall are 

NNIS and that they fully dominate the forest floor 
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Image 2: A consistent view from any location in the upper sections of MU 2. Note that the forest 

floor is quite bare and if there is a plant, it is a NNIS  

 

 
 

Image 3: Occasionally, a desirable plant was found in a spot that was almost completely protected 

from deer. In the case of the blackberry pictured here, it was growing in a mess of limbs 

from a recently broken tree top that created a “safe” place to grow 
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Inventory and Analysis (based on filed inventory adjusted for current use): 

 

MU 1 (12.5 acres) 

 

 Important Understory (from 0 to 6 feet) Information: 

• Zero desirable seedlings found in sample plots 

• 100% of sample plots contained an abundance of NNIS 

• NNIS found in sample plots were  

o Tatarian honeysuckle 

o Norway maple  

o buckthorn 

o privet 

o oriental bittersweet 

o autumn olive 

o multiflora rose 

 

Important Midstory (from 6 to 20 feet) information: 

• Zero desirable saplings found in sample plots 

• 100% of sample plots contained “tall woody interference” 

• NNIS found in the sample plots were 

o privet 

o Tatarian honeysuckle 

o buckthorn 

 

Important Overstory (tall trees) information: 

• Norway maple (a NNIS) was present in the overstory 

• Average tree diameter = 13” dbh 

• Average basal area = 90 sq ft 

• Average number of trees per acre by species 

o black walnut – 40 

o Norway spruce – 32 

o Norway maple - 18 

o Scotch pine – 15 

o white pine – 13 

o black cherry – 2 

o red pine – 2 

o sugar maple – 1.5 

o burr oak – 1 
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MU 2 (26.5 acres) 

 

 Important Understory (from 0 to 6 feet) Information: 

• Zero desirable seedlings found in sample plots 

• 100% of sample plots contained NNIS 

• NNIS found in sample plots were  

o Tatarian honeysuckle 

o Norway maple  

o buckthorn 

o privet 

o oriental bittersweet 

o ailanthus 

 

Important Midstory (from 6 to 20 feet) information: 

• Almost zero desirable saplings found in sample plots 

• 77% of sample plots contained “tall woody interference” 

• NNIS found in the sample plots were 

o Norway maple 

o Tatarian honeysuckle 

 

Important Overstory (tall trees) information: 

• Norway maple (a NNIS) was present in the overstory 

• Average tree diameter = 15” dbh 

• Average basal area = 125 sq ft 

• Average number of trees per acre by species 

o Norway maple – 140 

o sugar maple - 44 

o red oak – 35 

o hickory – 32 

o white oak – 24 

o red maple – 11 

o white pine – 10 

o black cherry – 10 

o black walnut – 2 

o black locust – 1 

o black oak – 1 

o aspen – 1 

o elm – 1 

o Scotch pine - 1 
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Impediments to Sustainability: 

 

As stated in ClearWater Conservancy’s original Thompson Woods Preserve Management Plan from 2003  

(and updated 2013), the original intent of creating TWP was to preserve and protect its conservation 

values. Additionally, TWP’s Mission Statement says, in part, that the Thompson Woods Preserve 

Committees: 

 

1. have the mission to provide dedicated stewardship of the TWP by restoring and protecting its 

ecological integrity and fostering biodiversity 

2. are committed to ensuring TWP remains a thriving natural resource for current and future 

generations 

 

Preserving and protecting TWP’s conservation values, providing dedicated stewardship, and committing 

to a thriving future for TWP are all honorable objectives. These objectives are likely exactly what 

neighbors and users of TWP would want to drive the Committees’ work. There is no doubt that the 

Committees, the neighbors, the users, and the community want the great benefits of TWP to last for many 

generations to come.  

 

When a forest has a dedicated steward (or in this case a team of dedicated stewards), no matter what its 

current condition, there is great hope for positive and lasting outcomes. A dedicated forest steward can 

succeed and overcome any impediment to sustainability, regardless of degree of effort, investment, and/or 

challenge. One thing is for sure, TWP has its share of challenges and it will take both effort and 

investment to overcome them. 

 

✓ Challenge #1: Ensuring that everyone understands the issues at hand and the dire outcomes of an 

unsustainable forest system 

 

It’s very easy for a person with an untrained eye to walk through TWP and “miss the forest for 

the trees.” Aldo Leopold once wrote, “One of the penalties of an ecological education is that one 

lives alone in a world of wounds.” Its true. Many can walk through TWP and not see a broken 

forest system and not see a forest filled with large native trees being replaced by invasive shrubs. 

To meet this challenge, TWP stewards will have to seek understanding and spread the word 

appropriately. 

 

✓ Challenge #2: Eliminating the NNIS (understory and overstory) from TWP 

 

The only plants growing in the understory of TWP are NNIS. If they are not eliminated, the 

problem will continue to get worse. As the NNIS grow in number and size, they create additional 

NNIS seeds. Some of these seeds will germinate and grow and others will lie dormant for years in 

expectation of another tree dying and allowing a gap to occur. At this point, a full attack should 

be planned. This will not be a casual or quick event. The elimination of NNIS from TWP is a 

daunting task that will take years to complete and even more years to ensure success. 

 

✓ Challenge #3: Protecting the forest floor enough to allow native seeds to germinate 

 

There are many desirable, large native trees in TWP and in all, they produce tens of thousands of 

seeds each year. When a desirable seed hits the ground but is fully surrounded by thick NNIS, it 
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won’t germinate. When a desirable seed hits the ground that is void of plants, it is highly 

susceptible to predation from chipmunks, squirrels, turkey, and deer. When a desirable seed hits 

the ground and miraculously germinates, it is quickly eaten by deer and disappears. Protecting the 

forest floor must go hand in hand with eliminating the competing plants, but even in the absence 

of any competing plants, the ground must be protected to ensure desirable plant germination and 

survival. 

 

✓ Challenge #4: Determining the best path toward protecting the forest floor and growing native 

plants  

 

The correct strategy, or mix of strategies, used to protect the forest floor cannot be implemented 

without a fairly high degree of change and interruption. For example, a wide-scale use of an 8’ 

tall deer fence, which is typically used in cases like this, may not be practical for TWP. Also, a 

wide-scale cutting of trees (chop and drop) could protect some of the area, but the necessary 

intensity to protect every acre may not be practical for TWP. Additionally, planting hundreds of 

trees per acre (each with a tree tube or wire cage protector) may not be practical for TWP. 

However, with these as the available options for filling the void after eliminating the invasive 

plants, some or all of these strategies must be employed. 

 

The following articles may be helpful to your team of forest stewards in dealing with these challenges: 

 

• Regenerating Hardwood Forests: Managing Competition, Deer, and Light 

o https://www.appalachianforestconsultants.com/files/Regenerating_Penns_Woods_CDL_

1-05.pdf 

• Talkin’ Bout Regeneration 

o https://www.appalachianforestconsultants.com/files/Talkin_20Bout_20Regeneration.pdf 

• Over the Limit? 

o https://www.appalachianforestconsultants.com/files/Over_the_Limit_handout.pdf 
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Desired Future Forest Condition 
 

The desired future condition of TWP would be a healthy forest that has the ability to sustain itself. 

Ideally, the next forest will be comprised of desirable, native trees that are similar to or better than its 

current overstory makeup. 

 

The reality is, overstory trees do not last forever and someday they will be replaced. The answer to the 

question, “what will replace them someday?” can be answered very easily. The easiest way to answer the 

question is to take a walk and see what is currently growing on the forest floor. The answer is simply, 

“whatever is currently growing on the forest floor will someday replace the overstory trees.” 

 

This is a harsh realization for the future of a forest in the condition of TWP.  

 

In the case of TWP, there will never be a timber harvest, but still, TWP cannot escape the reality that at 

some point down the road, the overstory will be replaced. We must focus today’s efforts on ensuring a 

viable and productive native understory that is ready for someday. 

 

The following images have been taken in PA and please notice that the overstory is still intact in almost 

every photo. Some will say, “there are no seedlings in TWP because there is not enough light.” This is a 

fallacy. Seedlings may need a gap to become a tall tree, but they do not need much light or any gap to 

germinate and grow for many years. A healthy forest has a constant cycle of varying ages of seedlings in 

the understory that are growing in the shade of an enclosed canopy.  

 

This is a collection of what the desired future forest condition should look like: 
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Forest Management Options 
 

While normally, a forest management plan cuts right to the chase and presents a “prescription” to take a 

forest from its current condition to the desired future condition, the TWP property cannot be treated like a 

“normal” forest. Afterall, TWP is in fact a preserve that has been designated for a special purpose, is 

situated in a special place, and also has a special use. All of this must be factored in to any strategy that 

aims to move the forest in the direction of its desired future condition. 

 

The following Forest Restoration Strategy presents multiple options and includes varying levels of 

intensity. The idea here is to allow for: 

 

1. A full understanding of all that is entailed with each Forest Management Option presented, to 

include degree of effort, investment, challenge, and maintenance 

2. A continuum of treatment options (from major changes to minor changes) for the Committees’ 

discussion and use with management decisions 

3. A continuum of time spans for treatment options (from all-at-once to a lengthy/extended 

timeframe) for the Committees’ discussion and use with management decisions 

 

NOTES:  

• The strategy options presented have already factored-in the “specialness” of TWP 

• The strategy options presented are in order from highest effort/investment to lowest 

effort/investment. They are also presented in order from fastest positive impact to slowest 

positive impact 

 

 

 

Option I: 

 

Option I includes a property-wide control of invasive plants (with multiple methods over multiple years), 

a chop and drop (of all Norway maple, all suppressed & intermediate stems, all non-productive stems) to 

add protective debris to the forest floor, and an optional addition of tree planting (only in protective 

debris).  

 

Initial herbicide work would be a foliar spray on all NNIS. The next step would be a stem treatment on all 

NNIS that did not die from the foliar spray. The next steps would be two years of “mop up” herbicide 

work to ensure adequate control of NNIS. Then, after NNIS are adequately controlled, target trees would 

be cut (just felled) to add a protective layer of debris to the forest floor. Finally, if desired, trees can be 

planted in the protective debris. 

 

Option I will positively impact all of TWP within 4 to 6 years. However, it is the most change in the 

shortest timeframe. While trails can be left open, park closures will be necessary during many parts of the 

operation. Additionally, Option I will create a high degree of visible change in TWP. 

 

The following worksheet lays out the timing, acreage, and approximate costs of implementing Option I. 

Timing will be subject to vegetative responses of each activity. 
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Worksheet for Option I: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thompson Woods Preserve

Forest Management Option I

Year MU Season Activity Acres Activity Notes Est Cost/ac Est Cost

1 1 summer foliar herbicide 12.5 aquatic label only in SMZ (1.4 ac) $300.00 $3,750.00

2 summer foliar herbicide 26.5 aquatic label only in SMZ (5 ac) $300.00 $7,950.00

P/L summer foliar herbicide 5 selective - target plants only $300.00 $1,500.00

sub-total 44 $13,200.00

1 or 2 1 any stem treatment 12.5 aquatic label only in SMZ (1.4 ac) $250.00 $3,125.00

2 any stem treatment 14.5 aquatic label only in SMZ (5 ac) $250.00 $3,625.00

P/L any stem treatment 5 selective - target plants only $250.00 $1,250.00

sub-total 32 $8,000.00

2 or 3 1 summer mop up herbicide 12.5 follow-up/mop up herbicide work 150 $1,875.00

2 summer mop up herbicide 26.5 follow-up/mop up herbicide work 150 $3,975.00

P/L summer mop up herbicide 5 follow-up/mop up herbicide work 150 $750.00

sub-total 44 $6,600.00

3 or 4 1 summer mop up herbicide 12.5 follow-up/mop up herbicide work 100 $1,250.00

2 summer mop up herbicide 26.5 follow-up/mop up herbicide work 100 $2,650.00

P/L summer mop up herbicide 5 follow-up/mop up herbicide work 100 $500.00

sub-total 44 $4,400.00

3, 4, or 5 1 any chop & drop 12.5 all Norway maple, all suppressed & intermediate, $550.00 $6,875.00

all non-productive stems

includes cut-stump treatment on any living Norway maple

2 any chop & drop 26.5 all Norway maple, all suppressed & intermediate, $550.00 $14,575.00

all non-productive stems

includes cut-stump treatment on any living Norway maple

sub-total 39 $21,450.00

Total $53,650.00

Possible Addition to Option I

4, 5, or 6 spring or fall tree planting 39 100 desirable seedlings/acre $520.00 $20,280.00

planted only in tops - where protected by debris

(no tubes or cages)

sub-total $20,280.00

New Total $73,930.00
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Approximate Yearly Cost for Option I (fast-paced): 

 

  
 

Approximate Yearly Cost for Option I (slower-paced): 

 

  
 

Note 1:  Cost estimates are based on current information and are subject to change. Costs do not include 

professional fees related to set up and oversight of each activity. Also, professional fees for 

marking trees for chop and drop are not included. Therefore, it would be wise to use a TOTAL 

COST of approximately $80,000.00 for budgeting purposes. 

 

Note 2: The cost of educational/informational signage was not factored into the costs presented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approx Yearly Cost for Option I

(fast-paced)

Year 1 $13,200.00

$8,000.00

Year 2 $6,600.00

Year 3 $4,400.00

Year 3 $21,450.00

Year 4 $20,280.00 (with tree planting option)

$73,930.00

Approx Yearly Cost for Option I

(slower-paced)

Year 1 $13,200.00

Year 2 $8,000.00

Year 3 $6,600.00

Year 4 $4,400.00

Year 5 $21,450.00

Year 6 $20,280.00 (with tree planting option)

$73,930.00
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Option II: 

 

Option II includes a property-wide control of invasive plants (with multiple methods over multiple years), 

a 3-acre deer exclosure, and a 2 acre tree planting (with protection). 

 

Initial herbicide work would be a foliar spray on all NNIS. The next step would be a stem treatment on all 

NNIS that did not die from the foliar spray. The next herbicide steps would be two years of “mop up” 

herbicide work to ensure adequate control of NNIS. Simultaneous with NNIS control, a 3-acre deer fence 

would be constructed in MU 2. The position of the deer fence would not interfere with any trails. 

Additionally, a 2-acre tree planting project would be implemented. The tree planting area would be 

outside but adjacent to the deer fence area. All planted trees would be fully protected with wire cages. 

 

The 3-acre deer fence and the 2-acre tree planting would be useful, over time, to the TWP Committees in 

communicating important aspects of what is needed to restore TWP. The combined 5-acre area would 

also provide valuable educational insight to any user of TWP who observes these areas over time and 

compares them to the surrounding forest.  

 

While Option II will still require some park shutdowns and will create some visual changes, the changes 

will not be as intense as Option I. While a less intense option may be desirable to some, keep in mind that 

Option II does not have as much positive effect or as much lasting positive effect on TWP. 

 

The following map shows the approximate locations of the deer fence and tree planting area. 

 

Map 9:  Showing TWP boundary (red dashed area), 3-acre deer fence (green dashed area), and 2-

acre tree planting (yellow dashed area): 
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The following worksheet lays out the timing, acreage, and approximate costs of implementing Option II. 

Timing will be subject to vegetative responses of each activity. 

 

Worksheet for Option II: 

 

 
 

Approximate Yearly Cost for Option II (fast-paced): 

 

  

Thompson Woods Preserve

Forest Management Option II

Year MU Season Activity Acres Activity Notes Est Cost/ac Est Cost

1 1 summer foliar herbicide 12.5 aquatic label only in SMZ (1.4 ac) $300.00 $3,750.00

2 summer foliar herbicide 26.5 aquatic label only in SMZ (5 ac) $300.00 $7,950.00

P/L summer foliar herbicide 5 selective - target plants only $300.00 $1,500.00

sub-total 44 $13,200.00

1 or 2 2 any deer fence 3 construct 8' high, woven wire deer exclosure $4,000.00 $12,000.00

include human access gates for internal observation

includes elimination of hazard trees near fence

sub-total $12,000.00

1 or 2 1 any stem treatment 12.5 aquatic label only in SMZ (1.4 ac) $250.00 $3,125.00

2 any stem treatment 14.5 aquatic label only in SMZ (5 ac) $250.00 $3,625.00

P/L any stem treatment 5 selective - target plants only $250.00 $1,250.00

sub-total 32 $8,000.00

2 or 3 1 summer mop up herbicide 12.5 follow-up/mop up herbicide work 150 $1,875.00

2 summer mop up herbicide 26.5 follow-up/mop up herbicide work 150 $3,975.00

P/L summer mop up herbicide 5 follow-up/mop up herbicide work 150 $750.00

sub-total 44 $6,600.00

3 or 4 1 summer mop up herbicide 12.5 follow-up/mop up herbicide work 100 $1,250.00

2 summer mop up herbicide 26.5 follow-up/mop up herbicide work 100 $2,650.00

P/L summer mop up herbicide 5 follow-up/mop up herbicide work 100 $500.00

sub-total 44 $4,400.00

3, 4, or 5 spring or fall tree planting 2 350 desirable seedlings/acre $5,000.00 $10,000.00

planted with cage protectors

sub-total $10,000.00

Total $54,200.00

Approx Yearly Cost for Option II

(fast-paced)

Year 1 $13,200.00

$12,000.00

$8,000.00

Year 2 $6,600.00

Year 3 $4,400.00

$10,000.00

$54,200.00
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Approximate Yearly Cost for Option II (slower-paced): 

 

  
 

 

Note 1:  Cost estimates are based on current information and are subject to change. Costs do not include 

professional fees related to set up and oversight of each activity. Also, professional fees for 

marking trees for chop and drop are not included. Therefore, it would be wise to use a TOTAL 

COST of approximately $60,000.00 for budgeting purposes. 

 

Note 2: While hazard trees near the deer fence will be mitigated, the deer fence will still occasionally be 

damaged by falling limbs/trees. When this occurs, the damage should be repaired quickly. 

Sometimes the damage may require professional repair. It would be wise to add $1,000.00 annual 

deer fence repair, just in case. 

 

Note 3: The TWP Committees should designate someone to inspect the fence for damage at least 2 times 

a month. 

 

Note 4: The cost of educational/informational signage was not factored into the costs presented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approx Yearly Cost for Option II

(slower-paced)

Year 1 $13,200.00

Year 2 $12,000.00

$8,000.00

Year 3 $6,600.00

Year 4 $4,400.00

Year 4 or 5 $10,000.00

$54,200.00
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Option III: 

 

While a property-wide attack on NNIS would be advisable as soon as possible, the TWP Committees may 

need to PROVE the necessity of higher investment costs. Instead of a property-wide plan, Option III 

designates only approximately 9 acres of TWP for treatment. This 9-acre area can be considered a Pilot 

Project and would be very useful, over time, in garnering increased support for a larger-scale project in 

the future. The Pilot Project area would certainly have a positive impact on 9 acres, but it could also be 

used by TWP Committees to provide valuable educational insight to any user of TWP who observes this 

area over time and compares it to the surrounding forest.  

 

The 9-acre Pilot Project would include 9 acres of NNIS control, a 3-acre deer fence, and a 2-acre tree 

planting. The location would be a very visible section of TWP that would be easily accessible for 

educational purposes. This 9-acre Pilot Project would highlight, over time, the many challenges that TWP 

faces that have been discussed in this Forest Restoration Plan (2026 Update). The goal of the Pilot Project 

would be to: 

• Encourage a high level of observation through field tours, signage, and other educational 

communication 

• Show members of the TWP Committees, users of TWP, and other stakeholders that the TWP 

forest system is broken and why 

• Show members of the TWP Committees, users of TWP, and other stakeholders how investments 

in TWP can turn an unsustainable situation into a success story 

• Positively impact approximately 9 acres of TWP and restore sustainability and forest health to the 

Pilot Project area 

• Use the Pilot Project as an on-ramp toward a broader plan (similar to Option I) in the future 

 

The following map shows the approximate location of the Pilot Project area. 

 

Map 10:  Showing Pilot Project area (white dashed area), 3-acre deer fence (green dashed area), 

and 2-acre tree planting (yellow dashed area): 
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The following worksheet lays out the timing, acreage, and approximate costs of implementing Option III. 

Timing will be subject to vegetative responses of each activity. 

 

Worksheet for Option III: 

 

 
 

Approximate Yearly Cost for Option III: 

 

  
 

Note 1:  Cost estimates are based on current information and are subject to change. Costs do not include 

professional fees related to set up and oversight of each activity. Also, professional fees for 

marking trees for chop and drop are not included. Therefore, it would be wise to use a TOTAL 

COST of approximately $35,000.00 for budgeting purposes. 

Thompson Woods Preserve

Forest Management Option III

Year MU Season Activity Acres Activity Notes Est Cost/ac Est Cost

1 2 summer foliar herbicide 9 aquatic label only in SMZ (5 ac) $300.00 $2,700.00

sub-total 9 $2,700.00

1 or 2 2 any deer fence 3 construct 8' high, woven wire deer exclosure $4,000.00 $12,000.00

include human access gates for internal observation

includes elimination of hazard trees near fence

sub-total $12,000.00

1 or 2 2 any stem treatment 9 aquatic label only in SMZ (5 ac) $250.00 $2,250.00

sub-total 9 $2,250.00

2 or 3 2 summer mop up herbicide 9 follow-up/mop up herbicide work 150 $1,350.00

sub-total 9 $1,350.00

3 or 4 2 summer mop up herbicide 26.5 follow-up/mop up herbicide work 100 $2,650.00

sub-total 26.5 $2,650.00

3, 4, or 5 spring or fall tree planting 2 350 desirable seedlings/acre $5,000.00 $10,000.00

planted with cage protectors

sub-total $10,000.00

Total $30,950.00

Approx Yearly Cost for Option III

Year 1 $2,700.00

$12,000.00

Year 2 $2,250.00

$1,350.00

Year 3 $2,650.00

$10,000.00

$30,950.00
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Note 2: While hazard trees near the deer fence will be mitigated, the deer fence will still occasionally be 

damaged by falling limbs/trees. When this occurs, the damage should be repaired quickly. 

Sometimes the damage may require professional repair. It would be wise to add $1,000.00 annual 

deer fence repair, just in case. 

 

Note 3: The TWP Committees should designate someone to inspect the fence for damage at least 2 times 

a month. 

 

Note 4: The costs of educational/informational signage, field tours, etc were not factored into the costs 

presented. 

 

 

 

Option IV: 

 

A good forest plan should always include a “do nothing” option. In other words, doing nothing is always 

an option. However, if you’ve carefully read the previous pages of this document as well as the past TWP 

plans, you should realize that continuing to do nothing will have repercussions. Arguments for doing 

nothing may include: 

 

• Saving the expense associated with forest management and forest health restoration 

• Avoidance of the potential public outcry related to major visual changes of TWP 

• Doing nothing is often the easiest path to take 

 

There is no doubt that the short-term cost (none) of choosing to do nothing is enticing. It is likely equally 

enticing to avoid “rocking the boat” with regard to potential public outcry. And, yes, doing nothing would 

be the easiest path to take. However, as with most everything in life, doing the right thing is likely not the 

cheapest or easiest option. 

 

The following are the potential repercussions related to a hands-off approach in TWP: 

 

• NNIS will continue to proliferate 

• NNIS will continue to outgrow and displace native plants 

• The plants currently growing in the understory will someday become the majority plants in TWP 

• A forest that currently includes tall, beautiful, native trees will someday become primarily a 

shrubland that is filled with NNIS 

 

 

“The best way out is always through.”    Robert Frost 

 

“Don’t be afraid to give up the good to go for the great.”   Steve Prefontaine 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: College Township Council     

From:  Mike Bloom, Assistant Township Manager 

  

Re:   NB-1.b. TWP Committee Structure 

 

Date:  March 24, 2026 for April 2nd meeting  

                

Background:  

The Governance Structure for Thompson Woods Preserve has been in place for more than 2.5 years and as with 

any such organization, there is value in evaluating its operational efficiency and effectiveness.  

At its onset, the Intermunicipal Cooperation Agreement between State College Borough and College Township 

established a two-committee structure consisting of the following:    

• A separate, jointly appointed Governance Committee with the purpose of: 

o Providing purpose-focused oversight of all Preserve matters; 

o Making requests for maintenance and repairs to the appropriate party(s); 

o Coordinating the work and initiatives recommended by the Advisory Committee; 

o Providing a forum for the public on matters related to the Preserve. 

 

• An Advisory Committee, which is a strictly advisory body with the purpose of:   

o Identifying issues or potential projects within the Preserve for consideration by the 

Governance Committee; 

o Providing insight and/or technical recommendations to the Governance Committee on 

matters related to the stewardship of the Preserve consistent with the prevailing management 

plan and property covenants;  

o Responding to requests made by the Governance Committee.   

 

The Governance Committee organized in a formal manner like other municipal Authorities, Boards and 

Commissions, with a publicly advertised regular meeting schedule and officers (Chair/Vice Chair). While the 

Advisory Committee opted to remain an informally organized, ad-hoc committee that would meet on an as 

needed basis for more project specific purposes.  

 

Evaluation:  

For a variety of reasons, the two-committee structure has not worked entirely as envisioned.  

The Governance Committee has continued to meet on a regular basis, aided in organizing communications and 

workflows, fostered relationships with partners and outside agencies (Clearwater Conservancy, Penn State) and 

has produced a modest number of smaller maintenance-type projects.  
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The Advisory Committee has not met regularly and has not been engaged in any project development since 

early 2024. While well intended, the committee’s informal, ad-hoc structure has not been a benefit. Staff 

capacity limitations have also compounded the limited engagement of the Advisory Committee.    

As such, the Governance Committee has to an extent assumed the responsibilities of the Advisory Committee.  

Recommendation: 

The Governance and Advisory Committees each met in February recommended a proposal to consolidate the 

structure into a singular 12-member Governance Committee comprised of the following:  

Five (5) voting members including:  

• Two (2) College Township appointees 

• Two (2) State College Borough appointees 

• One (1) CRPRA appointee, this appointee should be a member of the CRPRA Board or a designee 

approved by the CRPRA Board, who does not represent or reside in either the Township or Borough. 

 

Seven (7) non-voting, ex-officio members representing the following stakeholders:  

• One (1) representative from the Clearwater Conservancy 

• One (1) representative from Centre Region Parks and Recreation  

• One (1) representative from the Vallimont Home Owner Association 

• One (1) representative from the Thompson Woods Property Owners’ Association 

• Up to three (3) total representatives, with no more than one (1) from each, of the following:  

o Centre County Conservation District,  

o Penn State Department of Ecosystem Science and Management,  

o DCNR 

 

Attached for Council’s review are the following: 

  

• Draft Amended Intermunicipal Agreement 

• Draft Resolution R-26-12  

 

Action Requested:  

Council is asked to consider consolidation of the Thompson Woods Preserve governance structure into a 

singular Governance Committee.  

 

Consolidation of the structure would require a motion to approve Resolution R-26-12 to amend the 

Intermunicipal Agreement between College Township and State College Borough pertaining to the Thompson 

Woods Preserve Governance Structure.  

  

.     
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INTERMUNICIPAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT AMENDMENT 

THOMPSON WOODS PRESERVE GOVERNANCE 

 

 

THIS INTERMUNICIPAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT (this “Agreement”) originally adopted on 

15th day of September, 2022, amended in May 2024, and hereby amended on this ____ day of April, 

2026, and is by and between the following parties holding joint ownership of the property known as the 

Thompson Woods Preserve (Preserve):  

 

The Township of College, Centre County, Pennsylvania (“Township”), a political subdivision, with an 

address of 1481 East College Avenue, State College, PA 16801,  

 

And 

 

The Borough of State College, Centre County, Pennsylvania (“Borough”), a political subdivision, with 

an address of 243 South Allen Street, State College, PA 16801.  

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The Preserve consists of two forest parcels (eastern and western parcels) separated by a utility right-of-

way. The primary appeal of the public preserve is its natural setting and the unique natural features that 

it contains in an area within walking distance of downtown State College and the Pennsylvania State 

University. Because of its location in the urban setting, this natural parcel of land is extremely 

vulnerable to perturbation and further disturbance. Therefore, the Preserve is restricted to passive 

outdoor recreation use, which implies that activities will minimize disturbance of natural plant and 

wildlife communities.  

 

Since acquisition of the Preserve in November 2000, there has been minimal investment made in the 

property by the Township and Borough. Necessary repairs and maintenance have been completed 

primarily by the Centre Regional Parks and Recreation Authority (CRPRA), which identifies the 

Preserve as a regional facility. These efforts have been augmented occasionally by municipal staff. 

Clearwater Conservancy has continued to perform annual inspections of the Preserve to ensure 

consistency with the prevailing property management plan.  

 

However, now 20+ years since its initial creation and following 2018 dissolution of the Thompson 

Woods Preserve Subcommittee, the property is in need of more directed management oversight 

 

WITNESSETH 

 

WHEREAS, The Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, 53 Pa C.S. Ch. 23 Subchapter A and Article IX, 

Section 5 of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania authorize municipalities to enter 

into joint intermunicipal agreements with other municipalities in the exercise of the respective 

governmental functions, powers or responsibilities; and  

 

WHEREAS, in 1999, the Thompson Woods Residential Subdivision (Residential Subdivision) was 

initially proposed and The Clearwater Conservancy of Central Pennsylvania, Incorporated (Clearwater 

Conservancy) expressed an interest in acquiring the residual tract, immediately adjacent, but not 

included as part of, the Residential Subdivision; and,  
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WHEREAS, in January 2000, The Clearwater Conservancy secured a $500,000 Pennsylvania 

Department of Conservation of Natural Resources (DCNR) Land Trust grant for the acquisition of the 

residual tract; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Township, the Borough and the general public contributed $232,000, $75,000 and 

$175,000 respectively toward the property acquisition; and  

 

WHEREAS, in October 2000, the Residential Subdivision under the ownership of Charles H. Smith, 

James B. Smith and Thomas L. Smith Partnership (Smith Partnership) was approved; and, 

 

WHEREAS, on November 13, 2000, a sales agreement was reached between the Smith Partnership and 

Clearwater Conservancy for the 43.36 acre residual tract remaining from the Residential Subdivision, 

identified and more fully described as Lots 46 and 47 on a Final Subdivision Plan known as Thompson 

Woods Preserve dated October 16, 2000; and   

 

WHEREAS, the November 13, 2000 sales agreement between the Smith Partnership and Clearwater 

Conservancy included as a condition for closure the recording of a conservation easement for the 

property including a list of covenants which run with the land; and,  

 

WHEREAS, on November 13, 2000, Clearwater Conservancy transferred the deeds of the Thompson 

Woods Preserve to the Township (36.61 acres) and the Borough (6.75 acres); and,  

 

WHEREAS, the parties agreed to vest responsibility for decisions related to the maintenance of the 

Thompson Woods Preserve with the Centre Region Parks and Recreation Authority (CRPRA); and 

 

WHEREAS, The CRPRA assigned the governance role for the Thompson Woods Preserve to the 

Millbrook Marsh Nature Center Advisory Community, who subsequently formed the Thompson Woods 

Preserve Subcommittee to fulfill this role; and 

 

WHEREAS, in November 2003, the Thompson Woods Preserve Management Plan was prepared by 

Clearwater Conservancy to honor the obligations incumbent upon accepting the Land Trust Acquisition 

grant from DCNR and approved by all parties, with said plan subsequently updated in July 2013; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Thompson Woods Preserve Subcommittee continued to fulfill its obligations until 

October 2018, when the subcommittee was dissolved by the Millbrook Marsh Nature Center Advisory 

Community for lack of activity; and,  

 

WHEREAS, with dissolution of the Thompson Woods Preserve Subcommittee, a new governance 

structure is required for Thompson Woods Preserve to ensure proper adherence to the property 

covenants and the Thompson Woods Preserve Management Plan; and, 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the interests set forth herein, and intending to be legally 

bound hereby, the Township and Borough agree as follows:  

 

 

 

 

 

NB-1.b. 



3 

 

ARTICLE I: PURPOSE & OBJECTIVES 

 

This Intermunicipal Cooperation Agreement between the Township and Borough is intended to establish 

a new governance structure for the jointly owned property known as the Thompson Woods Preserve. 

This new governance structure shall consist of the following:  

 

• A separate, jointly appointed Governance Committee with the purpose of: 

o Providing purpose-focused oversight of all Preserve matters; 

o Identifying issues or potential projects within the Preserve;  

o Providing insight and/or technical recommendations on matters related to the 

stewardship of the Preserve consistent with the prevailing management plan and 

property covenants 

o Making requests for maintenance and repairs to the appropriate party(s); 

o Coordinating the work and initiatives of consultants where approved and authorized 

by the Township and Borough; 

o Providing a forum for the public on matters related to the Preserve. 

 

The objective of this governance structure is to provide for more formal and consistent management 

oversight of the Preserve. Thus ensuring more proactive stewardship of the property in a manner 

consistent with the prevailing property management plan and covenants running with the land.  

 

 

ARTICLE II: STRUCTURE OF COMMITTEE 

 

The Governance Committee shall be a separate, jointly appointed board comprised of twelve (12) 

members, of which, five (5) shall be voting members and seven (7) shall be non-voting, ex-officio 

members.  

 

The Governance Committee shall include the following five (5) voting members:  

 

• Two (2) College Township appointees 

• Two (2) State College Borough appointees 

• One (1) CRPRA appointee, this appointee should be a member of the CRPRA Board or a 

designee approved by the CRPRA Board, who does not represent or reside in either the 

Township or Borough. 

 

The Governance Committee shall also include seven (7) non-voting, ex-officio members representing 

the following stakeholders:  

 

• One (1) representative from the Clearwater Conservancy 

• One (1) representative from Centre Region Parks and Recreation  

• One (1) representative from the Vallimont Home Owner Association 

• One (1) representative from the Thompson Woods Property Owners’ Association 

• Up to three (3) total representatives, with no more than one (1) from each, of the following:  

o Centre County Conservation District,  

o Penn State Department of Ecosystem Science and Management,  

o DCNR 
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The Township and Borough are solely responsible from appointment of their respective voting 

representatives and may designate an alternate for each appointee, if so required.  

 

The CRPRA is solely responsible for the appointment of their voting representative and may designate 

an alternate for the appointee, if so required.  

 

The Township, Borough and CRPRA have the discretion to remove their own respective appointee at 

any time for any reason.  

 

A party requesting the removal of another party’s appointee must do so in writing and removal requires 

a majority vote of both the Township and Borough Councils.     

 

Each of the stakeholders is solely responsible for the appointment of their non-voting, ex-officio 

representative and may designate an alternate for the appointee, if so required.  
 

A party requesting the removal of any another stakeholder’s representative must do so in writing and 

removal requires a majority vote of both the Township and Borough Councils.    

 

 

ARTICLE III: DURATION, CHANGES IN STRUCTURE AND TERMINATION 

 

The term of office for appointees to the Governance Committee shall be two (2) years with no limitation 

on the number of concurrent terms held by any individual appointee.  

 

Members appointed to a vacancy shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term.   

 

The duration of this agreement and governance structure for the Preserve is perpetual unless and until 

terminated by a majority vote by the governing body of either party.   

 

 

ARTICLE IV: AUTHORITY AND POWERS 

 

By virtue of the authority set forth in Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, 53 Pa C.S. Ch. 23 Subchapter 

A and Article IX, Section 5 of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the Township 

and Borough hereby create a governance structure for the Preserve consisting of the following 

committee with the assigned authority and powers described herein:  

 

• Governance Committee is assigned the responsibility of:   

o Providing purpose-focused oversight of all Preserve matters; 

o Identifying issues or potential projects within the Preserve;  

o Providing insight and/or technical recommendations on matters related to the 

stewardship of the Preserve consistent with the prevailing management plan and 

property covenants 

o Making requests for maintenance and repairs to the appropriate party(s); 

o Coordinating the work and initiatives of consultants where approved and authorized 

by the Township and Borough; 

o Providing a forum for the public on matters related to the Preserve. 
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The Township and Borough retain the following authority and powers related to the stewardship of the 

Preserve:  

 

• Appointment of their respective voting representatives to the Governance Committee; 

• Removal of representatives upon majority vote of the Township and Borough Councils; 

• All financial responsibilities including, but not limited to: 

o Annual budgeting; 

o Purchasing of any and all materials or equipment; 

o Hiring and payment of staff; 

o Execution of contracts with and payment of contractors or vendors. 

 

 

ARTICLE V: FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS FORMULA 

 

Collectively Funded Investments:  

For investments that maintain, preserve, enhance or in any other manner benefit the entire Preserve, the 

following cost formula, which reflects the percentage of ownership in the 43.36 acre Preserve, shall be 

observed:  

 

Partner Acreage Owned Funding Share 

College Township  36.61 acres 84.43% 

State College Borough 6.75 acres  15.57%  

 

Examples of projects that benefit the larger Preserve would include, but not be limited to: 

  

• Management of Forest Resources and Invasive Species; 

• Maintenance, enhancement or expansion of the trail facilities; 

• Maintenance, enhancement or expansion of the support facilities; 

• New or replacement of Preserve signage; 

• Policing of the Preserve;  

• Legal costs associated with the policing or stewardship of the Preserve.  

 

Individually Funded Investments:  

In the limited instances where an investment will maintain, preserve, enhance or in any other manner 

benefit only one of the individually owned portions of the Preserve, this investment shall be the sole 

responsibility of the property owner.    

 

 

ARTICLE VI: SEVERABILITY 

 

If any sentence, clause, phrase or section of this Agreement is for any reason found to be 

unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, such unconstitutionality, illegality or invalidity shall not affect or 

impair any of the remaining provisions, sentences, clauses, phrases, sections or parts of this Agreement.  

 

It is hereby declared as the intention of the Township and Borough that this Agreement would have been 

adopted had such unconstitutional, illegal or invalid sentence, clause, phrase, section or part thereof not 

been included therein. 
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ARTICLE VII: REPEALER 

 

Any other Agreement or parts thereof inconsistent with this Agreement be and are hereby expressly 

repealed. 

 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each of the parties hereto, intending to be legally bound, pursuant to proper 

authorization of and by its governing body, has caused this agreement to be executed by its duly 

authorized officers as of the day and year first written above. 

 

 

 

COLLEGE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL: 

       

 
        

_________________________________ 

      Susan Trainor, Chair 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Adam T. Brumbaugh, Manager/Secretary 

 

 

 

STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH COUNCIL: 

       

 
        

_________________________________ 

      Thomas J. Fountaine, II, Manager/Secretary 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Dianna S. Walter, Assistant Borough Secretary 
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TOWNSHIP OF COLLEGE 

CENTRE COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA 

 

RESOLUTION R-26-12 

 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP of COLLEGE, CENTRE COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA, FOR THE PURPOSES OF AMENDING THE INTERMUNICIPAL 

COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH of STATE COLLEGE, CENTRE 

COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, PURSUANT TO THE GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE FOR 

THE JOINTLY OWNED PROPERTY KNOWN AS THOMPSON WOODS PRESERVE    

 
 

WHEREAS, The Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, 53 Pa C.S. Ch. 23 Subchapter A and Article 

IX, Section 5 of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania authorize municipalities to 

enter into joint intermunicipal agreements with other municipalities in the exercise of the respective 

governmental functions, powers or responsibilities; and  

 

WHEREAS, in September 2022, the Borough of State College and the Township of College 

(“Parties”), entered an Intermunicipal Cooperation Agreement (“Agreement”) pursuant to 

establishing the governance structure for the jointly owned property known as Thompson Woods 

Preserve; and  

 

WHEREAS, in May 2024, the Borough of State College and the Township of College (“Parties”), 

amended the Intermunicipal Cooperation Agreement (“Agreement”) pursuant to the structure of the 

Governance Committee; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Governance and Advisory Committees have recommended to the Parties an 

amendment to Articles I, II, III, & IV of the Agreement to effectively merge the Governance and 

Advisory Committees into a single Governance Committee; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 

 

That the Council of the Township of College, Centre County, Pennsylvania does hereby authorize 

amendment of Articles I, II, III, & IV of the Agreement to effectively merge the Governance and 

Advisory Committees into a single Governance Committee, and assign the new Governance 

Committee’s Purpose & Objectives, Structure, Duration, Changes in Structure and Termination, and 

Authority & Powers.  

 

DULY ADOPTED this 2nd day of April, 2026, by the Council of the Township of  College, Centre 

County, Pennsylvania. 

 

 

TOWNSHIP of COLLEGE COUNCIL: 

       

 
        

_________________________________ 

      Susan Trainor, Chair 
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ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Adam Brumbaugh, Manager 
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INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
State College Borough Delinquency 

 
The unpaid balance for the State College Borough is $4,630,354.01.  
 
 

ACTION ITEMS 
2.  Approval of the Minutes 
  
3. Public Comment 
 

3.1  Other items not on the agenda 
 
4. Old Business  
 
 None 
 
5. New Business 
  

5.1 Change Order No. 06 Contract 2022-03 Myco Mechanical (HVAC) 
 
This change order is for a damper in the dryer building, and heaters in the Anaerobic Building garage 
and Thickening building. During the extreme cold weather, it became quite apparent that additional 
heating was needed to keep areas from freezing in the future. The total for the change order is 
$38,695.12 and the addition of three days to the contract time. 
 
Recommendation: Approve Change Order No. 06, Contract 2022-03, in the amount of $38,695.12 and 
the addition of three days. 
 
5.2 Change Order No. 11 Contract 2022-04 Hayden Power Group 
 
This change order is for additional lights, pressure switches, and a flow meter, and a credit for the 
elimination of several light switches, as well as modification of wiring. The net amount is $28,672.15.  

  
Recommendation: Approve Change Order No. 11 Contract 2022-04 in the amount of $28,672.15. 
 
5.3 Biosolids Processing Contract Denali Water Solutions LLC 
 
Included in the agenda report is a draft agreement between UAJA and Denali Water Solutions LLC for 
processing biosolids. The agreement does not commit UAJA to a set quantity to receive, nor does it 
commit Denali to supplying a set quantity of biosolids. Most of the conditions are the same as our other 
already executed biosolids processing agreements.   

  
Recommendation: Approve the Biosolids Processing Agreement with Denali Water solutions LLC, as 
presented. 
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5.4 Organics Processing Contract Organix Recycling LLC 
 
Included in the agenda report is a draft agreement between UAJA and Organix Recycling LLC for 
processing organics. The agreement does not commit UAJA to a set quantity to receive, nor does it 
commit Organix to supplying a set quantity of organics. Most of the conditions are the same as our other 
already executed organics processing agreements.   

  
Recommendation: Approve the Organics Processing Agreement with Organix Recycling LLC, as 
presented. 
 

         5.5   Requisitions  
    

BRIF #1067   Rettew                                      $985.00 
    Main Station Rehab Project- Engineering  
 
BRIF #1068   Greenland Construction        $57,190.50 
    Main Station Rehab Project 

    
TOTAL BRIF-                                             $58,175.50 

 
 

Construction Fund #060 Rettew                $132,058.00 
      Sludge Drying Project- Engineering 
 

Construction Fund #061 Sherwood Logan              $721,808.00 
      Sludge Drying Project- Headworks Screens 
 

Construction Fund #062 Grainger               $10,988.16 
      Sludge Drying Project- Start Up Supplies 
 

Construction Fund #063 L/B Water                    $2,447.95 
      Sludge Drying Project- Valve 

 
Construction Fund #064 Best Line Equipment              $81,044.00 

      Sludge Drying Project- Scissor Lift 
 
Construction Fund #065 ULINE               $727.04 

      Sludge Drying Project- Start Up Supplies 
 

Construction Fund #066 Hach Company              $9,198.51 
      Sludge Drying Project- Start Up Supplies 

 
Construction Fund #067 Quandel Construction Group                     $684,022.50 

                            Pay App. #27- Sludge Drying Project-General 
                         

Construction Fund #068 Myco Mechanical                           $83,354.48 
                            Pay App. #17- Sludge Drying Project-Plumbing 
  
                        Construction Fund #069 Myco Mechanical                           $55,054.25 
                            Pay App. #22- Sludge Drying Project-HVAC 
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Construction Fund #070 Hayden Power Group                           $291,055.19 

                            Pay App. #23- Sludge Drying Project-Electrical 
 
TOTAL 2025 CONSTRUCTION FUND (Biosolids)-                                   $2,071,758.08 

 
 

Revenue Fund #226  Debt Service, Operation and                  $1,250,000.00 
               Maintenance Expenses 
 
TOTAL REVENUE FUND-                     $1,250,000.00 

 
6.         Reports of Officers 
 
7. Other Business 
 
Executive Session – to discus real estate negotiations.  
 
8. Adjournment 
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Traffic Signal Projects List 
 
 

 
 

 E. College Ave. & Struble Rd. –  Complete signal rebuild – Railroad & 
PennDOT Project. Supposed to be completed in 2024.  
– 05/06/2024 Amy signed permit drawings. August 2024 is possible start of 

project.  
– Advised that the project will begin late 2024 or early 2025. 
– 09/26/2024 The equipment has been ordered and will take 8-12 weeks. 
– 01/08/2025 The project has been pushed back until March or April 2025. 
– Centre Co. Grant for $12,000.00
– There is a site meeting scheduled for April 11, 2025. 
– 07/14/2025 The poles & arms are to be within the next week
– 08/29/2025 The poles and arms have been delivered.
– 10/16/2025 Signal contractor stated this project will not start until Spring 

2026.

 2023 East College Ave. System (4 signals) – Replace signal heads, 
update timing plans, add additional radar units, & programmable signal 
heads – 2023 ARLE Grant – Grant awarded No additional cost to the Twp.

04/29/2024  - Adam signed the PennDOT agreement. 
- 07/31/2024 Nick from Trans Assoc. is starting to put together a proposal. 
- 09/09/2024 Nick will be starting the traffic counts soon. 
- 09/16/2024 The traffic counts have been completed. 
- 01/06/25 Nick is waiting for comments from District 2 on the analysis and 

final design should be done in the next week. 
- 02/12/2025 Nick is still waiting to hear back from PennDOT with 

comments. 
- 03/10/2025 PennDOT sent review comments to Nick.
- 09/03/2025 Nick is working on the design of the upgrades per PennDOT 

comments
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- 11/10/2025 The project is out to bid.
- Dec. 2025 Dixon Electric was the low bidder and was awarded the project.

 2024 East Park Avenue Systems (7 signals) – Upgrade Ped Crossings, 
new signal heads, replace loops with radar, and update timing plans – 
submitted to PennDOT for 2024 GLG Grant 
– 07/31/2024 PennDOT awarded the grant  Twp. budget will be $117,000.00  
- 08/26/2024 Adam signed the Grant Agreement. 
- 01/06/25 Nick provided an engineering proposal of $67,500 for this 

project.
- 02/04/2025 The engineering agreement was signed and sent to Nick. 
-

- 02/12/2025 Nick from Trans hopes to start the traffic study in the next 
few weeks.  03/10/2025 Trans held a Kick-off meeting with PennDOT & 
CT. 

- 06/04/2025 Nick from Trans notified me that he has submitted the 
requested data to PennDOT for evaluation.

- 09/02/2025 Nick is still waiting for comments from PennDOT
- 09/17/2025 PennDOT sent Nick more comments for the project
- 11/12/2025 Nick will be resubmitting to PennDOT within the next week.

 2025 Replace pad mount cabinet with all equipment and new signal heads at 
E. College Ave. @ Decibel Rd. – Ready to go out to bid.   2025 Budget 
$160,000 

 08/26/2025 Bids were opened, and M & B Services was the low bidder.

 2025 Replace pole mount cabinet with pad mount cabinet and new signal 
heads at E. College Ave. @ Shiloh Rd. – Ready to go out to bid.  2025 
Budget $160,000 

 08/26/2025 Bids were opened, and M & B Services was the low bidder.
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 2025 University Drive & Curtin Road Signal Replacement – GLG grant 
application is due by Feb. 28, 2025.  Grant Application was submitted on Feb. 
27, 2025.  If awarded the grant, the Twp. will need to budget $126,000 in 
2026-2027. 
-09/04/2025 PennDOT should notify the Twp. by the end of 2025 or early 
2026.
-12/30/2025 The Twp. was awarded the GLG Grant.
-02/11/2026 Nick from Trans Associates held a kickoff meeting with 
PennDOT via Teams.

 2025 East College Avenue Project Phase 2  ARLE Grant 
-Nick from Trans submitted a pre-scoping application for the next phase of 
the project and on May 29, 2025, Nick was notified that the pre-scoping app 
was approved.  Nick will be submitting a formal application by June 30, 2025 
for $203,000 with no twp. match. 
-09/04/2025 Nick is doing design work per PennDOT comments.
-10/06/2025 Jon from PennDOT advised that they are reviewing the updated 
design work.
-The Grant was awarded on Feb. 10, 2026.
-02/20/2026 Adam signed grant agreement.

 2026 Replace Pad Mount Cabinet & Equip - $160,000  2026 Budget  E. 
College Ave @ Elmwood St.  (CT-4)

 2026 Replace Pad Mount Cabinet & Equip. - $160,000  2026 Budget  Park 
Ave. @ Stadium West Dr.  (CT-25)

As of March 16, 2026 
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Status of Traffic Signal Grants 
 

1. 2023 East College Avenue System – ARLE Grant $146,320 / No Twp. 
COST
- 01/30/2024  Awarded Grant 
- 02/05/2024 AB signed Grant request. 
- 07/02/2024 Received executed agreement from PennDOT. 
- 09/09/2024 Nick from Trans is going to start the traffic counts for this project. 
- 09/16/2024 Trans Assoc. has completed the traffic counts. 
- 11/05/2024 Nick is in process of drawing up plans to be submitted to PennDOT. 
- 02/12/25 Nick from Trans advised that he is waiting on comments from PennDOT. 
- 03/10/2025 PennDOT gave Nick their review comments.
-09/02/2025 Nick is doing design work from PennDOT comments
-10/06/2025 Sent Nick an email for a update.  Nick called & advised that this project may 
go out to bid before the end of the year.
-11/10/2025 Project is out to bid.  Bid opening on Dec. 9, 2025.
-Dixon Electric was the low bidder and awarded the project.

2. 2024 Park Avenue Systems – GLG Grant $463,117 / TWP. COST 
$117,000.00 
- 02/23/2024 Submitted to PennDOT. 
- 07/31/2024 Awarded the Grant 
- 08/26/2024 received executed agreement from PennDOT. 
- 02/12/2025 Nick from Trans is hoping to get the traffic study done in the next few weeks.  
- 03/10/2025 Trans held a kick-off meeting with PennDOT.  06/04/2025 Nick submitted 
   requested data to PennDOT for review.
-09/02/2025 Nick is still waiting for comments from PennDOT
-10/06/2025 Sent Nick an email for an update.  Nick called & advised that this project will 
NOT go out to bid before the end of the year.
-11/12/2025 Nick advised that he will be resubmitting to PennDOT within the next week.
-11/21/2025 Nick submitted revisions to PennDOT D-2
*MUST BE COMPLETED BY MAY 15, 2027*
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3. 2025 University Dr. & Curtin Rd. Signal Replacement – GLG Grant 
$503,700 / TWP. COST $126,000.00 (2026-2027)
- Pre-scoping application has been submitted to PennDOT and has been approved to move 
forward to submit the full application before Feb. 28, 2025. 
- Application was submitted on Feb. 27, 2025.  We will be notified by the end of 2025 or 
early 2026.
-12/30/2025 We were awarded the grant
-01/09/2026 Adam signed the grant agreement
-02/11/2026 Trans Associates held a kickoff meeting with PennDOT via Teams

*Project must be completed by June 30, 2028*

4. 2025 E. College Ave. Phase 2 upgrades  ARLE Grant  $203,062 / NO Twp. 
COST
- 04/29/2025 Pre-scoping form was submitted by Nick from Trans Associates. 
- 05/28/2025 Nick was notified the pre-scoping form has been approved and he must submit 
  a formal application by June 30, 2025, and we should be awarded the grant by the end of 
the year or when PA passes the budget.
-Nick submitted a formal application
-We will be notified by early 2026.
-02/10/2026 Grant was awarded
-02/20/2026 Adam signed the grant agreement.

5. 2026 Shiloh Rd. & Dreibelbis St. Signal Upgrade  GLG Grant  $190,175 / 
Twp. Cost $48,000 2027 Budget Item
-11/10/2025 Submitted pre-scoping form
-02/17/2026 Pre-scoping approved, authorized to submit application
-03/16/2026 Submitted Application

Status as of 03/16/2026
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