COLLEGE TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
Monday, November 14, 2022
7:00 PM
Hybrid Meeting (In-Person or via Zoom)
General Meeting Information
College Township offers both in-person and virtual meeting attendance for all public meetings. To attend in-person,
meetings will be held at 1481 E. College Avenue, State College PA, 16801, 2nd floor meeting room. To attend virtually,
please see the information below.
To Attend the LIVE Meeting Via Zoom on Computer or Smart Phone:
 Click HERE to REGISTER for the meeting via Zoom. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.
To Attend the LIVE Meeting Via Phone:
 Dial +1 646 558 8656  Meeting ID: 849 1120 5389  Passcode: 236602
* Click here for detailed instructions on how to participate via zoom.
VIRTUAL PUBLIC COMMENTS: Please use the raised hand feature to participate. The moderator will recognize those with
their hands raised (either by name or phone number).
WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS: For specific Park and Recreation agenda items and for items not on the agenda, written
public comments may be submitted in advance by emailing smeyers@collegetownship.org by noon the day of the
meeting.
CALL TO ORDER:
ZOOM MEETING PROTOCOL:
ROLL CALL:
OPEN DISCUSSION (ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA):
CONSENT AGENDA:

CA-1
CA-2

September 12, 2022 Meeting Minutes
(Approval)
ABC’s Schedule for 2023
(Approval)

OLD BUSINESS:

OB-1

Spring Creek Park Master Plan
(Update)

NEW BUSINESS:

NB-1

Rhodes Lane Plan
(Discuss)
Spin E-Bikes Program
(Discuss)

NB-2

PARKS REPORTS: (Written reports received are emailed to all members the Wednesday prior to the meeting date)
Bike Paths
Cairns Crossing
CRPR
Dalevue
Fieldstone
Fogleman Fields
Glenn Park
Harris Acres
Gordon D. Kissinger Meadow
MedOMOSOSOpeSpace
Limerock
Terrace
Millbrook Marsh
Mountainside
Nittany Orchard
Mt. Nittany Terrace
Oak Grove
Panorama Parklet
Penn Hills
Shamrock
Slab Cabin
Slab Cabin Overlook
Spring Creek Park
Spring Creek Estates
Stoney Batter Natural Area
Thompson Woods Parklet
PParParkletWoods Preserve
Thompson
Planning Commission

Simpson
Sittler
Matason
Schulte
Sulzer
Kalp
Smith
Sulzer
Sittler/Schulte
Smith
Matason
Smith
Spoonamore
Spoonamore
Schulte
Sulzer
Kalp
Moore
Moore
Simpson
Simpson/Kalp
Kalp
Spoonamore
Moore
Moore
Staff

STAFF INFORMATIVES:
OTHER MATTERS:

OM-1 Annual Report Draft
(Discuss)

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
UPCOMING MEETINGS: Monday, January 9, 2023 @ 7 PM
ADJOURNMENT:

COLLEGE TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Monday, September 12, 2022
7:00 PM
1481 E. College Avenue State College PA 16801
Hybrid Meeting (In-Person or via Zoom)
ATTENDED BY –
P&R COMMITTEE:

Judi Sittler, Chair
David Schulte
Sue Smith
Earl Moore
Stephen Spoonamore
Janet Sulzer

EXCUSED:

Derek Kalp
Jude Simpson
Kathy Matason

STAFF:

Amy Kerner, Public Works Director
Sharon Meyers, Senior Support Specialist – Engineering/Planning

GUESTS:

Maddie Didio, PSU Student
Loren Iannucci, PSU Student
Simranjit Singh, PSU Student
Seth Connors, PSU Student
Tyler Root, PSU Student

CALL TO ORDER:
Ms. Sittler called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. after a few technical difficulties.
ROLL CALL:
Ms. Sittler reviewed Zoom protocol as there were multiple participants via Zoom.
OPEN DISCUSSION:
Nothing presented.
MINUTES:
Mr. Spoonamoore moved to approve the minutes of the August 8th meeting.
Ms. Smith seconded the motion. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS:
OB-1 Spring Creek Park Master Plan (Update)
Ms. Kerner gave a brief update on the Spring Creek Master Plan. Ms. Kerner stated the final
draft is in progress and will be presented at the College Township Parks and Recreation meeting on
October 10 and to The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR). The final plan
will tentatively be presented to College Township Council at the November 3, 2022 meeting, any
changes will then be made prior to the final submission to DCNR at the end of the year.
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OB-2 Stoney Batter Park
Mr. Spoonamore stated that the poisoning test trees have been killed. There are six Tree of
Heaven (Ailanthus altissima) specimens which were chosen to test an eradication method. Five of
the six have completely perished and one had a few suckers which had survived. Mr. Spoonamore
stated this is the start of a long process to hopefully control and eventually eradicate the Spotted
Lantern Fly in the area. Mr. Spoonamore also stated there have been no Spotted Lantern Fly’s found
in the traps set in the park for the past two months.
Mr. Spoonamore stated he developed a spreadsheet to track parking violations. There were
no substantial parking violations during the first Penn State home game. Mr. Spoonamore’s
spreadsheet indicates a majority of vehicles in violation have out of state license plates. Ms. Kerner
stated Camp Road, cannot be closed off by the Township as it is an access used for private properties.
Mr. Spoonamore stated that he is in the process of collecting data and feels after nine months of
collection the committee will be better able to have an informed discussion.
Mr. Spoonamore also discussed the gate in the Shale Pit parking area used for the Mt. Nittany
Trailhead. Mr. Spoonamore stated the gate has been reported as being randomly closed by a third
party and questioned whether the gate can be removed. Ms. Kerner explained the Township installed
the gate as a preemptive rather than being reactive to an issue. Thus far there have not been any
major issues with the Township accessing the area when needed. Mr. Moore noted that the Mt.
Nittany Trailhead parking does now show up on Google Maps. Ms. Kerner stated the Township GIS
expert did a great job getting the parking area on Google Maps and it has definitely alleviated some
of the parking confusion.
NEW BUSINESS:
NB-1 Park Signage Standardization
Mr. Schulte reported that at their August 18, 2022 meeting, the Township Council had
remanded park signage concerns to staff and the Parks and Recreation Committee. Mr. Schulte
emailed images of signs at various parks to the committee to review prior to the meeting. Mr. Schulte
stated that the signage should be short, to the point, and located so that it is obvious to drivers entering
the park. To further explain, Mr. Schulte shared pictures showing the parking area entrance to
Dalevue Park. The existing “Park closes at sunset” sign is not close enough to the entrance to be
noticed by motorists when entering the park. Mr. Moore stated there is a park that has a sign reading
“park closes at 4pm”. However, this is not true, Mr. Moore clarified, the amenities close at 4:00 pm,
but the park closes at sunset.
Ms. Sulzer referenced a sign that has been posted at Slab Cabin Park. There is a no parking
sign at the top of the post and another sign posted just below which is white with green lettering
which read “except park parking only”.
Ms. Smith stated that she liked one of the signs from Mr. Schulte’s email which had two
wooden posts. The park name at the top between the two posts and the other signs designating park
hours and leash laws mounted on the two posts below. Ms. Kerner shared the image on the screen
and stated that CT staff and CRPR staff have constructed these signs in the past and signs can be
reflectorized as suggested by Council.
Mr. Moore stated that the parking lots for public spaces are privately owned and referenced
a neighborhoods concerns of overflow parking at a park from recent history. Mr. Schulte noted that
Chapter 139 does not set park hours, however, the ordinance does state signs must be obeyed. He
explained that this makes it easier for police to enforce Chapter 139 (a) “Disturbing the Peace”. Mr.
Schulte also stated that residents in need of an area for overflow parking are able to request a permit
from the Township for temporary overnight parking.
Ms. Sittler asked if there were any suggestions for consistency and do the current signs need
to be more specific. Mr. Moore stated that CT Council recommended reflective signs. Ms. Kerner
stated CT Council remanded the sign standardization to the Parks and Recreation Committee and it
is up to the committee to recommend a standard message to be posted at parks with concerns of
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overnight parking. Ms. Kerner added, if a supplementary sign is added, there could end up being
too many signs.
The committee discussed the amount of signs which may need to be posted. Ms. Kerner
stated that not all parks in College Township have a designated parking area, therefore not all parks
will need a sign. It was determined that only eight or nine signs may be needed.
There was further discussion of the language/terminology to be used on the signs. Mr.
Schulte opined the words “no trespassing” are insulting and he does not like that verbiage. Mr.
Moore stated that no matter what, the wording needs to be clear and consistent and the signs need to
be reflective. Ms. Sulzer suggested the signs read, “Park and Parking Lot Closed Dusk to Dawn” or
“Park and Parking Closed at Sunset”. The committee discussed the difference between sunset and
dusk. Ms. Didio, a student from Penn State, opined “Park and Parking Lot Closed Dusk to Dawn”
is very clear and not easily misinterpreted. Ms. Sittler thanked Ms. Didio for her contribution. Ms.
Kerner proposed a mockup of signs to be presented using the various terminology suggested during
the meeting, giving the committee a visual to base their final decision. Ms. Kerner stated the signage
at Dalevue Park may be moved prior to the official roll out of the new signs.
PARKS REPORTS:
(Written reports received are emailed to all members the Wednesday prior to the
meeting date) There were no questions or further discussion regarding the parks reports.
STAFF INFORMATIVES:
SI-1 EZP Report
Ms. Kerner explained “EZP” stands for Engineering, Zoning and Planning, and this report is
generated to keep everyone up to date on the plans being reviewed within College Township. It was
discussed that the Committee should maybe work more closely with the Planning Commission
especially when there are plans submitted for properties which border Township parks.
SI-2 Gordon D. Kissinger (GDK) Meadow/Oak Hall Riparian Buffer
Ms. Kerner presented the design submitted by Mr. Martin McGann, a professor in the
Landscape Contracting Program at Penn State. Oak Hall – 20 (OH-20) has been developed as
another water supply for College Township. In developing this well and system of water lines
stretching from Oak Hall to the Lemont pump station, there will be an area of riparian buffer that
will be disturbed. The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) allows the Township the
transfer the riparian area to another location. Ms. Kerner explained how the location at GDK
Meadow was chosen for the riparian buffer project. Ms. Kerner stated in order to keep this project
moving she took the initiative to begin the process and have a plan started as she believed the
Committee would have no objections to developing a riparian buffer. Ms. Smith asked if there is a
possibility to plant on both sides of Slab Cabin Run. Ms. Sittler questioned if there would be a deer
deterrent or protection from deer established with the plantings. It was pointed out that the plan
states “All trees will be installed with acceptable 4 foot or higher tree tubes to prevent damage from
deer brows/rub, rodents, wind and other factors”. Mr. Schulte stated that he has no objection to this
plan, however the stream’s water temperature is the primary concern at Slab Cabin Run and that the
trees need to be planted within ten feet of the stream to provide useful shade. Ms. Kerner noted the
committee’s concerns and will pass them along.
SI-3 Patrol Modification Request to SCPD
Ms. Kerner stated Mr. Brumbaugh, the College Township Manager, requested State College
Police Department modify their patrol in College Township in order to increase the policing at the
parks as requested. The committee discussed various activities that have happened throughout the
Township and it is believed the events have subsided with the start of the new school year. Mr.
Schulte expressed his gratitude for Mr. Brumbaugh’s letter.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Ms. Sittler announced the next Parks and Recreation Committee meeting will be held at the
College Township Municipal Building on Monday, October 10, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
OTHER MATTERS:
None presented.
ADJOURNMENT:
Mr. Moore moved to adjourn the meeting.
Ms. Smith seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
With no other matters to discuss, Ms. Sittler adjourned the September 12, 2022, Parks
& Recreation Committee Meeting at 8:27 PM.

Respectfully Submitted By,

**Draft**
___________________________________
Sharon E. Meyers
Recording Secretary

2023 COLLEGE TOWNSHIP MEETING SCHEDULE FOR TOWNSHIP ABC’S
College Township now offers both in-person and virtual meeting attendance for all public meetings. To attend in-person,
meetings will be held at 1481 E. College Avenue, State College PA, 16801, 2nd floor meeting room. To attend virtually via
Zoom, access the zoom link by doing one of the following: 1) go to the www.collegetownship.org; 2) email Jennifer
Snyder at Jsnyder@collegetownship.org; or 3) call the Township Office at 814-231-3021.

COUNCIL
7:00 PM
*special
time

PLANNING
COMMISSION
7:00 PM

Tues. JAN 3
*12:00 Noon
JAN 19
FEB 2
FEB 16
MARCH 2
MARCH 16
APRIL 6
APRIL 20
MAY 4
MAY 18
JUNE 1
JUNE 15

JAN 3
JAN 17
FEB 7
FEB 21
MARCH 7
MARCH 21
APRIL 4
APRIL 18
MAY 2
MAY 16
JUNE 6
JUNE 20

PARKS &
WATER
INDUSTRIA ZONING
REC
AUTHORITY L DEVELOP. HEARING
COMM.
7:00 PM AUTHORITY BOARD***
7:00 PM
9:30 AM
4:30 PM
**if needed
JAN 4

JAN 18

FEB 1

FEB 15

MARCH 1

MARCH 15

APRIL 5

APRIL 19

MAY 3

MAY 17

JUNE 7

JUNE 21

JAN 11

LOCAL
TRAFFIC
ADVISORY
COMM.***
7:00 PM
JAN 11

JAN 9
FEB 13**
MARCH 13
APRIL 10**
MAY 8
JUNE 12
*6:00 PM

JULY 6
JULY 5
JULY 19
JULY 20
JULY 18
AUGUST 3
AUGUST 1
AUGUST 2
AUGUST 16
AUGUST 17
AUGUST 15
AUGUST 14
SEPT 7
SEPT 5
SEPT 6
SEPT 20
SEPT 21
SEPT 19
SEPT 11
OCT 5
OCT 3
OCT 4
OCT 18
OCT 19
OCT 17
OCT 9**
NOV 2
NOV 7
NOV 1
NOV 15
NOV 16
NOV 21
NOV 13
DEC 6
DEC 5
DEC 13
DEC 20
*Wednesday
DEC 21
DEC 19
JAN 2, 2024
JAN 2, 2024
JAN 8, 2024
JAN 3, 2024
JAN 17, 2024
*12:00 Noon
***The Zoning Hearing Board and Local Traffic Advisory Committee meets as needed with dates and times to be advertised.
Adam T. Brumbaugh, Township Manager/Secretary

NB-1

MEMORANDUM
To:

College Township Parks and Recreation Committee

Thru: Adam Brumbaugh, Township Manager
From: Mike Bloom, Assistant Township Manager
Re:

Council Remand: Potential expansion of Spin E-Bike Program service area

Date: November 7, 2022
In 2021, Penn State Transportation Services collaborated with the Borough of State College and Spin, a San Franciscobased micro-mobility unit of Tier Mobility, to offer a new bike-share program serving the University Park campus and
State College Borough. Earlier this year, the program service area was expanded into both Patton and Ferguson
Townships (see image on Page 2).
At their October 20, 2022 meeting, College Township Council discussed the potential of expanding the Spin service area
into the Township. While some questions related to Spin’s business model, rate structure and contract with Penn State will
need further investigation by staff, Council did agree that there was merit in evaluating a potential service area expansion.
As part of their discussion, Council approved the following actions:
1. Task staff to work with Spin and the Township Solicitor to develop a formal agreement for Council’s
consideration at an upcoming meeting.
2. Remand the development of the service area boundaries, no ride & speed limited zones and parking locations to
the College Township Parks and Recreation Committee for consideration of Council at an upcoming meeting.
Remand:
Council has requested that the College Township Parks and Recreation Committee begin to identify the following items:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Potential service area boundaries within College Township,
“No Ride” areas where Spin e-bike operation should be prohibited,
Areas that should be limited below the maximum electric-assist speed of 20 miles per hour (mph),
E-bike parking locations.

While there is no assigned schedule for this remand, the expectation is that the Parks and Recreation Committee will be
prepared to advise Council on its recommendations on the aforementioned items in early 2023.
The initial discussions on this task, focused primarily on item #1 in the list above, will be held at the Parks and Recreation
Committee meeting on November 14, 2022. The following information is provided to further assist the Parks and
Recreation Committee with this assignment.
Spin E-Bike Share Program:
Spin’s electric-assist (e-bike) bike-share program has a fleet of approximately 300 bikes within the defined service area.
E-bike parking locations have been established throughout the service area to provide community members convenient
access to the e-bikes. While the e-bikes can be used beyond the service area, they must be returned to a parking location
within the defined footprint. Users can see all e-bike locations in the Spin app as well as service areas, no-ride zones, and
the locations of preferred parking spots.

Spin e-bike users must be at least 18 years old to ride and must obey local traffic laws and Penn State campus rules and
regulations when biking on campus. Spin e-bikes have a maximum electric-assist speed of 20 miles per hour (mph).
Speeds are automatically capped based on geofenced speed zones, as an example, speeds on campus are capped at 15
mph. No ride and parking zones are similarly geofenced.
Service Area Expansion:
Penn State University is subsidizing the current program, so there is no initial cost to College Township to accommodate a
service area expansion. However, there may be a need to acquire bike racks for any identified parking locations that do
not presently have racks available. Parking locations do not require electricity, as Spin regularly charges and reallocates
its bike inventory throughout its service area to meet ridership demands.
Current Service Area:

End of memo.

BIKE PATH SUMMARY - 7 Sept 2022
Jude Simpson
RESURFACE
A section of bike path that was raised up with large cracks between the covered bridge
at Slab Cabin and the 322 tunnel, across the creek from the HV Brewery was
resurfaced this summer.
VANDALISM
This past summer I have reported acts of vandalism along the College Township (CT)
bike path which have all been remediated by the Township.
August
•

The green metal pet waste disposal bag box was knocked off the wooden post at
the T- intersection with Puddintown Rd. It was replaced by CT Crew.

•

One of the lights inside the tunnel along the CT bike path was vandalized. It
appears rocks were thrown at it, the lens was knocked off and the light is hanging
from where it was mounted. It was replaced in September.

September
•

The sign leading into Millbrook Marsh, before the 322 tunnel, was knocked off its
post. It has been reattached.

• Following the September 24th PSU football game, a number of structures along the
bike path were tagged with graﬃti. CT crews quickly remedied this by painting over
all the graﬃti.
EMBANKMENT EROSION
Run off water from the 322 bypass is eroding an embankment causing mud and debris
to accumulate along the CT bike path. This is a nuisance and safety concern. This
issue has not been resolved and the area of accumulation is getting bigger.
POISON HEMLOCK
This spring, Poison Hemlock was thriving in multiple areas along the CT Bike path. It
was sprayed during the late spring and much of it has gone dormant. It is beginning to
reappear along the bike path and will continue to do so until it is eliminated.

College Township
Parks and Recreation Report
Date: 10/17/2022
Park Rep:
Schulte

Park Name:

Dalevue

Report:
The chin-up bar on the fitness equipment has been leveled and reset as requested 05-282022 . Thank you.

Maintenance Issues:
(2022-06-15) Revised 2022-10-17
1. Remove both overgrown bushes by park ID sign.
2. Move the post with the "Park closes at sunset" sign to be next to the park driveway.

(2022-10-17)
Refurbish or replace both basketball backboards.

(2022-06-16, updated 08/30/2022)
2. Remove stumps and re-grade around tennis court, sloping ground away from court to
improve drainage;
3. Plant grass in disturbed area to facilitate ongoing maintenance.

(2022-06-15)
3. Clear low growing brush from swale between pine trees along 322 and park.
4. Mow occasionally to maintain appearance and to prevent re-growth.

(2020-03-2) Please continue the project to remove the stump, low hanging branches, and
surrounding brush in the southwest corner of the multi-purpose field. This is a prerequisite for
the grading and seeding of the field which is the next phase in the park redevelopment plan.
This field is to be used for ad-hoc field games. Regular mowing under the trees would make it
safer and more useable. [See also Issue 2021-11-30]

This is what it looks like as of 10/2022.--->

(2021-11-30) Please continue the refurbishment of the split rail fence where the park
borders the properties at 1232, 1238 & 1242 Mayberry. (See also Issue 2020-03-2)

(2019.9-1) Please acknowledge that Dalevue Park is on the list of facilities NOT accepting
unsolicited donations of trees, benches, etc. (e.g.: https://www.crpr.org/parks/remembrance-trees )

(2019-9-2, updated 2021-04-12) Please remove items encroaching on the park along the border.
(For reference: The pine trees were planted by the township approximately 5' inside the property
line. Anything between the trees is on park property.)

Parks and Recreation Report
Date: 10/23/2022
Park Name: Kissinger
Park Rep:
Schulte / Sitler____
Report
This morning I picked up litter in the park and the bordering shoulder of Branch Road.

Maintenance Issues
(2022-10-23 A) Please remove the
bags of litter by the park sign.

(2022-10-23 B) Please remove the
pile of fence-posts and rails dumped in
the northeast corner near the bridge.

College Township
Parks and Recreation Report
Date: 10/23/2022
Parks Rep:
Schulte

Park Name:

Oak Grove____________

Report
The downed tree limb has been removed, THANK YOU!
The buckled macadam walkway along Vilandry has been refurbished. THANK YOU!
Most of the tree branches encroaching on the Vilandry walkway were trimmed this
summer. THANK YOU!

Maintenance Issues:
(2022-10-23 A) Please repair the broken swing chain and unravel the tot-swing chain.

(2022-10-23 B) For the safety of the basketball players, please remove the brush
between the basketball court and the park property line. Let's try to get 10' of
unobstructed space around the court.

(2022-05-28 B) Please advise whether or
not the newly erected shed on the
northeast side is encroaching on the
setback from park property line.
(Let me know either way, so I know
whether to keep this item on the report.)

Parks and Recreation Report
Date: Nov 2022

Park Name: Stoney Batter

Parks Rep: S. Spoonamore
Report: Visited the Park numerous times since last meeting.
Attached is the Parking Analysis recorded from April - October 2022. I also hiked the mountain on a
a few additional days in which less than 5 cars were present, and none were in violation of
turnaround or no parking zone, and did not bother recording the numbers.
As can be seen, MOST days of use parking as provided is working for StoneyBatter/Mt.Nittany.
There are a few exceptions on heaviest usage days notably during peak foliage and parents weekend
at PSU.
In all cases where No Parking violations were seen there WAS parking available in the “shale pit”
overﬂow area. But often the added parking lot was fully in use. None of the No Parking violations
blocked the roadway. But the cars parked in the TURNAROUND ONLY were a problem. One weekend
a HUGE camper was ﬁlling the NO PARKING TURNAROUND.
I believe simple improvements to signage would further improve the site.
Recommendations for discussion 1 - There is a sign that says “NO PARKING BEYOND THIS POINT” located before the Shale Pit Gate.
This should be moved to the VERY END of the shale pit barrier.
2 - I am not sure why the Shale Pit is even used. It is used infrequently, and it is a long haul up the hill
for dump trucks, when it would seem other locations / service areas are better sited. If the shale pit
can be fully converted to parking, it would fully accommodate ALL weekends and heavy use dates
seen in 2022.
3 - If the Shale Pit is needed, then a sign should be placed ON THE GATE to the pit that says: NO
PARKING M-F 8AM-5PM (?) OVERFLOW PARKING FOR MT. NITTANY/STONEY BATTER OTHER
DAYS/TIMES.
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE

Judi Sittler, Chair
Park Assignments:
Cairns Crossing, Gordon D. Kissinger Meadow
Member Since: January 2015
Term Ends:
December 2022
Judi was born and raised in Berks County, Pennsylvania. She raised a family in State College,
and got her undergraduate and master’s degree in Special Education from Penn State. Judi moved
to Los Angeles where she lived for thirty years, teaching special education at UCLA and Beverly
Hills High School. During this time, she got a PhD in Psychology and set up a private practice as
a licensed psychologist. When she retired in 2006, she moved to State College with her husband
Stu Silver. She is happy to be “back home” and close to her son and daughter-in-law. Her home
is along Spring Creek in the Lemont area. Having Spring Creek in her backyard, prompted Judi
to join the Central PA Women Anglers in 2007 and the Spring Creek Chapter of Trout Unlimited
in 2009. She served as the chapter’s president for four years and then moved to the position of
chair of the Spring Creek Watershed Association in March 2014. Judi attributes everything she
knows about continues to learn about watershed conservation to her experiences with everyone
associated with Trout Unlimited and the Spring Creek Watershed Association.

Earl Moore, Vice-Chair
Park Assignments:
Shamrock, Slab Cabin, Thompson Woods
Member Since: March 2016
Term Ends:
December 2022
Earl was born and raised in Central Pennsylvania. He lived in the Pine Creek Valley for twenty
years and the last five years in College Township. He has a degree in Information Technology from
Penn State. Earl has a wonderful wife, Kimberly, three sons, a grandson, and a granddaughter.
He has served on the College Township Parks and Recreation Committee since March 2016 and
on the LTAC since January 2016. His hobbies include gardening, woodworking, and home
improvements.

Derek Kalp
Park Assignments:
Fogleman Fields, Penn Hills, Spring Creek Park
Member Since: August 2010
Term Ends:
December 2023
Derek is a professional landscape architect (PLA) working for Penn State’s Campus Planning &
Design division as well as having a private landscape design practice. He is a graduate of Penn
State and is originally from southwestern Pennsylvania. Derek is married to Kelly Keefe with three
children, Emily, Zak, and Seth. He and his wife have the distinction of leaving the Centre Region
twice and returning twice, and feel very lucky to call this area home.

Kathleen Matason
Park Assignments:
Millbrook Marsh, CRPR
Member Since: January 2005
Term Ends:
December 2026
Kathy has a BS from PSU in Management and a MA in American Studies. She is a graduate of
Leadership Centre County (1997) and co-chairs the annual LCC Economy Day. Past leadership
roles include Chair of the College Township Parks and Recreation Committee, Chair of Centre
County Drug and Alcohol Planning Council, President of State College Kiwanis Club, and an
Advisor to Penn State’s Circle K. Kathy resides across from the Millbrook Marsh Nature Center
and is very interested in the site’s development.

David Schulte
Park Assignments:
Dalevue, Gordon D. Kissinger Meadow, Oak Grove
Member Since: January 1989
Term Ends:
December 2023
Dave received his BS from the State University of New York in 1974 and his MCSE in 2003. He
retired in 2019 after thirty-three years with Chemcut Corporation and now enjoys bringing his
grandchildren to the park, bicycling, and being an instrument rated private pilot. He has been a
Little League coach, CRPR soccer coach, Cubmaster for Cub Scout Pack 67 (1988-1991),
Scoutmaster for Troop 31 (1991-1993), and Scout District Roundtable Commissioner. Dave has
served as the committee secretary (1990-1996, 2013), vice-chairman (2003), and chairman (19972002, 2004-2007).

Jude Simpson
Park Assignments:
Bike Paths, Slab Cabin Overlook, Spring Creek Park
Member Since: January 2007
Term Ends:
December 2026
Jude is a Penn State graduate who studied Fisheries Science and Biology at the University of
Alaska in Juneau. Since moving to State College in 2000, Jude has served on the boards of the
Centre Region Bicycle Coalition and as a volunteer for Pennsylvania Rails to Trails. She believes
all residents of the Centre Region should have the opportunity to enjoy convenient, non-motorized
access to trails and other recreational facilities. Her vision is for the development of a safe,
destination bound continuous alternative transportation system that would like parks, trails, and
bike paths in order to promote physical activity and healthy living.

Susan Smith
Park Assignments:
Glenn Park, Limerock Terrace, Mountainside
Member Since: January 2011
Term Ends:
December 2025
Susan F. Smith (Sue) was a member of the Parks and Recreation Committee in the late 1970’s
and early 1980’s, at the time Spring Creek Park was created. She is a member of the Lemont
Village Association (LVA) and is very involved in the activities sponsored. Sue is also a member of
the CC Housing Authority, and other organizations and now has grandchildren living in Lemont
using College Township parks. She is a graduate of Grinnell College in Grinnell, Iowa, and has
worked as an elementary school teacher, legislative aide, and fundraising consultant to non-profit
organizations.

Stephen Spoonamore
Park Assignments:
Nittany Orchard, Mt. Nittany Terrace, Stoney Batter
Member Since: May 2022
Term Ends:
December 2024

Janet Sulzer
Park Assignments:
Fieldstone, Harris Acres, Panorama
Member Since: March 2018
Term Ends:
December 2025
Janet was raised in Central Pennsylvania and has a BS from Mansfield State University and an
AS from Penn State. She and her husband moved to the Centre Region in 1970 and then to
College Township in 1979. Since 1983, Janet has held numerous positions in local government
in College Township and the Centre Region, including eight years as a College Township Council
Member. She was Chairperson of the Centre Region Council of Government’s Public Service
Commission when regional trash collection was implemented. Janet also serves as a volunteer
with the APPRISE Medicare Counselling Service in the Centre County Office of the Aging.

II.

BACKGROUND

DEMOGRAPHICS
College Township is a composite of zoned areas that allows for a mixture of agricultural,
commercial, industrial, residential, residential-office, and university, blended into an area of
approximately eighteen and one half square miles. According to the 2020 US census, College
Township population was 10,780. This was a 13.2% increase from 2010. The age distribution is
fairly even, with each group having different needs and preferences. Which indicates a need for a
diversified park system.
Ages: <18
21.1%

18-24
16.7%

25-44
26.0%

45-86
21.3%

65+
14.9%

PUBLIC RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES
College Township’s provision for recreational activities is part of a larger regional system. Each
municipality is responsible for the acquisition and development of park land, including capital
improvements. The maintenance of the parks is shared by Centre Region Parks and Recreation
(CRPR), for designated “regional” parks, and College Township, for the remaining “neighborhood”
parks.

RECREATION PLANNING
In the 1970’s College Township adopted a comprehensive plan, which included a section on parks
and open space, and referenced the 1973 Centre Region Parks and Open Space Plan. In 1985 the
College Township Parks and Recreation Committee developed a five year plan for improvement of
the existing parks.
In 1986, a comprehensive recreation, park, and open space study of the Centre Region was
compiled by Griswold, Winters, Swain, and Mullin (GWSM) Inc., a landscape architecture firm in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. This study updated the inventory of recreation facilities and provided
recommendations for improvements, particularly for the regional facilities.
The College Township Parks and Recreation Committee has proposed updates to the township
official map. The map is a planning tool to help locate existing and proposed public lands and
facilities. The committee received input from public meetings, Collee Township Planning
Commission, and Centre Region Planning staff. In addition to future roadways and bicycle paths,
the committee recommended locations of two types of parks. The first type is “active” recreational
parks, and the other “passive” recreational parks. Passive parks are as areas primarily utilized as
flood plains or other environmentally important areas.

ENABLING LEGISLATION
In 1968, the General Assembly enacted the provisions of the Municipalities Planning Code (MPC)
which enabled the township to adopt an “Official Map”. The purpose of the legislation is “to serve
and promote the public health, safety and convenience, and general welfare; to facilitate adequate
provision of public streets and facilities; to improve traffic circulation; to provide for the
recreational and open space needs of the community; to protect and enhance water resources;
and to facilitate the subdivision of land and the use of land and watercourses”.
College Township adopted Ordinance No. 87 on November 14, 1985 as Chapter 133 of the College
Township Code. The General Assembly amended Section 402 of the Municipalities Planning Code
in 1988 to clarify certain provisions. In the amendment, municipalities were given clear authority
to identify the approximate location of both existing and proposed public streets, watercourses,
and public grounds.
In 1988, the Pennsylvania General Assembly adopted revisions to the Pennsylvania Municipalities
Planning Code (MPC). Section 503 (11) of the MPC gave clear authority for townships to require
dedication of parkland and/or “fees-in-lieu” as part of subdivision ordinance pursuant to an
adopted recreation plan. The action of the General Assembly provided clear legislative authority
for township’s to adopt an ordinance requiring dedication of parkland and/or collect a “fee-in-lieu”
to be used solely for the acquisition or development of parkland.

III.

PARK FACILITIES

INVENTORY OF FACILITIES
Below is a list of park facilities and activities available within College Township.
Facility

Size

Bicycle Path

4
sq mi
1.37
acres
12.79
acres

Cairns
Crossing
Dalevue

Fieldstone
Fogelman
Fields/
Overlook
Glenn Park
GDK
Meadow
Harris Acres
Limerock
Terrace
Millbrook
Marsh
Mountainside
Mt. Nittany
Terrace
Nittany
Orchard
Oak Grove
Panorama
Parklet
Penn Hills
Shamrock
Slab Cabin
Slab Cabin
Overlook
Spring Creek
Estates
Spring Creek
Park

1.83
acres
17.98
acres
1.71
acres
11.60
acres
1.16
acres
0.55
acres
59.83
acres
7.17
acres
2.93
acres
5.20
acres
2.92
acres
0.65
acres
4.89
acres
3.00
acres
14.02
acres
4.59
acres
10.24
acres
33.99
acres

Playground

X

Picnic
Area

X

Ball
Field(s)

X

Restroom/
Pavilion

P

Other
Activities

Basketball
Tennis
Volleyball
Soccer

Walking/
Cycling

Maintained
By

Paved

Township

Path

Township

Bikeway
Access

CRPR

Township
X

P R

Soccer

Crushed
Stone

X

SCASD/
CRPR
Township
Township

X

X

Township

X

Township
P R

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Path/
Boardwalk
Nature Trail

CRPR
Township
Township

X

Basketball
Tennis
Basketball
½ Court

CRPR
Paved

X

Township
Township

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

P

P

Sledding

Basketball
½ Court
Sledding

Township
Grass

Township

Bikeway
Access

CRPR
Township

X

X

X

P R

Basketball
Soccer
Volleyball
Tennis

Trail

Township

Paved
Bikeway
Access

CRPR

Facility

Size

Stoney
Batter
Thompson
Woods
Parklet
Thompson
Woods
Preserve

Playground

Picnic
Area

Ball
Field(s)

Restroom/
Pavilion

Other
Activities

Walking/
Cycling

Maintained
By

32.90
acres
1.82
acres

Hiking

Township

36.60
acres

Hiking

Township
CRPR

ACQUISITION
Every neighborhood should have a park within walking distance. Wherever possible, the Township
should acquire land adjacent to existing parks. The land and/or funding for these acquisitions
may be obtained through:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

Dedication as part of subdivision approval
“Fee-in-Lieu” funds from developers
Government grants
Township tax funds
Donations
Easements

Parcels to be acquired should meet the following criteria:
a) Size: Neighborhood Parks should be at least 10 acres and serve people living within a
½ mile service area; Regional Parks usually to be twenty (20) to fifty (50) acres
b) Access: Neighborhood Parks should abut a public street and have a minimum frontage
of fifty (50) feet, OR have a clearly defined easement acceptable to the Township;
Regional Parks should have vehicular access from a public street
c) Shape: Should be suitable to accommodate park recreation and open space activities
appropriate for the neighborhood; May include natural area as well as active recreation
areas
d) Surface: Soil should be suitable for intended park use; Some park area may be located
in detention basins or flood plains so long as the topography of the majority of the area
is suitable for park uses
e) Service Area: Neighborhood Parks shall be accessible by walking and have limited
parking as the service are is not more than ½ mile; Regional Parks typically are
accessible by driving, bicycling, and/or walking and have ample parking and a wide
range of facilities, as the service area is at least a three mile radius and can be regionwide

DEVELOPMENT
The need for the development of parklands includes the development of underdeveloped parks, as
well as the development of parkland recently acquired. The potential cost of development is
substantial. Therefore, a phased development plan, subject to availability of funds, has been
updated and prioritized in the Five-Year Plan.

MAINTENANCE
Park maintenance in the Township is a shared responsibility. Centre Region Parks and Recreation
provides general maintenance services such as, grass mowing, apparatus painting and repair,
field grading and lining, at regional parks. The Township performs these services for the
neighborhood parks. College Township also provides maintenance services for major items such
as, equipment installation and/or replacement, hard court surface repairs, and parking area
repairs.

IV.

OBJECTIVES

It is the objective of the Parks and Recreation Committee to encourage the Township to provide
parks and recreational opportunities for the residents of College Township. To meet this objective
the Township shall:

CONTINUE TO ACQUIRE PARK AND RECREATIONAL LAND
Acquiring park and recreational land shall continue as land development occurs within the
Township, as well as when appropriate lands become available.

DEVELOP NEW PARKS AS ACQUIRED
Development of new parks as acquired happens in three steps.
Step 1: Identify sites with signs immediately after obtaining the title to identify that
land as public parkland.
Step 2: Prepare a site development plan and phasing.
Step 3: Implement plans as budget permits.

IMPROVE EXISTING PARKS
There are multiple ways to improve existing parks
·
·
·
·
·

Repair and maintain existing equipment
Prepare or maintain a master plan and map for each park site
Provide new equipment as budget permits
Preserve and plant native and noninvasive vegetation to encourage wildlife and
reduce traffic sounds
Preserve and protect streams and buffer zones

PROVIDE ACCESS
The Township shall provide safe pedestrian and bicycle access from residential areas to
recreational, industrial, and commercial areas throughout the Township.

V.

RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS

The Township manages the nature trail in Mountainside Park. The Mt. Nittany Conservancy is a
partner in overseeing the Stoney Batter Natural Area. The Centre Soccer Association is a partner
in the development of Fogleman Fields. Centre Soccer provide programs at Fogleman Fields and
other facilities within College Township. Centred Basketball utilizes the Spring Creek Park
basketball facilities through their “Growing the Game” program. Centre Region Parks and
Recreation also provides other recreational programs to residents and non-residents.

VI.

HIGHLIGHTS

(What has been accomplished this year)

VII. PLANS AND CHALLENGES
VIII. APPENDICES
COLLEGE TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION APPROVED BUDGET

PARKS AND RECREATION FIVE YEAR PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS
Description

Neighborhood
Parks
Mt Nittany Terrace
Mt Nittany Terrace

2022

2023

2024

Fitness Station
Extend basketball court w/
additional paving

Mountainside

New/ refurbish playground
equipment

Penn Hills
Penn Hills
Penn Hills

Play equipment
Grading (pitchers mound &
home plate)
Basketball court

Harris Acres

Play structure

Oak Grove

Climbing apparatus
revamp
Extend walking path

Oak Grove

Grant/
Service
Project

2025

2026

$5,000
$10,000
$30,000
$30,500
$1,000
$10,000
$10,000
$700
$6,500

Thompson Woods
Parklet
Shamrock

Sliding board

Fieldstone
Fieldstone

Play equipment
Pavilion

Kissinger Meadow
Kissinger Meadow

Stormwater management
Walking path (wood chips
from Twp stockpile)
Pollinator plot (spray for
invasives)

Kissinger Meadow
Fogelman Overlook
Fogelman Overlook

$3,000
$30,000
$15,000
$5,000
$300

Landscaping/ amenities
Pave parking lot

$300

$300

$300

$20,000
$60,000

Panorama Parklet
Glenn Park
Glenn Park

Picnic tables
Gazebo

Limerock Terrace

Play equipment

College Twp
Bikeway
College Twp
Bikeway

Replacement pine trees
Saplings (15)(1’-2’)($15
each)
Repave from College Ave
toward Slab Cabin Park

Stoney Batter

Vehicle turn-around area

$300

$4,000
$5,000
$375

Stoney Batter
Stoney Batter
Stoney Batter

Additional Parking
(trailhead)
Stormwater improvements
Access control
Description

Regional Parks
Spring Creek
Spring Creek
Spring Creek
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring

Creek
Creek
Creek
Creek
Creek

Slab Cabin
Slab Cabin
Slab Cabin
Slab Cabin
Slab Cabin

Nittany Orchard
Nittany Orchard
Nittany Orchard
Dalevue

Basketball court repaving
Tennis court sealing
Park benches
repair/move/replace
Fitness equipment replace
Pickle ball courts
Landscaping
Flower gardens
Pave walking path (covered
bridge to Puddintown)

$2,800
$15,000
$2,000
Grant/
Service
Project

2022

G
G
G
S

Thompson Woods
Thompson Woods

Educational kiosk
Forest reforestation

Totals

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

$4,000
$2,000

$2,000

2025

2026

$40,000
$30,000
$20,000
$1,250
$13,000
$500

$8,000
$2,000

Grill
Waterline & drinking
fountain
Climbing equipment

Dalevue
Dalevue

2024

$28,000

Picnic tables, benches,
garbage can replacement
Replace electrical supply/
sled hill lighting
Picnic pavilion/ roof
refurbishment
Playground equipment
refurbish/ replace
Replace dead tree by
pavilion and add two more
trees

Multi-purpose field grading
& seeding per master plan
Relocate/refurbish pavilion
Plantings per master plan

2023

$500
$3,000
$2,000

$10,000
S

$3,000

$1,000
$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$151,050

$187,600

$178,600

$115,600

$120,300

