COLLEGE TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE
PARK TOUR MEETING AGENDA
Monday, June 13, 2022
7:00 PM
In-Person Park Tour Meeting
General Meeting Information
To attend in-person, this meeting will start at Mt. Nittany Terrace Park, 262 Jay Lane, State College, PA 16801 at 7:00 PM
and proceed to Penn Hills Park, Limerock Terrace Parklet then Dalevue Park. If there is enough daylight, the meeting will
proceed to Mountainside Park.


FIFTEEN (15) MINUTES WILL BE ALLOTTED FOR EACH PARK
*the following schedule gives approximate times
o 7:00 Meet at Mt. Nittany Terrace; Call to Order; Roll Call; Approval of Minutes
o 7:10 Open Discussion at Mount Nittany Terrace
o 7:25 Travel to Penn Hills Park
o 7:30 Open Discussion at Penn Hills Park
o 7:45 Travel to Limerock Terrace
o 7:50 Open Discussion at Limerock Terrace
o 8:05 Travel to Dalevue Park
o 8:10 Dusk to Dawn Light Request Discussion at Dalevue Park
o 8:25 Possibly Travel to Mountainside Park; Announcements

WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS: For specific agenda items and for items not on the agenda, written public comments may
be submitted until 12:00 noon the day of the meeting by emailing smeyers@collegetownship.org.
CALL TO ORDER:
ROLL CALL:
OPEN DISCUSSION (ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA):
MINUTES:

OLD BUSINESS:

May 9, 2022 Meeting Minutes
(Approval)
OB-1
OB-2

NEW BUSINESS: NB-1

Spring Creek Park Master Plan
(Update)
Invasive Vegetation Removal Volunteer Program
(Discussion)
Dalevue Park Request for Dusk to Dawn Light
(Discussion)

PARKS REPORTS: (Written reports received are emailed to all members the Wednesday prior to the meeting date)
Bike Paths
Cairns Crossing
CRPR
Dalevue
Fieldstone

Simpson
Sittler
Matason
Schulte
Sulzer

Fogleman Fields
Glenn Park
Harris Acres
Gordon D. Kissinger Meadow
MedOMOSOSOpeSpace
Limerock
Terrace
Millbrook Marsh
Mountainside
Nittany Orchard
Mt. Nittany Terrace
Oak Grove
Panorama Parklet
Penn Hills
Shamrock
Slab Cabin
Slab Cabin Overlook
Spring Creek Park
Spring Creek Estates
Stoney Batter Natural Area
Thompson Woods Parklet
PParParkletWoods Preserve
Thompson
Planning Commission
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
UPCOMING MEETINGS:
ADJOURNMENT:

August 8, 2022 @ 7 PM

Kalp
Smith
Sulzer
Sittler/Schulte
Smith
Matason
Smith
Schulte
Sulzer
Kalp
Moore
Moore
Simpson
Simpson/Kalp
Kalp
Moore
Moore
Staff

Minutes for Approval

COLLEGE TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Monday, May 9, 2022
7:00 PM
1481 E. College Avenue, State College PA 16801
Hybrid Meeting (In-Person or via Zoom)
ATTENDED BY –
P&R COMMITTEE:

David Schulte
Kathy Matason
Janet Sulzer
Sue Smith
Earl Moore
Jude Simpson
Stephen Spoonamore

ABSENT:

Judi Sittler, Chair
Derek Kalp

STAFF:

Amy Kerner, Public Works Director
Sharon Meyers, Senior Support Specialist – Engineering

GUESTS:

Bob and Debbie Keller from Buchenhorst Rd.

CALL TO ORDER:
Mr. Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
OPEN DISCUSSION:
Mr. Moore reviewed Zoom meeting protocol then led the group in introductions as there is a
new member to the committee and new a staff assistant.
Mr. Moore welcomed the Keller’s and offered for them to start the open discussion. Mr. Keller
stated he is concerned about Penn Hills Park and the fact that it is no longer being mowed in its
entirety. Mr. Keller stated “there are lots of kids from the neighborhood that play there and parents are
irate about the lack of mowing”. Mrs. Keller stated the park has been mowed for thirty-five years and
she doesn’t understand why the sudden decision to stop mowing. Ms. Kerner explained the decision
was not made lightly and the reason was “a staffing issue”. The Township has recently hired two
seasonal employees which will help with the mowing and other maintenance around the Township.
Mr. Schulte suggested the hill be mowed twice a year and not every week. The Keller’s stated the hill
is not the problem, the upper level of the park is not being mowed and children play there every
evening. Mr. Keller stated he and his wife visited other parks in the area and they “look like a par six
golf course” and Penn Hills Park isn’t being mowed for the first time in thirty-five years. Ms. Kerner
explained some of the parks the Keller’s had visited are Regional parks and don’t fall under the
Townships maintenance schedule. Mr. Schulte explained the difference between a Township park and
a Regional park. Ms. Kerner clarified that the property line along the top section should be mowed as
to differentiate the park property lines from the homeowner property lines, to eliminate confusion. Ms.
Kerner suggested the possibility of mapping out a few paths to be mowed in order to tie the park
together. Mr. Spoonamore suggested the top and bottom sections of the park be mowed, but not the
hill. The committee suggested a motion for the mowing of Penn Hills Park. Ms. Kerner stated a
motion would not be necessary and given staff availability a compromise should be sufficient. Mr.
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Moore thanked the Keller’s for presenting their concerns on Penn Hills Park.

MINUTES:
Ms. Matason motioned to approve the minutes. Mr. Schulte seconded the motion.
Motion carried with six yes votes and one abstained vote from Mr. Spoonamore as he was
not present.
OLD BUSINESS:
OB-1 Spring Creek Park Master Plan (Update)
Ms. Kerner updated the committee about the open house presentation of the Spring Creek Park
Master Plan being made on Wednesday, May 11th at 6:00 p.m. Ms. Smith was not aware of said
presentation and inquired how the presentation was being advertised. Ms. Kerner stated there are flyers
posted at the Lemont Post Office and it was posted on the Township website, as well as social media
posts through Facebook and Twitter. Ms. Sulzer remarked she does not see anything on her Facebook.
Ms. Kerner stated she will talk to the IT personnel at the Township and make sure there is a posting
made via social media.
OB-2 Maps of the Parks (Update)
Mr. Spoonamore voiced some concerns about Nittany Terrace Park. Particularly the signage
for park access. Mr. Spoonamore believes the sign should either be repositioned or moved to another
area all together. Ms. Kerner clarified there is no formal park access from Bush Avenue or Matilda
Avenue. Mr. Schulte stated there is an access between two houses on Jay Street. Mr. Spoonamore is
also concerned with a camper van being parked in the park parking area. Mr. Schulte stated that the
park is closed from dusk to dawn, therefore there should be no parking in the park at night. Mr. Moore
suggested Ms. Kerner reach out to the ordinance department about this matter. Ms. Kerner stated she
will follow up with the ordinance enforcement officer.
Ms. Simpson indicated she did not receive a map. Ms. Kerner stated the bike paths were not
mapped and the GSI technician is working on the Slab Cabin Overlook. However, the map does not
have lot lines. Mr. Schulte suggested that Ms. Kerner provide Ms. Simpson with the maps of Slab
Cabin Park and Dalevue Park because they display significant portions of the Township bike path
along SR322.
OB-3 Donation Guidelines (Discussion)
Ms. Matason stated she realized “we have talked about this before” and brought to the
committee’s attention the Kissinger sign issue from the past and suggested those discussions from prior
meetings could help with the current issues. Ms. Kerner suggested this is not an immediate issue and
stated the people from the fall had withdrawn their request. Mr. Schulte wanted to thank Mr. Kalp for
his “short, sweet and to the point” contribution to the donation guidelines and the Parks and
Recreaction Committee responsibilities. Mr. Moore suggested the matter be tabled until it comes up
again. Mr. Spoonamore stated he has been through a similar process with two other states and will be a
good resource for the committee.
Mr. Schulte moved to table the donation guidelines discussion. Ms. Matason seconded.
Motion carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS:
NB-1 Invasive Vegetation Removal Volunteer Program (Discussion)
Ms. Kerner explained the email she had received from Mr. Huang about invasive species in the
Township parks and how he would like to volunteer to help trim the large amounts of bittersweet vines
and honeysuckle plants. Ms. Kerner stated should any herbicides be used the Township staff will need
to make those applications. Ms. Kerner also suggested the parks and invasive plants be prioritized, as
well as, overseers be put in place for each park. Meaning, there should be a committee member,
potentially the committee member in charge of that particular park, as well as a Township staff member
as overseers. Mr. Schulte agreed and referred to the Service Project request form that requires signoff
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from both the committee and township staff. Ms. Sulzer agreed oversight needs to be in place prior to
starting any type of volunteer work. Ms. Sulzer questioned whether the committee is moving towards
eradication or keeping invasives at bay by trimming and thinning. Mr. Schulte suggested someone
from the committee reach out to Mr. Huang to find out if he is speaking about any particular park or all
parks in the Township. Mr. Moore asked Ms. Kerner to forward the email from Mr. Huang to himself
and he will reach out for details. Ms. Smith and Ms. Matason suggested Mr. Moore send a project
service form to Mr. Huang.
NB-2 Placement of Picnic Tables (Action)
Ms. Matason moved to discuss the placement of picnic tables. Mr. Spoonamore seconded.
Motion carried unanimously.
Ms. Simpson stated “they are nice looking picnic tables”, but has concerns about the criteria
used for the placement. Ms. Simpson questioned why the Parks and Recreation Committee were not
involved in the decision of picnic table placement. Ms. Simpson also question whether the picnic
tables are ADA compliant. She also suggested there be a criteria set for how placement of the tables is
decided. Some questions regarding the criteria would be; Are they ADA compliant? The view should
be taken into consideration. Are the tables able to be moved? What is the purpose of the picnic tables?
Ms. Simpson stated the current placement of the tables are extremely noisy areas, as well as, no shade
available. Ms. Simpson suggested the picnic tables may be more useful in other areas. She suggested
one table be moved closer to the tennis courts and the other is not in a good spot and is “too close to the
bike path and not good for accessibility”. Ms. Simpson suggested the area across from Happy Valley
Brewing would be a good area for table placement as it has much less noise and better views. Mr.
Moore stated the picnic tables along the bike paths may be used as more of a “pit stop” and not for their
intended use. Ms. Smith recommended one picnic table be moved to Limerock Terrace Park. Mr.
Schulte stated the table by the tennis courts in Dalevue Park is not a good spot and Ms. Smith may
acquire that particular table for Limerock Terrace Park. Ms. Simpson commented the tables are ADA
compliant. Mr. Spoonamore agreed the area across from Happy Valley Brewing would be perfect
placement and offered to move said table this weekend. Ms. Kerner stated once placement is decided
for the tables, Township staff will move them. Ms. Sulzer suggested one of the tables be placed at
Fogleman Overlook Park, perhaps in the turnaround area.
Mr. Moore moved to relocate one picnic table to the area across from the Brewery and
the other to Fogleman Outlook. Mr. Schulte seconded. Motion carried unanimously.
Ms. Kerner added, should there be another picnic table completed, it can be sent to Limerock
Terrace.
PARKS REPORTS:
(Written reports received are emailed to all members the Wednesday prior to the meeting
date) No additional reports discussed.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
EZP Report
Ms. Kerner explained the Engineering, Zoning and Planning Report. Mr. Schulte asked that
sketch plans be brought to the committee’s attention as soon as possible, as the committee’s possibility
for input is at the very beginning of the process.
OTHER MATTERS:
Mr. Spoonamore suggested this matter may fall under parks reports. Mr. Spoonamore had
visited the parking area at Mt. Nittany and stated there were multiple vehicles parked illegally at
various times during his visits. He was unaware the gate needed to remain open and vehicles are
allowed to be parked in that area. Mr. Spoonamore suggested the verbiage of the sign be changed and
he would be able to make some suggestions on possible changes. Ms. Kerner stated this matter will be
taken under advisement.
Mr. Moore acknowledged Ms. Sulzer had other matters to discuss. Ms. Sulzer stated she has
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seen some bald eagles in the area. Ms. Simpson noted she has seen some bald eagles around her house.
Ms. Smith commented there have been a few in the area around Hills Plaza as well.
Mr. Schulte asked Ms. Kerner to compare notes about the parks. Ms. Kerner stated she sends
maintenance requests to the Centre Region Parks and Recreation. Mr. Schulte requested the list of
open park maintenance requests be forwarded to the committee.
Mr. Spoonamore pointed out the CRPR website lists Stoney Batter Natural Area as being
privately owned. Mr. Schulte explained the Township owns Stoney Batter Park and that The Mount
Nittany Conservancy and the Lions Paw Association own the adjacent parcels.
June Parks and Recreation Committee meeting will be a “tour meeting”. The Committee as a
whole agreed the parks which will be visited during the meeting will be, Nittany Terrace, Penn Hills,
and Limerock Terrace. Mr. Moore suggested Mountainside Park be added if we have time. Everyone
agreed, the Committee will meet at Nittany Terrace at 7:00 p.m. for the June 13th meeting.
ADJOURNMENT:
Mr. Spoonamore move to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Matason seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.
With no other matters to discuss, Mr. Moore adjourned the May 9, 2022, Parks &
Recreation Committee Meeting at 8:22 PM.

Respectfully Submitted By,

___________________________________

Sharon E. Meyers
Recording Secretary

College Township Parks and Recreation Committee
June 13, 2022
Centre Region Parks and Recreation Authority
May 19, 2022
Endorsed unanimously the draft 2023 Program Plans, contingent on the final edits made by COG
Administration, to be presented to the municipalities in June.
Accepted unanimously change order #1 in the amount of $4,200 and change order #2 in the amount of
$6,200, for a total amount of $10,400, from APArchitects for work conducted on the Spring Creek
Education Building Phase II and Welcome Pavilion projects at Millbrook Marsh Nature Center.
Accepted unanimously the 2021 Annual Snapshot.
Accepted unanimously the request from Fernsler Hutchinson to repurpose approved $4000 from the
Maintenance Building Construction at Whitehall Road Regional Park to the Construction Administration
Phase for the restroom building portion of that project.
Approved the Chair signing a Memorandum of Understanding between Centre Region COG and Centre
Region Parks and Recreation Authority for an inter-agency loan from the Centre Region Fire Protection
Agency in the amount of $225,500 for Phase II of the Feasibility Study for the Millbrook Marsh
Boardwalk. Loan is for five years, at 2.5% interest, and may be repaid any time before the five years at
no penalty.
Discussed the Master Plan for John Hess Softball Complex. When the original Plan was done in 2011,
the committee had proposed two possibilities for the field reconstruction. One was three tournamentsize fields and the other was four youth-size fields. We discussed the pros and cons of each, leaning
toward the tournament-sized fields because they are more versatile. In the fall and spring, our diamond
fields’ outfields are used for other sports (football, soccer, etc.) since we are so short of rectangular
fields. The larger diamond fields at Hess would accommodate those other types of uses. Also, it is
possible with the use of temporary fencing for youth ball games to be played on larger fields. Mr. Lord,
from Harris Township, suggested that the supervisors would most likely be inclined to want the first
phase of this project, if funded, to be the restrooms and concession stand, since it is expected that this
project would be phased. He will discuss with the Harris Township Board and we will explore their
suggestions at a future meeting.
We received an update from Ed Bell, the project manager for Whitehall Road Regional Park. Work is
progressing, despite the rainy weather. He expects construction of the restrooms to start in about a
month.
Next scheduled meeting is June 16, 2022, 12:15 pm, Tudek Park, Pavilion 1

Centre Region Parks and Recreation Authority Work Session
None scheduled at this time.

COG Parks and Recreation Governance Special Committee
May 25, 2022
Continued discussion around what we want our Authority to do. Tried to focus on regionally, not
municipally.
Consensus reached that our Authority should be involved in fundraising for regional parks. This includes
applying for grants, taking advantage of 501 (c) status, and considering forming a Foundation, as
suggested in the Comprehensive Study.
Next scheduled meeting is June 22, 2022, 8:30 am, COG General Forum Room (hybrid)

COG Finance Committee, COG Executive Committee, and General Forum – I have been attending, via
Zoom, the meetings of Finance and Executive in order to keep abreast of developments relating the
Authority activities. I attend General Forum meetings when needed as they generally occur on evenings
when I have an ongoing prior commitment.
College Township Council and Planning Commission - I am attending College Township Planning
Commission and College Township Council meetings when agenda items are related to Parks and
Recreation.

Millbrook Marsh Nature Center Boardwalk Feasibility Working Group
March 7, 2022 – I was not able to attend this meeting.
May 3, 2022
The group met briefly by Zoom to see where LAN Associates is relative to Phase II objectives. They are
in testing mode and have been on site this week. There will be a walk-through later this week to
continue evaluation of ground conditions and definition of appropriate construction methods. The plant
identification/inventory will start shortly. Anticipate updated cost estimates at end of summer.
Next scheduled meeting is June 9, 2022, 10:30 AM, via Zoom.

COG Parks Capital Committee (joint meeting with the Authority)
The Centre Region Parks and Recreation Authority voted to meet jointly with the Parks Capital
Committee on a quarterly basis. The Parks Capital Committee will continue to meet every other month
in 2022.

May 12, 2022 – I was not able to attend this meeting. There were no action items.
Next scheduled joint meeting with the Authority is May 12, 2022, 12:15 pm, COG General Forum Room

Millbrook Marsh Nature Center Advisory Committee

Next scheduled meeting is June 15, 2022, 4:00 pm, Spring Creek Education Building.

Project Management Team for WRRP
Whitehalll Road Regional Park groundbreaking was on April 27, 2022!

Prepared by Kathy Matason

Parks and Recreation
Report

Date: 3 May 2022
Parks Rep:

Park Name: College Township Bikeway

Jude Simpson

Report: Picnic Tables along College Twp Bikeway
Two new picnic tables have been placed along the College Township Bikeway. I believe they
were placed there by mistake and have been there since April. They pose some safety concerns
since they are quite close to the bike path.

#1 near Slab Cabin Covered Bridge

#2 near UAJA Beneficial Reuse Water sign
near tennis court at Dalevue Park

Maintenance Issues:
Please find out where the picnic tables were intended to be placed and move them to these
locations for people to enjoy this spring and onward.

Parks and Recreation
Report
Date: 5/30/22
Parks Rep:

Park Name:

CT Bikepath

Simpson

Report:
Poison Hemlock is thriving in multiple areas along the CT Bike path. This invasive and
toxic weed poses a danger to humans and animals. There is a large swath growing along
the bike path near the 322 tunnel. A passerby could easily brush against the plants and be
affected by this deadly plant.

Maintenance Issues:
1. Please remove the Poison Hemlock from this area ASAP.
2. Create and prioritize an eradication plan to eliminate Poison Hemlock from other areas
along the bike path and parklands.

Parks and Recreation
Report
Date:
Parks Rep:

5/22/22

Park Name: Cairnes Crossing

Judi Sittler

Report:

Maintenance Issues: Path is getting very overgrown with
overhanging branches. Because tics are a problem, perhaps the
overhanging branches should be trimmed back so that tics have less
chance of clinging on to people’s heads and shoulders.

Parks and Recreation
Report
Date: May 26, 2022
Parks Rep:

Park Name:Cairnes Crossing

Judi Sittler

Report: This month, May, I sent in a maintenance report but did not

notice the leaning tree, which I think is leaning more than ever. Now that
the leaves are on the tree, it is heavier on top. (see photos)
Maintenance Issues: Large, old tree is leaning heavily over the Cairnes
Crossing boardwalk. Removal is suggested.
Photos attached.

2

College Township
Parks and Recreation Report
Date: 05/28/2022
Park Rep:
Schulte

Park Name:

Dalevue

Report: .
State College Police are visiting the park night and day....sometimes multiple times per
day.

Maintenance Issues:
(2022-05-28) One side of the higher chin-up bar on the fitness equipment had slid down.
Please level the bar and replace the set screw .

(2021-06-03) Please replace broken board in park bench near pavilion.

(2020-03-2) Please continue the project to remove the stump, low hanging branches, and
surrounding brush in the southwest corner of the multi-purpose field. This is a prerequisite for
the grading and seeding of the field which is the next phase in the park redevelopment plan.
This field is being used for ad-hoc field games as designed. Regular mowing under the trees
would make it safer and more useable. [See also Issue 2021-11-30]

(2021-11-30) Please continue the refurbishment of the split rail fence where the park
borders the properties at 1232, 1238 & 1242 Mayberry. (See also Issue 2020-03-2)

(2019.9-1) Please acknowledge that Dalevue Park is on the list of facilities NOT accepting
unsolicited donations of trees, benches, etc. (e.g.: https://www.crpr.org/parks/remembrance-trees )

(2019-9-2, updated 2021-04-12) Please remove the items encroaching on the park along the
border with 409 Goldfinch. (For reference: The pine trees were planted by the township
approximately 5' inside the property line. Anything between the trees is on park property.)
The unaddressed encroachment encourages others to do likewise.

Parks and Recreation
Report
Date:
June 2022
Parks Rep:

Park Name:
Nittany Orchard
S. Spoonamore

Report: Walked Park 2x in late May. No obvious issues. Looked

good.

Maintenance Issues: None Seen.

College Township
Parks and Recreation Report
Date: 0528/2022
Parks Rep:
Schulte

Park Name: Oak Grove____________

Report
The chipped/broken bench reported 26-Jan-2020 has been repaired. Looks Great ! Thank you!

Maintenance Issues:
(2022-05-28 A) Please remove
the tree limb that has fallen
along the north border of the
park.

(2022-05-28 B) Please advise if
shed pictured is encroaching on
rear yard setback from property
line.

(2022-05-28 C) Please trim branches
encroaching on walkway to the park along
Vilandury.

As a rule of thumb, there should be nothing
(e.g. branches or signs,) that a person
standing on the pavement could touch.

(2022-05-28 D) Please repair or replace
buckled macadam of walkway to park along
Vilandury.
(Let me know if this needs to be put in the P&R
Five Year Plan.)

(2022-05-28 E) Please remove yard waste and tree branches dumped along fence border with
SR322.
(Left picture shows sod viewable from walkway near upper end. The sod might make good fill at
the water main repair currently occurring along Vilandury.)
(Right picture is view 30-90 feet down hill. Note
that the larger logs could be stashed for use at
the fire pit in Slab Cabin Park).
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Parks and Recreation
Report
Date: 5/9/2022

Park Name: Shamrock

Parks Rep: Earl Moore
Report: This park needs a general sprucing. See Below

Tree and brush need cut back.

Maintenance Issues:
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Parks and Recreation
Report
Date: 5/31/22

Park Name: Slab Cabin

Parks Rep: Earl Moore
Report:

Dead tree at bottom has been removed but a new tree was planted
at the top. We need the trees at the bottom to help with excess
runoff.

Benches removed are they being renewed?

Maintenance Issues: Can the no mow area be expanded to create
more of a sled buffer for the creek.
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