
 
COLLEGE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL  
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

      Thursday, March 5, 2026 7:00 PM 
                 Hybrid Meeting (In-Person or via Zoom) 

 
 

 

General Meeting Information 
College Township offers both in-person and virtual meeting attendance for all public meetings. To attend in-
person, meetings will be held at 1481 E. College Avenue, State College PA, 16801, 2nd floor meeting room. To 
attend virtually, please see the information below.   

To Attend the LIVE Meeting Via Zoom on Computer or Smart Phone:  

• Click HERE to REGISTER for the meeting via Zoom. Once registered, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the meeting. See the College Township website at 
www.collegetownship.org for detailed instructions on how to participate via zoom.  

Written public comments, for specific agenda items, may be submitted until 12:00 noon the day of the meeting 
by emailing admin@collegetownship.org. 

College Township is committed to making meetings accessible to everyone. If you require an accommodation or 
service to fully participate, please contact admin@collegetownship.org or 814-231-3021. 
 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS:   2026 COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:  
Susan Trainor, Chair ............................ COG Executive Committee 
                                                                      COG Public Safety 
Tracey Mariner, Vice Chair .................. COG Human Resources Committee  
   CT Local Traffic Advisory Committee (LTAC) 
   Centre Area Cable Consortium  
Eric Bernier .......................................... COG Land Use & Community Infrastructure Committee (LUCI) 
                                                                      CC Metropolitan Planning Organization Coordinating Committee (CCMPO) 
Rich Francke ........................................ COG Finance Committee 
   COG Parks & Recreation Governance Committee 
                                                                      COG Parks Capital 
        COG Facilities 
Gretchen Brandt .................................. COG Climate Action & Sustainability Committee (CAS) 
                                                                      Spring Creek Watershed Commission Delegate 
                                                                      CT Industrial Development Authority Liaison (CTIDA)   
  

 

COLLEGE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING 

 

CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 

PUBLIC OPEN  

DISCUSSION: For any item not on this agenda. Please limit comments to five minutes. 
 

NEW  

AGENDA ITEMS:  Majority vote of Council required to add business item(s) to the agenda. 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/s5Ryf2_zTqSBVFWNsstQig
http://www.collegetownship.org/
mailto:admin@collegetownship.org
mailto:admin@collegetownship.org
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SPECIAL 

PRESENTATION:         SP-1 CT Parks & Recreation Committee 2025 Annual Report      

                        

PLANS:                 P-1 PSU Relocate Existing Bike Path Near Innovation Park     

   Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan  

  

 P-2 Park Furniture Sketch Plan          

               

    

REPORTS:                       

a. Manager’s Update 

b. COG Regional, County, and Liaison Reports 

c. Staff/P.C./Other Committee Reports  

d. Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Belonging Reports (Public invited to report) 

 To review CT’s DEIB Calendar, please scan:  
  

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  CA-1 Minutes 

CA-2 Correspondence 

CA-3 Action Items 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  OB-1 PSU Signage – Ordinance Amendments        

     (Discussion/Action)    L. Schoch  

  

 OB-2 Amendments to Chapters 87 & 200   

     (Discussion/Action)    L. Schoch 

 

 OB-3 Comments on PSU events for COG Public Safety Committee   

      (Discussion/Action)    M. Bloom  

   

 

NEW BUSINESS:         NB-1 New Position for CTIDA – Economic Development Specialist      
    (Discussion/Action)    K. Kenepp  

      

 NB-2 Railroad Crossing on Mt. Nittany Rd.   

    (Discussion/Action)    A. Kerner 

        

 

STAFF  

INFORMATIVES:          SI-1 UAJA Executive Director’s Report      

                   SI-2 CATA Audit    

          SI-3 PML article on Data Centers  

          SI-4 Columbia Gas pipeline project  

          SI-5 Boalsburg Fire Company Awards Banquet             

              

COUNCIL/STAFF OTHER MATTERS (Informational Only) 

 

ADJOURNMENT 



 
 
 

              COUNCIL CONSENT AGENDA 

March 5, 2026 
 

 

 

CA-1 Minutes, Approval of  

a. February 19, 2026 – College Township Council Public Hearing Minutes  

b. February 19, 2026 – College Township Council Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

 

CA-2 Correspondence, Receipt/Approval of 

a. Letter from Penn Terra dated February 18, 2026, regarding time extension for the Crew 814 

Phase I Final LDP to June 16, 2026 

b. Emails from John Ferguson regarding Single Use Plastics 

c. Letter from First Night State College dated February 23, 2026, regarding donation 

 

 

   CA-3  Action Item, Approval 

a. Resolution R-26-10 – Disposition of Devices  

b. Waiver request for Classic Cones  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photo by Frank Scott, IV 
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I. PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

 

 

Janet Sulzer, Chair 

Park Assignments: Fieldstone, Harris Acres, Panorama 

Member Since: March 2018 

Term Ends:  December 2025 

 

Janet was raised in Central Pennsylvania and has a BS from Mansfield State University and an AS 

from Penn State.  She and her husband moved to the Centre Region in 1970 and then to College 

Township in 1979.  Since 1983, Janet has held numerous positions in local government in College 

Township and the Centre Region, including eight years as a College Township Council Member.  She 

was Chairperson of the Centre Region Council of Government’s Public Service Commission when 

regional trash collection was implemented. 

 

 

Judi Sittler, Vice-Chair 

Park Assignments: Cairns Crossing, Gordon D. Kissinger Meadow, Mount Nittany Terrace, Nittany 

Orchard, Spring Creek Estates, Stoney Batter Natural Area 

Member Since: January 2015 

Term Ends:  December 2027 
 

Judi was born and raised in Berks County, Pennsylvania.  She raised a family in State College, and 

got her undergraduate and master’s degree in Special Education from Penn State.  Judi moved to Los 

Angeles where she lived for thirty years, teaching special education at UCLA and Beverly Hills High 

School.  During this time, she got a PhD in Psychology and set up a private practice as a licensed 

psychologist.  When she retired in 2006, she moved to State College with her husband Stu Silver.  

She is happy to be “back home” and close to her son and daughter-in-law.  Her home is along Spring 

Creek in the Lemont area.  Having Spring Creek in her backyard, prompted Judi to join the Central 

PA Women Anglers in 2007 and the Spring Creek Chapter of Trout Unlimited in 2009.  She served as 

the chapter’s president for four years and then moved to the position of chair of the Spring Creek 

Watershed Association in March 2014.  Judi attributes everything she knows about watershed 

conservation to her experiences with everyone associated with Trout Unlimited and the Spring Creek 

Watershed Association.   
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Kathleen Matason 

Park Assignments: Millbrook Marsh, Centre Region Parks & Recreation 

Member Since: January 2005 

Term Ends:  December 2026 
 

Kathy has a BS in Management and a MA in American Studies, both from Penn State.  She retired in 

2018 from her position as Director of Operations of the Ben Franklin Technology Center.  Kathy joined 

the College Township Parks and Recreation Committee in 2005 (chair from 2008-2010) and has 

represented College Township on the Centre Region Parks and Recreation Authority since 2005, 

serving as secretary (2007-2018) and chair (2018-present).  She also represents College Township on 

the Millbrook Marsh Advisory Committee (2005-present).  Kathy is a long-standing member of the 

Centre County Drug and Alcohol Planning Council, serving in several key leadership positions (2003-

present).  Completion of two major construction projects, Whitehall Road Regional Park and Millbrook 

Marsh Nature Center Spring Creek Education Building Phase II/Diane Kerly Welcome Pavilion, has 

been the highlight of 2025! 

 

 

Earl Moore 

Park Assignments: Shamrock, Slab Cabin, Thompson Woods Parklet, Thompson Woods   

 Preserve 
Member Since: March 2016 

Term Ends:  December 2027 
 

Earl was born and raised in Central Pennsylvania.  He lived in the Pine Creek Valley for twenty years 

and the last seven years in College Township.  He has a degree in Information Technology from Penn 

State.  Earl has a wonderful wife, Kimberly, three sons, a grandson, and a granddaughter.  He has 

served on the College Township Parks and Recreation Committee since March 2016 and on the LTAC 

since January 2016.  His hobbies include gardening, woodworking, and home improvements. 

 

 

David Schulte 

Park Assignments: Dalevue, Fogleman Overlook, Oak Grove, Penn Hills 

Member Since: January 1989 

Term Ends:  December 2028 
 

Dave has a BS in Psychology from the State University of New York (1974) and is a Certified Systems 

Engineer. After 45 years as a professional systems designer, implementer and administrator, he 

retired in 2019 and now enjoys bringing his grandchildren to the park, bicycling, and flying his plane.  

He has been a Little League coach, CRPR soccer coach, and BSA adult leader (Cubmaster, 

RoundTable Commissioner, Scoutmaster, WB).  Dave has been a member of the committee since 

1989, serving as secretary (1990-1996, 2013), vice-chairman (2003, 2023), and chairman (1997-

2002, 2004-2007, 2024). 
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Jude Simpson 

Park Assignments: Bike Paths, Fogleman Fields, Slab Cabin Overlook, Spring Creek Park 

Member Since: January 2007 

Term Ends:  December 2026 
 

Jude is a Penn State graduate who studied Fisheries Science and Biology at the University of Alaska 

in Juneau.  Since moving to State College in 2000, Jude has served on the boards of the Centre 

Region Bicycle Coalition and as a volunteer for Pennsylvania Rails to Trails.  She believes all residents 

of the Centre Region should have the opportunity to enjoy convenient, non-motorized access to trails 

and other recreational facilities.  Her vision is for the development of a safe, destination bound 

continuous alternative transportation system that would link parks, trails, and bike paths in order 

to promote physical activity and healthy living.   

 

 

Susan Smith 

Park Assignments: Glenn Park, Limerock Terrace, Mountainside 

Member Since: January 2011 

Term Ends:  December 2025 
 

Susan F. Smith (Sue) was a member of the Parks and Recreation Committee in the late 1970’s and 

early 1980’s, at the time Spring Creek Park was created.  She is Chair of the Lemont Village 

Association (LVA) and is very involved in the activities sponsored.  Sue is also a member of the Centre 

County Housing Authority, and other non-profit organizations.  She is a graduate of Grinnell College 

in Grinnell, Iowa, and has worked as an elementary school teacher, legislative aide, and fundraising 

consultant to non-profit organizations. 

 
(Pictured from left to right) Kathy Matason, Judi Sittler, Sue Smith, Jude Simpson, Amy Kerner, Dave Schulte in Fieldstone Park 
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II. BACKGROUND 

 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

Founded in 1875, College Township is a composite of zoned areas that allow for a mixture of 

agricultural, commercial, industrial, residential, residential-office, and university, which is blended 

into an area of approximately eighteen and one-half square miles.  According to the 2018-2022 

American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, College Township population was 10,916.  This was 

a 1.25% increase from the 2020 US Census.  The median age of residents of College Township is 40.4 

years, which is 14.6 years greater than the median age of Centre Region.   

 Age Range:  <18  18-24  25-34  35-59  60+ 

 % of Population: 16.03% 16.44% 10.81% 29.27% 27.45% 

 

PUBLIC RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES 

College Township is proud to be part of a larger regional network of parks and recreation spaces that 

serve residents throughout the Centre Region.  Each municipality contributes by acquiring and 

developing parkland and investing in improvements that benefit the whole community.  The care and 

maintenance of the parks is a shared responsibility with Centre Region Parks and Recreation (CRPR) 

overseeing designated regional parks, while College Township maintains the neighborhood parks 

within its boundaries ensuring they remain welcoming, safe, and enjoyable for everyone.   

 

RECREATION PLANNING 

College Township has a long history of thoughtful recreation and open space planning.  In the 1970’s, 

the Township adopted the Centre Region Comprehensive Plan, which included goals for parks and 

open space and referenced the 1973 Centre Region Parks and Open Space Plan.  Building on that 

foundation, the College Township Parks and Recreation Committee developed a five-year improvement 

plan in 1985 to enhance existing parks within the Township.   

A year later, in 1986, the landscape architecture firm Griswold, Winters, Swain and Mullin (GWSM) 

completed a comprehensive recreation, park, and open space study for the entire Centre Region.  This 

study provided as updated inventory of recreational facilities and offered recommendations for 

improving regional amenities.  The Centre Region Comprehensive Recreation, Parks, and Open Space 

Plan has continued to evolve over time, with the most recent update completed in January 2020.  This 

plan addresses everything from facilities and programming to financing, maintenance, and future 

recommendations.   

Most recently, in 2023, the College Township Parks and Recreation Committee proposed updates to 

the Township’s Official Map, a planning tool used to identify existing and proposed public lands and 

facilities.  The update process included valuable input from public meetings, the College Township 

Planning Commission, and Centre Region Planning staff.  In addition to mapping future roads and 

bicycle paths, the Committee identified potential locations for two types of parks; active parks, which 

support organized recreation and play, and passive parks, which protect natural areas such as 

floodplains and other environmentally sensitive spaces.   
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ENABLING LEGISLATION 

In 1968, the Pennsylvania General Assembly enacted the Municipalities Planning Code (MPC), 

granting municipalities the authority to adopt an Official Map.  The purpose of this legislation is to 

promote public health, safety, and general welfare; ensure adequate public streets and facilities; 

improve traffic circulation; provide for community recreation and open space needs; protect and 

enhance water resources; and facilitate the subdivision and use of land and watercourses.   

College Township exercised this authority by adopting its own Official Map through Ordinance No. 87 

on November 14, 1985, thereby establishing Chapter 133 of the College Township Code.  The MPC 

was later amended in 1988 to clarify provisions and expressly authorize municipalities to identify the 

approximate locations of both existing and proposed public streets, watercourses, and public grounds 

on their Official Maps.    

Also in 1988, further revisions to the MPC (Section 503(11)) empowered municipalities to require the 

dedication of parkland or the collection of “fees-in-lieu” as part of the subdivision and land 

development process, consistent with an adopted recreation plan.  This legislative action ensured that 

local governments could secure the resources necessary for the acquisition and development of 

parkland to serve current and future residents. 

 

 
Newly resurfaced basketball court in Spring Creek Park 
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III. PARK FACILITIES 

INVENTORY OF FACILITIES 

Below is a list of park facilities and activities available within College Township. 

( * denotes park facilities not overseen by College Township Parks & Recreation Committee) 
Facility Size Playground

/ Play Area 
Picnic 
Area 

Ball 
Field(s) 

Restroom/ 
Pavilion  

Other 
Activities 

Walking/ 
Cycling 

Maintained 
By 

         

Bicycle Paths ~6.5    
ln mi 

     Paved Township 

Cairns 

Crossing 

1.37 

acres 

     Path Township 

Dalevue 14.78 

acres 

X X X P Basketball 

Tennis 

Sledding 

Bikeway 

Access 

CRPR 

Fieldstone 1.83 

acres 

X X     Township 

*Fogleman 
Fields 

15.30 
acres 

X   P  R Soccer Paved SCASD/ 
CRPR 

Fogleman 

Overlook 

2.68 

acres 

    Bench Paved Township 

Glenn Park 1.71 

acres 

X X     Township 

GDK 

Meadow 

11.60 

acres 

 X     Township 

Harris Acres 1.16 

acres 

 X Back 

stop 

   Township 

*Lemont 
Village Green 

0.95 
acres 

X   P Concerts, 
Markets, 

Festivals 

 Lemont 
Village 

Association 

Limerock 

Terrace 

0.55 

acres 

X X   Basketball 

½ Court 

 Township 

*Millbrook 

Marsh 

67.71 

acres 

   P  R Education 

Center 

Path/ 

Boardwalk 

CRPR 

Mountain-

side 

7.17 

acres 

X X    Nature Trail Township 

Mt. Nittany 
Terrace 

2.93 
acres 

 

X X  P Basketball  Township 

*Nittany 

Mountain 

765.03 

acres  

    Overlooks Hiking 

Nature Trail 

Conserv-

ancy & 

Lions Paw 

Nittany 

Orchard 

5.20 

acres 

X X X  Basketball 

Tennis 

Gazebo 

 CRPR 

Oak Grove 2.92 
acres 

X X   Basketball 
½ Court 

Paved Township 

*Oak Hall 

Regional 

68.27 

acres 

  X R  Trail CRPR 

Panorama 

Parklet 

0.65 

acres 

 X     Township 

Penn Hills 4.89 

acres 

X X X P Sledding  Township 

Shamrock 3.00 

acres 

X X    Grass Township 

Slab Cabin 15.35 
acres 

X X  P Basketball 
½ Court 

Sledding 

Bikeway 
Access 

CRPR 
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Facility Size Playground Picnic 
Area 

Ball 
Field(s) 

Restroom/ 
Pavilion  

Other 
Activities 

Walking/ 
Cycling 

Maintained 
By 

         

Slab Cabin 

Overlook 

5.11 

acres 

     Paved  Township 

Spring Creek 

Estates 

10.24 

acres 

     Trail Township 

Spring Creek 

Park 

36.25 

acres 

X X X P  R Basketball 

Soccer 

Volleyball 
Tennis 

Paved 

Bikeway 

Access 

CRPR 

Stoney 

Batter 

32.90 

acres 

     Hiking Township 

Thompson 

Woods 

Parklet 

1.82 

acres 

    Gazebo  Township 

*Thompson 

Woods 

Preserve 

36.60 

acres 

     Hiking CRPR 

 

ACQUISITION 

College Township recognizes the importance of ensuring that every neighborhood has convenient 

access to park and recreation opportunities.  Ideally, each neighborhood should have a park within 

walking distance.  Whenever possible, the Township seeks to acquire land adjacent to existing parks 

to expand recreational spaces and strengthen community connections.   

Land and/or funding for these acquisitions may be obtained through the following sources: 

a.) Dedication of land as part of subdivision approval 

b.) “Fee-in-Lieu” contributions from developers 

c.) Government grant programs 

d.) Township tax funds 

e.) Private donations 

f.) Easements 

Parcels identified for acquisition should meet the following general criteria: 

a.) Size:  

Neighborhood Parks are generally less than ten acres and serve residents within 

approximately a one-half (½) mile radius. 

Regional Parks are typically twenty (20) acres or larger and serve a broader population. 

b.) Access: 

Neighborhood Parks should abut a public street and have a minimum frontage of fifty 

(50) feet OR include a clearly defined easement acceptable to the Township.   

Regional Parks should provide vehicular access from the public street. 

c.) Shape: 

Parcels should be configured to accommodate a mix of recreational and open space 

activities appropriate to the surrounding neighborhood.  Site may include both natural 

and active recreation areas. 

d.) Surface: 

Soils should be suitable for the intended park use.  Portions of parkland may be located 

within detention basins or floodplains, provided that the majority of the area has 

appropriate topography for recreational purposes.   

 

e.) Service Area:  

SP-1 



Neighborhood Parks should be accessible by walking and may include limited parking, 

as they serve residents within approximately a one-half (½) mile radius. 

Regional Parks in general serve a larger area, often with a three (3) mile or greater radius 

and should include adequate parking and facilities accessible by walking, bicycling, and 

driving.  

 

DEVELOPMENT 

The development of parkland within College Township includes both the improvement of existing 

underdeveloped parks and the planning and construction of new facilities on recently acquired sites.  

Because the cost of park development can be significant, projects are typically implemented through 

a phased approach.  Priorities are established and updated annually within the Parks and Recreation 

Committee’s Five-Year Plan, based on available funding, community needs, and long-term goals for 

the Township’s park system.   

 

MAINTENANCE 

Park maintenance within College Township is a shared effort designed to ensure that all recreation 

areas remain safe, attractive, and functional for public use.  Centre Region Parks and Recreation 

(CRPR) provides general maintenance services, such as grass mowing, equipment painting and repair, 

and field grading and lining at designated regional parks.  The Township Public Works Crew performs 

these same services for neighborhood parks within its jurisdiction. 

In addition, College Township is responsible for major maintenance and repair projects, including site 

preparation for new equipment installation, replacement of outdated equipment, resurfacing of hard 

courts, and repair of parking areas, among other tasks.  This collaborative approach helps maintain 

high-quality park and recreation facilities that serve residents across the community.  

 
Newly resurfaced tennis court in Spring Creek Park 
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IV. OBJECTIVES 

The Parks and Recreation Committee’s primary objective is to encourage and support College 

Township in providing high-quality parks and recreational opportunities for residents and visitors 

alike.  To achieve this goal, the Township will pursue the following objectives: 

 

CONTINUE TO ACQUIRE PARK AND RECREATIONAL LAND 

College Township will continue to acquire parkland and open space as subdivision and land 

development occur within the Township, and when other appropriate parcels become available.  

Strategic acquisition ensures that park and recreation areas grow in step with community 

development and future needs.   

 

DEVELOP NEW PARKS AS ACQUIRED  

The development of newly acquired parkland will follow a three-step process to ensure timely and 

thoughtful planning: 

1.) Identification: As soon as possible after obtaining title, install signage designating the 

property as public parkland. 

2.) Planning: Prepare a detailed site development plan, including phased implementation if 

necessary. 

3.) Implementation: Carry out the approved plan as funding becomes available and in 

accordance with the Township’s capital improvement priorities.  

 

IMPROVE EXISTING PARKS 

College Township is committed to the continual improvement of its existing parks to enhance safety, 

accessibility, and overall community enjoyment.  Improvements may include: 

a.) Repairing and maintaining existing facilities and equipment 

b.) Preparing and updating master plans for individual parks 

c.) Installing new playground, fitness, or recreation equipment as budgets allow 

d.) Preserving and planting native and noninvasive vegetation to support wildlife and 

reduce noise 

e.) Protecting streams, buffer zones, and other environmentally sensitive areas 

 

PROVIDE ACCESS 

The Township will promote safe and convenient access to recreation areas by improving pedestrian 

and bicycle connections between residential neighborhoods, parks, and nearby commercial and 

industrial places.  These efforts support community quality of life within College Township.   

 

 

 

V. RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS 

SP-1 



· The Township manages the nature trail in Mountainside Park.   

· The Mt. Nittany Conservancy is a partner in overseeing the Stoney Batter Natural Area.   

· The Centre Soccer Association is a partner in the development of Fogleman Fields.   

· State College Little League uses some ball fields in township parks.  

· Centre Soccer provides programs at Fogleman Fields and other facilities within College 

Township.     

· Centre Region Parks and Recreation also provides many recreation programs to residents and 

non-residents throughout the year. 

 

VI. HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Over the past year, the Parks and Recreation Committee remained actively engaged in reviewing 

plans, assessing community needs, and supporting the continued growth and improvement of College 

Township’s parks. Key accomplishments and activities included: 

 

· Reviewed an open space plan for a Planned Residential Development and recommended 

College Township Council and Planning Commission consider population density when setting 

ordinance requirements for similar developments in the future. 

· Recommended the incorporation of dedicated parkland received from the Aspen Heights 

development into the existing Slab Cabin Overlook Park to enhance future connectivity and 

recreational value. 

· Reviewed and updated the committee’s five-year plan to ensure that priorities reflect current 

community needs, resources, and opportunities. 

· Conducted an annual park tour meeting, visiting Fieldstone Park and Slab Cabin Overlook.  

· Visited the 100-acre Whitehall Road Regional Park, toured its innovative play area, and 

gathered ideas for future park enhancements.  

· Fogleman Overlook joint service project with US Fish and Wildlife.  

 
 

VII. PLANS AND CHALLENGES 
 

Looking ahead, the Parks and Recreation Committee remains committed to maintaining and 

enhancing College Township’s park system through thoughtful planning, collaboration, and long-

term vision. The following goals and ongoing challenges will guide these efforts: 
 

· Update the Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan annually during the first quarter to reflect 

current priorities, funding availability, and community needs.  

· Monitor the implementation and completion of capital improvement projects and maintenance 

to ensure timely progress and responsible use of resources. 

· Support the acquisition of future parkland and/or easements that enhance recreational 

access, connectivity, and opportunities for residents. 

· Encourage neighborhood and community participation in planning, improvement, and 

renovation of park facilities to foster local pride and stewardship. 

· Plan for future generations by securing sufficient land for the continued development of 

quality parks and recreational spaces. 

· Encourage developers to highlight the value of incorporating parkland and public amenities 

into development plans, demonstrating that such features increase both community benefit 

and property appeal. 

 

 

VIII. APPENDICES 
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PARKS AND RECREATION FIVE YEAR PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS 
 Description Grant/ 

Service 

Project 

2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 

Neighborhood Parks       

Bike Paths Potential Resurfacing     $7,000  

Bike Paths Replace Pine Saplings 

from 2024 (40-1gal. 

$40each) 

 $1,600     

Bike Paths Winter Maintenance       

        

Cairns Crossing Streambank Planting    $1,500   

Cairns Crossing Boardwalk Repairs       

Cairns Crossing Invasive Mitigation   $1,000    

        

Fieldstone Pavilion    $15,000   

        

Fogleman Overlook Parking Reconfiguration       

Fogleman Overlook Pave Parking (pave access 
from Meadowsweet Dr.) 

 $12,000     

Fogleman Overlook Pave Parking Area   $24,000    

        

Glenn Park        

        

GDK Meadow Stormwater Management  $5,000     

GDK Meadow Pollinator Plot (spray 

invasives-if needed) 

 $650 $650 $650 $650 $650 

        

Harris Acres Park Access (pave path)  $10,000     

Harris Acres Bike & Ped Safety 

(Atherton) 

      

        

Limerock Terrace        

        

Mountainside         

        

Mt. Nittany Terrace Future Improvements 

associated w/ Manor Dev 

    $10,000  

Mt. Nittany Terrace Basketball Court (widen to 

50’ with 3pt arc) 

      

        

Oak Grove Extend Path 375’ to 
Elizabeth Road 

  $6,500    

Oak Grove Basketball Court (widen to 

50’ with 3pt arc) 

 $10,000     

        

Panorama Parklet        

        

Penn Hills Baseball Field 

Improvements 

      

Penn Hills Play Equipment   $40,000    

Penn Hills Basketball Court     $17,136   

Penn Hills Pavilion Refurbish     $2,500  

        

Shamrock Relocate Slide from Slab 

Cabin Park 

  $3,000    

Shamrock Extend walking path 
around perimeter 

 $1,000     

SP-1 



 Description Grant/ 
Service 
Project 

2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 

Slab Cabin 

Overlook 

Amenities & Future 

Amenities 

  $5,000    

        

Spring Creek 

Estates 

       

        

Stoney Batter Stormwater Management  $15,000     

        

Thompson Woods 

Parklet 

Future Improvements    $10,000   

Thompson Woods 
Parklet 

Tree Removal       

        

Neighborhood Park Totals $55,250 $80,150 $44,286 $20,150 $650 

        
 Description Grant/ 

Service 
Project 

2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 

Regional Parks 

Dalevue Pavilion Refurbish    $13,045   

Dalevue Plantings (sound 
mitigation) 

S $1,400     

Dalevue Multi-Purpose Play Field 

(grading and 

hydroseeding) 

 $9,300     

        

Fogleman Fields        

        

Millbrook Marsh        

        

Nittany Orchard Gazebo (refurbish & 

landscape) 

 $5,000     

        

Oak Hall        

        

Slab Cabin Upper Pavilion (refurbish)  $10,000     

Slab Cabin Replace Play & Fitness 

Equipment 

 $65,000     

Slab Cabin Master Plan Development  $60,000     

        

Spring Creek Benches (repair/ replace/ 
relocate) 

  $2,000    

Spring Creek Landscaping G   $20,000   

Spring Creek Walking Path to 

Puddintown Rd 

    $13,000  

Spring Creek Pavilion       

        

Thompson Woods 

Preserve 

Trail       

Thompson Woods 

Preserve 

Educational Kiosk       

Thompson Woods 

Preserve 

Reforestation       

Regional Park Totals $150,700 $2,000 $33,045 $13,000 $0 

 

TOTAL $205,950 $82,150 $77,331 $33,150 $650 
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PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 

The following maintenance and projects were completed by the Public Works Crew in 2025: 

Refurbished some wooden park signs; Mowing and weed removal/spraying in all parks as needed 

throughout the summer; Replaced mulch when needed. 

 

Bike Path: Trimmed trees and shrubs encroaching on path; Plowed after snow events; Swept paths 

in spring 

Cairns Crossing: Replaced rotten/broken boards on small boardwalk; Trimmed evergreen tree 

Fieldstone: Installed ADA path to newly established play equipment 

Oak Grove: Removed dead trees 

Penn Hills: Maintenance on the pavilion; Washed and stained picnic tables 

Slab Cabin: Replaced roof of pavilion in upper portion of the park 

Slab Cabin Overlook: Installed bench, trash receptacle, and bike rack 

Spring Creek Estates: Cleared fallen trees and debris from paths 

Spring Creek Park: Installed backstop on newly resurfaced tennis court; Installed a new bench base; 

Refurbished picnic tables throughout the park 

Thompson Woods Preserve: Installed bike ramp on pedestrian bridge (pictured below) 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

To: College Township Council  
 

From: Donald M. Franson, P.E., P.L.S. Township Engineer 
 

Thru: Adam Brumbaugh, Township Manager 
 

Re: PSU Relocate Existing Bike Path Near Innovation Park Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan 
 

Date: Friday, February 20, 2026 
 

 

Penn State Design & Engineering Services, on behalf of the applicant, The Pennsylvania State University, is 

proposing to relocate an existing bike path connection from Innovation Park to land of the University south of 

Interstate 99.  This project will remove the existing seven to eight foot wide path and construct a new twelve 

foot wide Trail Surface Aggregate (TSA) bike path in a new location to avoid the Project Discovery development 

zone.   

 

On Tuesday, February 17, 2026, at their regularly scheduled meeting, the Planning Commission made a motion 

to recommend Council approve the plan.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

I recommend Council move to approve the Pennsylvania State University Relocate Existing Bike Path Near 

Innovation Park Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan dated January 15, 2026, and last revised February 6, 

2026, subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. Within ninety (90) days from the date of approval by Council, all conditions must be satisfied, final 

signatures must be obtained and the plan must be recorded with the Centre County Recorder of 

Deeds Office.  Failure to meet the ninety (90) day recordation time requirement will render the plan 

null and void. 

2. Pay all outstanding review fees. 

3. Address, to the satisfaction of the Township Engineer, any outstanding plan review comments. 

4. Fully comply with College Township Code Section 180-12. 

5. Provide proof of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) approval.  

6. All conditions must be accepted in writing within seven (7) days from the date of the conditional 

approval letter from the Township Engineer. 
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Prepared by: Design & Engineering Services, OPP 

January 2026 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pennsylvania State University is proposing to relocate an existing 

bike path connection from Innovation Park to lands of the University 

south and west of Interstate 99.  This project will remove the existing 7-

8’ wide bike path and construct a new 12’ wide Trail Surface Aggregate 

(TSA) bike path in a new location to avoid the Project Discovery 

development zone.  The construction is intended to start in spring 2026 

and be completed for use by July 2026.   

 

The project is within the Big Hollow watershed and will generate 

approximately 0.5 acres of new impervious surfaces.  The new 

impervious surfaces will be treated by implementing PaDEP Sheet 

Flow Standards per PAG-01.  By implementing these standards, the 

project satisfies the requirements of 25 Pa. Code § 102.8(g) as 

meeting State stormwater regulations for water quality, 2-year net 

change in volume and peak rate standards up to and including the 

100 – year storm event.   

Project Narrative 

ICA Bike Path Replacement 

Project 
Building No. 9999-999 

Project #0010144.00 

College Township, Centre County, Pennsylvania 
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REPORTS.a. 

COLLEGE TOWNSHIP 

MANAGER’S UPDATE 

 

March 5, 2026 

 

Status:  (C) = Complete;  (I) – Incomplete;  (D) = Dropped; 

(R) - Rewritten 

 

 

 

(I) 21-04 Dale Summit Small Area Plan (SAP)/Form Based Code 

  Abridged Comments: 10/19/21, 11/1/21, 11/11/21, 11/29/21, 12/13/21, 1/11/22,  

     1/31/22, 2/11/22, 2/24/22, 3/8/22, 3/29/22, 4/18/22, 5/12/22, 

     5/24/22, 6/2/22, 6/7/22, 6/13/22, 7/14/22, 8/1/22, 8/15/22,  

     8/29/22, 9/9/22,10/3/22, 10/28/22, 11/14/22, 11/28/22 12/6/22, 

     12/28/22, 1/11/23, 1/26/23, 2/6/23, 4/3/23,4/17/23, 4/20/23, 

     5/12/23, 5/18/23, 6/01/23, 6/12/23, 6/26/23, 7/11/23, 7/28/23, 

     09/1/23, 9/11/23, 9/12-13/23, 10/16/23, 10/23/22, 12/4/23, 

12/19/23, 1/29/24, 1/29/24, 2/6/24, 4/1/24, 4/12/24, 4/23/24,  

6/3/24, 6/17/24, 7/17/24, 8/7/24, 8/29/24, 10/14/24, 1/17/25, 

3/13/25, 4/14/25, 4/28/25, 5/30/25, 6/13/25, 7/14/25, 7/30/25, 

8/29/25, 9/26/25, 10/7/25, 10/31/25, 11/18/25, 12/01/25, 

12/15/25, 1/9/26, 1/28/26, 2/3/26  

           Comments:  3/2/26 PC to discuss FBC Use Tables on 3/3, with particular focus 

on residential densities in the Mixed Neighborhood district.   

                                 

  
(I) 19-08 Solar Power Purchasing Agreement  

  Abridged Comments: 8/28/19, 9/29/19, 10/10/19, 12/13/19, 1/8/20, 1/10/20, 1/23/20, 

2/28/20, 3/5/20, 5/7/20, 5/22/20, 2/11/22, 8/13/22, 8/29/21, 

9/2/21, 11/19/21, 5/2/22, 5/5/22, 6/30/22, 8/18/22, 10/3/22, 

10/20/22, 11/14/22, 11/28/22, 12/12/22, 01/17/23, 2/7/23, 

2/23/23, 3/1/23, 3/2/23, 4/17/23, 5/12/23, 7/22/23, 8/23/23, 

9/13/23, 9/13/23, 9/26/23, 9/27/23, 10/24/23, 12/4/23, 12/13/23, 

1/22/24, 2/6/24, 3/4/24, 3/5/24, 4/1/24, 4/12/24, 6/3/24, 6/17/24, 

7/29/24, 8/7/24, 8/29/24, 9/16/24, 9/25/24, 10/3/24, 10/9/24, 

11/1/24, 11/13/24, 12/2/24, 12/23/24, 1/6/25, 1/27/25, 4/28/25, 

5/6/25, 6/16/25, 6/25/25, 7/30/25, 8/6/25, 9/26/25, 10/10/25, 

10/31/25, 12/1/25, 12/3/25, 1/20/26, 2/16/26. 

           Comments:   3/3/26 At 2/27 meeting, Work Group recommended that member 

entities no longer pursue PPA. Council to review a Mutual 

Termination Agreement on 3/19/26.  

 

 

(I)  21-05 Path to Campus (East College Avenue Shared Use Path) 

  Abridged Comments: 9/3/21, 9/13/21, 10/1/21, 11/1/21, 11/5/21, 4/22/22, 5/12/22, 

6/9/22, 6/13/22, 7/8/22, 7/25/22, 8/18/22, 8/29/22, 9/1/22, 

10/28/22, 10/31/22,11/12/22,11/28/22, 12/12/23, 01/12/23, 

4/03/23, 4/17/23, 4/28/23, 5/12/23, 5/17/23, 7/14/23, 7/25/23, 

12/4/23, 12/4/23, 3/26/24, 5/8/24, 6/3/24, 7/18/24, 8/7/24, 
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8/29/24, 9/16/24, 10/14/24, 11/4/24, 11/7/24, 1/7/25, 5/7/25, 

5/30/25, 6/23/25, 7/30/25, 8/8/25, 9/26/25, 10/3/25, 10/31/25, 

11/7/25, 12/01/25, 12/9/25, 12/19/25 

           Comments:  3/2/25 Rue Environmental, Archaeological Consultant, is expected 

to begin test pits on 3/4. 
 

 

(I) 25-01 Municipal Facility Renovations 

  Abridged Comments:  6/13/25, 6/25/25, 7/14/25, 8/01/25, 8/18/25, 9/26/25, 10/9/25, 

10/31/25, 11/13/25, 12/1/25, 1/5/16, 1/15/26, 1/26/26.  

             Comments: 3/2/26 Kimmel Architecture & subconsultants conducted site 

tour/assessment on 2/25.  

 

 

(I) 25-02 Shiloh Road Corridor Partnership 

            Abridged Comments:  2/16/26.  

                       Comments: 2/27/26:    PennDOT MTF grant submitted on 2/26 for Shiloh Road   

                                                             Improvements. 

            Comments: 3/2/26:  Partners met on 2/28 to discuss agreement language,  

 project phasing.   

   

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

              COUNCIL CONSENT AGENDA 

March 5, 2026 
 

 

 

CA-1 Minutes, Approval of  

a. February 19, 2026 – College Township Council Public Hearing Minutes  

b. February 19, 2026 – College Township Council Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

 

CA-2 Correspondence, Receipt/Approval of 

a. Letter from Penn Terra dated February 18, 2026, regarding time extension for the Crew 814 

Phase I Final LDP to June 16, 2026 

b. Emails from John Ferguson regarding Single Use Plastics 

c. Letter from First Night State College dated February 23, 2026, regarding donation 

 

 

   CA-3  Action Item, Approval 

a. Resolution R-26-10 – Disposition of Devices  

b. Waiver request for Classic Cones  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photo by Frank Scott, IV 



COLLEGE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 

PUBLIC HEARING MEETING MINUTES 

A. ORDINANCE O-26-01 

B. ORDINANCE O-26-02 

Thursday, February 19, 2026  

1481 E. College Avenue, State College PA 16801 

      Hybrid Meeting (In-Person or via Zoom) 
 
ATTENDED BY -  

COUNCIL:    Susan Trainor, Chair  

    Tracey Mariner, Vice Chair 

    D. Richard Francke 

    Eric Bernier 

 

STAFF:   Adam T. Brumbaugh, Township Manager/Secretary  

    Mike Bloom, Assistant Township Manager 

    Don Franson, P.E., P.L.S., Township Engineer  

    Amy Kerner, P.E., Public Works Director 

    Keri Kenepp, Director of Community & Economic Development 

    Mark Gabrovsek, Zoning Officer 

    Katy VanAmburg, Assistant Township Secretary 

 

ABSENT:   Gretchen Brandt, Council  

    Lindsay Schoch, AICP, Principal Planner 

     

CALL TO ORDER:  Ms. Susan Trainor, Council Chair, called to order the February 19, 2026, Public 

Hearing of the College Township (CT) Council at 7:02 PM and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENT:  Chair Trainor announced that Council met in Executive Session prior to the 

Public Hearing to discuss a personnel matter. 

 

BUSINESS:  A.  Ordinance O-26-01 – Zoning, Zoning Map  

 

   B. Ordinance O-26-02 – Conditional Uses, Subdivision and Land   

    Development, Zoning 

 

PUBLIC OPEN DISCUSSION:  No Public Open Discussion brought forward.  

 

Ms. Trainor acknowledged public comments received via email from Mr. Jaeson Koszarsky, Patton 

Township resident, and Ms. Dorothy Blair and Mr. Daniel Alters, Harris Township residents.  

 

Hearing no further public discussion, Chair Trainor called for a motion to adjourn the Public Hearing.  

 

    Mr. Bernier motioned to adjourn the February 19, 2026  

    Public Hearing on Ordinance O-26-01 and Ordinance O-26-02.  

    Mr. Francke seconded the motion. 

     

Chair Trainor adjourned the February 19, 2026 Public Hearing at 7:03 PM.  
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

**Draft**  
 

Adam T. Brumbaugh  

Township Manager/Secretary 
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COLLEGE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, February 19, 2026  

1481 E. College Avenue, State College PA 16801 

   Hybrid Meeting (In-Person or via Zoom) 
 

ATTENDED BY –  

COUNCIL:    Susan Trainor, Chair  

    Tracey Mariner, Vice Chair 

    D. Richard Francke 

    Eric Bernier 

 

STAFF:   Adam T. Brumbaugh, Township Manager/Secretary  

    Mike Bloom, Assistant Township Manager 

    Don Franson, P.E., P.L.S., Township Engineer  

    Amy Kerner, P.E., Public Works Director 

    Keri Kenepp, Director of Community & Economic Development 

    Mark Gabrovsek, Zoning Officer 

    Katy VanAmburg, Assistant Township Secretary 

 

ABSENT:   Gretchen Brandt, Council  

    Lindsay Schoch, AICP, Principal Planner 

     

CALL TO ORDER:  Ms. Susan Trainor, Council Chair, called to order the February 19, 2026, Regular 

meeting of the College Township (CT) Council at 7:04 PM and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

PUBLIC OPEN DISCUSSION:  No Public Open Discussion brought forward.  

 

NEW AGENDA ITEMS:  No New Agenda Items were added to the agenda.  

 

SPECIAL  

PRESENTATION:  SP-1  None 

 

PLANS:   P-1  None 

 

Ms. Trainor moved CA-3.a, Proclamation P-26-02, to this point on the agenda.  

 

CA-3.a., Proclamation P-26-02:  Ms. Trainor read into the record Proclamation P-26-02, recognizing 

Lunar New Year.   

 

Ms. Sharon Fong, State College Borough resident, and Ms. Nalini Krishnankutty, State College Borough 

Councilwoman, were present to receive the Proclamation and offered remarks in commemoration of 

Lunar New Year. 

 

    Mr. Francke made a motion to accept CA-3.a.,  

    Proclamation P-26-02, recognizing Lunar New Year. 

    Mr. Bernier seconded the motion. 

    Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Council offered appreciation to both Ms. Fong and Ms. Krishnankutty for their remarks.  

 

REPORTS:   
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a. Manager’s Update 

 

Mr. Brumbaugh offered the Manager’s Update report as presented. No additions were made to the report. 

He noted the Chamber (CBICC) have pledged $10k towards the Sylvan View Estates initiative. To date, 

$235k of $300k has been pledged. Mr. Mike Bloom, Assistant Township Manager, offered Kimmel 

Architecture will be present on February 25, 2026, to assess structural and mechanical needs for the 

Municipal building renovation.  

 

          b. COG Regional, County, and Liaison Reports     

 

COG Parks Capital Committee:  Mr. Bernier reported the COG Parks Capital Committee met jointly 

with Centre Region Parks and Recreation Authority (CRPRA) on February 19, 2026. The Committee held 

their Reorganization meeting and finalized a meeting schedule. The Committee also saw a demonstration 

for an autonomous commercial mower and discussed the Puddintown Road sewer interceptor project.  

 

COG Public Safety Committee:  Ms. Trainor reported the COG Public Safety Committee met on 

February 10, 2026. The Committee heard a report from Mr. Brian Bittner, Director of Emergency 

Management at Penn State University (PSU), on the Winter Sports Weekend at PSU. The COG 

Municipalities are asked to provide feedback to the Committee. Discussions occurred about traffic 

control, parking challenges, and the number of events held within the weekend. Council directed Staff to 

prepare a formal draft of comments to be discussed at the March 5, 2026 meeting.   

 

COG Finance Committee:  Mr. Francke reported the COG Finance Committee met on February 12, 

2026. The Committee discussed the Welch Pool replastering project, recommended a budget amendment 

for the purchase of a snowplow, and compiled the Fund Balance Policy.   

 

COG Executive Committee:  Ms. Trainor reported the COG Executive Committee met on February 17, 

2026. The Committee considered a Resolution for reforms to Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

(ICE). She noted the Centre Regional Planning Agency (CRPA) will hold a Strategic Planning session 

prior to the General Forum meeting on February 23, 2026, and an Active Violence training will take place 

afterwards.   

 

          c.  Staff/P.C./Other Committee Reports  

 

CT Planning Commission (PC):  Mr. Matthew Fenton, PC Liaison, reported that PC met on February 

17, 2026. PC continued working on Form Based Code (FBC), focusing specifically on the element of 

Uses. PC also considered a conditional use request from Legacy Boxing & Combat Academy and made a 

recommendation to Council for approval.  

 

          d. Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Belonging Reports  

    (Public invited to report) 

 

Mr. Bloom offered nothing additional to his DEIB report of February 5, 2026.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

CA-1 Minutes, Approval of  

a. January 28, 2026 – College Township Council/PC Joint Meeting Minutes 

b. February 5, 2026 – College Township Council Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

CA-2 Correspondence, Receipt/Approval of 

CA-1.b. 
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a. Letter from HRG dated February 6, 2026, regarding time extension for the Greystar Student 

Housing LDP to June 2, 2026 

b. Email from the LVA dated February 6, 2026, regarding safety concerns for pedestrians 

around the Granary 

 

   CA-3  Action Item, Approval 

a. Proclamation P-26-02 – Recognizing Lunar New Year  

b. Letter from A Soldier’s Hands received February 13, 2026, requesting sponsorship 

c. Letter of Support - BUILD Funding for South Atherton Street improvements   

  

    Ms. Mariner made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda  

    minus CA-3.b. 

    Mr. Bernier seconded the motion. 

    Motion carried unanimously.  

 

CA-3.b.:  Mr. Brumbaugh addressed the letter from A Soldier’s Hands regarding sponsorship. He noted 

last year’s contribution was $500. Council agreed to a $500 sponsorship in 2026.  

 

    Ms. Mariner made a motion to approve CA-3.b.  

    as part of the Consent Agenda and authorize Mr. Brumbaugh  

    to donate $500.00 to A Soldier’s Hands.     

    Mr. Bernier seconded the motion. 

    Motion carried unanimously. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  OB-1.A. Ordinance O-26-01 – Zoning Map  

 

Ms. Keri Kenepp, Director of Community & Economic Development, offered a memorandum dated 

February 15, 2026, outlining key components associated with the proposed PAM Health inpatient 

Rehabilitation Hospital.  

 

She noted the PAM Health proposal includes:  

 

• Development of Regional Impact (DRI) – an expansion of the Regional Growth Boundary and 

Sewer Service Area (RGB/SSA) is required to accommodate the facility 

• Rezoning request – rezone a 5.8 acre parcel, adjacent to Innovation Park, from University 

Planned District 14 (UPD 14) to Planned Research and Business Park District (PRBD) to 

accommodate the hospital use  

• Subdivision Plan – addresses the division of land and establishes the framework for future land 

development   

• Developer’s Agreement – prepared as a condition of approval that states commitments 

associated with the proposal and ensures implementation of any conditions imposed by Council 

 

Ms. Kenepp noted that consideration of the DRI and Rezoning request are not the final steps in the 

approval process. Any remaining site-specific matters, including traffic mitigation, utilities, stormwater 

management, and building design, will be addressed during the land development review process in 

accordance with Township regulations.  

 

Mr. Brandon McFarren of Catalyst Health Care Real Estate, was present to answer questions related to 

the PAM Health plan.  

 

Mr. Brumbaugh clarified the rezoning would have been addressed sooner if the property was within the 

RGB/SSA.  
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    Mr. Francke made a motion to approve the rezoning request to  

    rezone 5.8 acres of Tax Parcel 19-003-100 from University Planned  

    District 14 (UPD 14) to Planned Research and Business Park District  

    (PRBD) subject to the following conditions: 

    1)  Record the P.A.M. State College Preliminary/Final  

    Subdivision Plan  

    2)  Provide a fully executed Developer’s Agreement 

    Mr. Bernier seconded the motion. 

    Motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

    Ms. Mariner made a motion to approve the request to expand the  

    Regional Growth Boundary (RGB) and Sewer Service Area (SSA) to  

    encompass an additional 5.8 acres of Tax Parcel 19-003-100 subject  

    to the following conditions: 

    1)  Record the P.A.M. State College Preliminary/Final  

    Subdivision Plan  

    2)  Provide a fully executed Developer’s Agreement  

    Mr. Bernier seconded the motion. 

    Motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

    Mr. Francke made a motion to approve Ordinance O-26-01 to  

    amend the College Township Zoning Map to change 5.8 acres of  

    University Planned District 14 (UPD 14) to Planned Research and  

    Business Park District (PRBD). 

    Ms. Mariner seconded the motion. 

    Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Council offered appreciation to Staff for their efforts related to the DRI and rezoning process.  

 

    OB-1.B. Ordinance O-26-02 – Conditional Uses, Subdivision   

      and Land Development, Zoning 

 

Ms. Kenepp offered a memorandum dated February 12, 2026, outlining proposed amendments to three 

(3) chapters of the Township Code in an effort to modernize Ordinances and stay current with emerging 

trends at the State level. The proposed Ordinance changes are as follows: 

 

• Chapter 87, Conditional Uses:  Add “Data Centers” as a Conditional Use with related 

regulations pertaining to standards and requirements in the Rural Residential Zoning District  

• Chapter 180, Subdivision and Land Development:  Include a threshold for the requirement to 

submit a Traffic Impact Study as it applies to development proposals  

• Chapter 200, Zoning:  Update Definitions to include Data Centers, Data Centers (Accessory 

Use), and Utility Facility; amend Temporary Uses to adjust permit length for Mobile Food 

Vendors – Resolution R-26-09 with updated fees applies; include an option for a reduction in 

parking requirements when partnering with local transit authorities  

 

Ms. Trainor acknowledged public comments received via email from Mr. Jaeson Koszarsky, Patton 

Township resident, and Ms. Dorothy Blair and Mr. Daniel Alters, Harris Township residents, with 

comments related to Data Centers.   
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Mr. Bloom offered clarification on adding Data Centers as a Conditional Use. He noted this is a 

preemptive measure to proposed legislation State Senate Bill 939 and currently, they are permitted as a 

use by right. The proposed Conditional Use will grant the Township more review time to apply conditions 

to a proposed development. Additionally, he noted there is no indication of a proposed Data Center within 

CT, and there is no solicitation for one.  

 

    Mr. Bernier made a motion to approve Ordinance O-26-02 to 

    amend Chapter 87 Conditional Uses to include Data Centers;  

    Chapter 180 Subdivision and Land Development to include a  

    threshold for traffic impact study requirements; and Chapter 200 

    Zoning to include definitions, an incentive to reduce parking, and  

    increase the timeframe for mobile food vendors.  

    Ms. Mariner seconded the motion.  

    Motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

    Ms. Mariner made a motion to approve Resolution R-26-09 to  

    update fees in A203-7 Soliciting and Temporary Businesses in  

    relation to the Ordinance changes to Zoning Chapter 200-41  

    Temporary Uses, (A) Temporary Uses Permitted, (10) Mobile  

    Food Vendors. 

    Mr. Bernier seconded the motion. 

    Motion carried unanimously.    

 

NEW BUSINESS:  NB-1  Proposal for Identifying State-Wide Municipal  

      Funding 

  

Mr. Brumbaugh offered a memorandum dated February 16, 2026, outlining a regional effort to expand 

local government revenues to help in alleviating ongoing budget shortfalls.  

 

He noted State College Borough has been working with a consulting firm, Allegheny Strategy Partners 

(ASP), to research and identify potential revenue sources in the Centre Region. This research would serve 

as the basis for engaging members of the PA Legislature for required legislative changes. The proposal is 

specific to the Centre Region municipalities and focuses on financial impacts of a multi-event destination, 

with particular regard to public safety impacts.    

 

Mr. Brumbaugh stated there are four (4) municipalities that are considering participating and they would 

split the associated cost for ASP’s research: State College Borough, Patton, Ferguson, and College 

Townships. The cost has been calculated in a pro-rated formula based on the number of liquor licenses in 

each respective municipality. He noted Phase I of the proposed scope of work would start in April 2026 

and should be completed in six (6) months. The anticipated cost to CT is approximately $500-$600 a 

month for the Phase I work. Phase II would consist of lobbying the PA Legislature at a likely increased 

monthly cost.  

 

    Mr. Bernier made a motion directing the Township Manager to  

    participate in the Local Government Revenue Innovation and  

    Sustainability Plan through Phase I.  

    Ms. Mariner seconded the motion. 

    Motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

CA-1.b. 



College Township Council Regular Meeting Minutes 
February 19, 2026 
Page 6 of 6 

 

    NB-2  Fly State College Fund Contribution 

 

Mr. Brumbaugh offered an email from Mr. Gregory Scott, President of the Chamber of Business & 

Industry of Centre County (CBICC), requesting financial support of the Fly State College Fund. This 

effort is aimed at expanding air service options at the State College Regional Airport (SCRA) and is a 

critical economic development priority in the Centre Region.  

 

He noted Legacy Airlines is currently in discussions with the SCRA about adding flight service to 

Charlotte, NC. The fund now includes twenty-five (25) contributors with pledges totaling more than 

$140k. Financial and community support along with passenger data is considered when airlines make 

decisions about service.  

 

Council is asked to consider a $10k contribution to the fund.  

 

Discussions occurred about rail transit and connections to Amtrak. Mr. Bernier noted the Centre County 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO) received a planning grant to study this topic. Ms. Trainor 

requested Staff update the CT website to provide a link to the CCMPO transportation survey.   

 

    Ms. Mariner made a motion to authorize the Township Manager  

    to execute an agreement and contribute $10k to the Fly State  

    College Fund.  

    Mr. Francke seconded the motion. 

    Motion carried unanimously.  

 

STAFF  

INFORMATIVES:  SI-1  February 2026 EZP Update 

    SI-2  January 2026 OEO Report  

    SI-3  Traffic Signal Reports  

    SI-4  CBICC Legislative Breakfast   

 

Ms. Trainor noted the PA Municipal League (PML) district meeting will be held on March 11, 2026 in 

Johnstown, PA from 11:30 AM until 1:30 PM.  

 

COUNCIL/STAFF OTHER MATTERS:  No Other Matters were brought forward.  

 

ADJOURNMENT:   

 

Chair Trainor called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

 

Ms. Mariner moved to adjourn the February 19, 2026  

Regular College Township Council meeting.  

Mr. Bernier seconded the motion. 

 

The February 19, 2026 Regular College Township Council meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

**Draft**  
 

Adam T. Brumbaugh 

Township Secretary/Manager 

 

CA-1.b. 



CA-2.a. 



CA-2.b. 



CA-2.b. 



CA-2.b. 



CA-2.c. 



COLLEGE TOWNSHIP 

CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

RESOLUTION NO. R-26-10 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COLLEGE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE 

DECOMMISSIONING AND DISPOSITION OF OBSOLETE TABLET DEVICES 

WHEREAS, College Township previously issued tablet devices (iPads) to members of 

Township Council and Staff for official municipal use; and 

WHEREAS, these devices have reached the end of their useful life, are no longer supported by 

the manufacturer with current operating system and security updates, and no longer meet the 

operational and cybersecurity standards of College Township; and 

WHEREAS, due to their age and condition, the devices have minimal to no resale or trade-in 

value; and 

WHEREAS, College Township desires to remove these devices from service in a manner that 

ensures all Township data is securely erased and that the equipment is disposed of in an efficient 

and practical manner; and 

WHEREAS, permitting the reassignment of such decommissioned devices for salvage purposes, 

after proper data removal, represents a cost-effective and administratively efficient method of 

disposition. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of College Township, Centre 

County, Pennsylvania, as follows: 

1. Declaration of Obsolescence. 

The existing Council-issued iPads are hereby declared obsolete, surplus to municipal 

needs, and authorized to be removed from active service. 

 

2. Data Removal and Security. 

Prior to disposition, Township staff or its designated information technology provider 

shall: 

o Perform a complete factory reset of each device; 

o Remove all Township accounts, mobile device management profiles, and security 

configurations; and 

o Verify that all municipal data has been permanently erased in accordance with 

Township records management and cybersecurity practices. 

 

3. Update of Asset Records. 

The devices shall be removed from the Township’s fixed asset inventory and accounting 

records in accordance with standard administrative procedures. 
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4. Disposition of Equipment. 

Following proper data removal, the devices may be released to the individual Council or 

staff members who were assigned the devices, if they wish to retain them, or otherwise 

recycled or disposed of in accordance with applicable electronic waste guidelines. 

 

5. Transfer “As-Is.” 

Any devices retained by Council members shall be conveyed in their existing condition, 

“as-is,” with no warranty, technical support, or continuing responsibility by College 

Township. 

 

6. Authorization to Implement. 

The Township Manager, or designee, is authorized to take all actions necessary to 

implement this Resolution and to document the final disposition of the devices. 

DULY ADOPTED this 5th day of March, 2026, by the Council of College Township, Centre 

County, Pennsylvania. 

 

____________________________________
Susan Trainor, Council Chair 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________________ 
Adam T. Brumbaugh, Township Manager/Secretary 
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Request Letter 

February 25, 2026 

To: College Township Council 

From: Eric & Karen Stoner, Owners Classic Cones Ice Cream Truck 

Subj: Request for Waiver §200-41 TEMPORARY USES (10) Mobile food vendors (d) [2] which 
prohibits audio amplification and §200-41 TEMPORARY USES (10) Mobile food vendors (h) 
Use of public rights-of-way 2026 

Dear College Township Council, 

We hope this message finds you well. We are writing to respectfully request a waiver for our 
mobile ice cream truck to play music during the hours of operation throughout the 2026 calendar 
year, as permitted under the current Zoning regulations. 

As a mobile ice cream vendor, we play music from the truck to alert local residents that we are in 
the area, creating a nostalgic and community-friendly experience. The music is an important part 
of our service, helping customers easily locate us and creating a positive atmosphere for those in 
our vicinity. 

We acknowledge the Township’s regulations regarding sound and music, and we are requesting 
this waiver in good faith to allow us to continue operating with the music during our business 
hours. We are committed to ensuring that the music volume remains at a respectful level, 
minimizing any potential disruptions to the surrounding neighborhood. 

We appreciate your consideration of our request and look forward to a favorable response. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Stoner  

Classic Cones
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MEMORANDUM 

To:  College Township Council  

From:  Lindsay K. Schoch, AICP | Principal Planner 

Thru:  Keri Kenepp, Community & Economic Development Director  

RE:  Sign Ordinance Update: Stadiums, Arenas, and Event Centers  

Date:  March 2, 2026 

Purpose and Background 

Since fall 2025, College Township Council, the Planning Commission, and staff have been engaged 
in discussions regarding potential updates to the Township’s sign ordinance, with particular 
attention to illuminated and digital signage. These discussions have focused on the unique 
operational characteristics of large venues such as Stadiums, Arenas, and Event Centers, and the 
need to balance operations with community impacts related to light. 

During the most recent Council discussion, Council directed staff to consult with a lighting 
expert, gather additional technical and policy guidance, and return with findings and potential 
regulatory approaches for Council’s consideration. 

Expert Consultation and Materials Reviewed 

In response to Council’s direction, staff consulted with Jonathan Walker, P.E., LC, a College 
Township resident and Lighting/Electrical Engineer at Penn State University. Mr. Walker 
provided feedback based on his professional expertise and personal experience with outdoor 
lighting. His input is offered independently and does not represent an official position of Penn 
State University. 

Attached for Council’s review are the following materials provided by Mr. Walker: 

• Suggestions for updates to College Township’s sign ordinance, with a focus on 
illuminated and digital signage at Stadiums, Arenas, and Event Centers 

• DarkSky International – Outdoor Lighting: Illuminated Signage Supplement (October 11, 2024) 

• DarkSky International – Outdoor Lighting Municipal Ordinance Template and User Guide (October 
11, 2024) 

• How does Light Impact Human Health and the Environment and What are the Current 
Recommendations for Responsible Outdoor Lighting?  
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These materials are intended to inform potential ordinance refinements and provide nationally 
recognized best practices related to outdoor lighting. 

Key Ordinance Concepts Identified 

1. Definition of “Event” 
Mr. Walker recommends clearly defining what constitutes an “Event” for purposes of 
illuminated signage. This difference is important given the range of activities that may occur at 
large venues, including: 

• Major athletic or performance events, including limited preparation activities 

• Facility tours or showcases for small groups 

• Routine business operations occurring within portions of a large facility (e.g., gift shops, 
museums, restaurants, conference rooms, or hospitality venues) 

2. Differentiation Between Event and Non-Event Operations 
Large venues often function as multi-use facilities. Distinguishing between illumination 
associated with a major event and illumination during normal business operations would allow 
signage regulations to better reflect real-world use while maintaining appropriate limits. 

3. Lighting Standards and Measurement 
Mr. Walker recommends referencing the DarkSky International Illuminated Signage Supplement for 
terminology, performance metrics, and measurement standards related to illuminated signage. 

Regulatory Approaches for Council Consideration 

Based on the above concepts, Mr. Walker outlined two potential regulatory approaches: 

Approach Overview Implications 

Approach 
A 

Retains the Planning Commission and staff’s original 
proposal, while adding clearer definitions for “Event” 
and “Nighttime Hours” and refining permitted 
illumination hours. Pre- and post-event preparation 
would not be included as part of the event itself. 

- Incorporates Mr. 
Walker’s input into 
the current draft 
ordinance 

Remains consistent with the original task and scope | Applies specifically to Stadiums, Arenas, 
and Event Centers  

Approach Overview Implications 

Approach 
B 

Narrows permitted illumination windows (e.g., 
limiting illumination to defined hours before and 
after events) and more fully incorporates the 
DarkSky Illuminated Signage Supplement 

Updates lighting 
regulations for all 
permanent signs 
Township-wide 
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Expands beyond Stadiums, Arenas, and Event Centers | Addresses the zoning change request 
and broader lighting policy objectives | 

Lighting, Public Health, and Environmental Considerations 

The DarkSky International and the information regarding Light Impact and Human Health and 
the Environment materials provided by Mr. Walker directly respond to concerns previously 
raised by Council and residents regarding nighttime lighting impacts. In particular, the Five 
Principles for Responsible Outdoor Lighting provide a framework that connects lighting regulation to 
public health and environmental outcomes, the Principles are noted below and expanded upon 
in the attachments: 

1. Use light only when it is needed – reducing unnecessary nighttime exposure 

2. Direct light only where it is needed – minimizing glare and light trespass into homes 

3. Use the lowest light level necessary – reducing disruption to sleep cycles and visual 
comfort 

4. Control lighting duration – limiting prolonged exposure during late-night hours 

5. Use warmer color temperatures when possible – reducing blue-rich light that can 
interfere with circadian rhythms 

Mr. Walker has also expressed interest in assisting with a future review of the Township’s 
broader outdoor lighting standards to assess consistency with DarkSky International policies 
and best practices. 

Next Steps 

Council is asked to review the attached materials and discuss preferred directions regarding 
potential ordinance updates. Based on Council’s guidance, staff will proceed with drafting 
revisions consistent with the selected approach and return with updated ordinance language for 
further review. 
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Suggestions for College Township’s Ordinance on Signs, 
especially related to illuminated/digital signs at Stadiums, 
arenas, and event centers 
2/5/2026 | Jon Walker 

The following suggestions are based on my personal/professional experience with outdoor lighting 
and an eye for clarity – but my suggestions don’t necessarily represent Penn State’s official position, 
for example. 

Reference documents: 
The Illuminating Engineering Society and DarkSky jointly developed the 
Five Principles for Responsible Outdoor Lighting. DarkSky further 
developed:  

1. “Outdoor Lighting – Municipal Ordinance Template”  
2. “Outdoor Lighting – Illuminated Signage Supplement” 

A few comments on these documents: 
1. “Outdoor Lighting – Municipal Ordinance Template” – As we discussed, I am interested in 

helping College Township in the future on revising the existing lighting ordinance. This 
template is a good starting point, but, if considered, should be tweaked for College Township 
context. This is a separate topic, but I’ve attached it for reference. 
 

2. “Outdoor Lighting – Illuminated Signage Supplement” 

This template could perhaps be useful for College Township in general, but it doesn’t address two 
things I think are important: 

a. Stadiums, arenas, and event centers 
b. What counts as an “event” 

Suggestions to consider: 
1. Suggestion #1: Consider defining “event”. The College Township draft wording says “[3] 

illuminated/digital signs may only be illuminated 12 hours prior to the start and 12 hours 
following conclusion of an event at the venue.” I think stadium, arena, and event center 
owners may define “event” differently than what College Township has in mind. For 
example, it’s conceivable an owner may consider an “event” to mean: 
• A series of preparation events in the days ahead of a major athletic or performance event 
• A showcasing of the facility itself to a small group 
• Normal business events in a small part of a large facility. For example, if a large stadium, 

arena, or event center has the following kinds of spaces: 
o Gift shop, museum, restaurant, small conference rooms, hospitality venue 

 

2. Suggestion #2: Consider that large stadiums, arenas and event centers are complicated 
facilities. They have “large events” where thousands or tens of thousands of people attend. 
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But they may have smaller venues built in (like gift shop, museum, restaurant, etc.) or even 
just administrative/office occupancy uses that have normal business hours even when there is 
not a “large event” happening. Is there a way to differentiate these uses as it relates to 
illuminated signage? For example, could small signs related to the gift shop, museum, 
restaurant, etc. entry area be illuminated during normal business hours (but no later than, say, 
10pm on normal business days)?  

 

3. Suggestion #3: Consider leaning on the “Outdoor Lighting – Illuminated Signage 
Supplement” wording and metrics. 

I like how this supplement is concise (2 pages) and easily verifiable (measuring the light levels 
caused by the illuminated sign). Approach B, below, is based on this supplement.  

Approaches to consider: 
All this considered, I’ve developed a two Approaches for consideration. Black italicized text = 
original proposed wording. Red text and strikethrough = modifications. Blue text = 
rationale/comments. [brackets] = options to choose from, and possible added wording. Green text = 
modifications directly quoted from the DarkSky template. 

Approach A:  
Keep most of College Township’s proposed wording but adjust to align with DarkSky’s definition of 
nighttime hours, and consider Suggestion #1. 

[1] allowable signage may be increased by 10% for each 5,000-person occupancy not to exceed 
150% of base sign allowance.  

[2] illuminated/digital signs are limited to no more than base allowance. 

[3] illuminated/digital signs may only be illuminated 12 hours prior to the start and 12 hours 
following conclusion of an event at the venue on the event day no earlier than sunrise and no later 
than 10 PM or one hour after the event ends.  

[Pre-event setup and Post-event festivities and cleanup are not considered part of the event.]  

[Event, for the purposes of this section, is defined as the main performance or athletic competition] 
[where the facility is occupied to a minimum of [5%] of the maximum allowable occupancy of the 
facility.] 

[Where the stadium, arena, or event center contains a smaller occupancy group (e.g. shop, museum, 
restaurant, office) with normal business hours, the associated illuminated/digital signage larger than 
20 square feet may only be illuminated while the associated business or activity is taking place, and 
must otherwise extinguish during Nighttime Hours. Nighttime Hours, for the purpose of this section, is 
defined as the time between [10 PM] and sunrise, or 7 AM (whichever comes earlier). For businesses 
and events with operating hours later than [10 PM],nighttime hours will begin one hour after closing.] 

[end]  
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Approach B:  
Remove [3] from 170.11.C(1)(d) and rework 170-12 to lean heavily on DarkSky’s “Outdoor Lighting – 
Illuminated Signage Supplement”. Keep some of the original College Township 170-12 wording that 
doesn’t conflict with the DarkSky approach, and include some of the stadium/arena/event center 
content.  

170.11.C(1)(d) 

[1] allowable signage may be increased by 10% for each 5,000-person occupancy not to exceed 
150% of base sign allowance.  

[2] illuminated/digital signs are limited to no more than base allowance. 

[3] illuminated/digital signs may only be illuminated 12 hours prior to the start and 12 hours 
following conclusion of an event at the venue 

 

170-12 Electronic or digital signs 

All permanent signs contained within Article III shall be permitted to contain an electronic or 
digital sign face with the following additional regulations: 

 

A. Nighttime Hours, for the purpose of this section, is defined as the time between [10 PM] and 
sunrise, or 7 AM (whichever comes earlier). For businesses and events with operating hours 
later than [10 PM],nighttime hours will begin one hour after closing.  

B. Illuminated Signage. The following requirements are supplementary to the municipal sign code 
requirements and the General Outdoor Lighting Requirements (Section 2.1 and its subsections) 
to further regulate outdoor illuminated signage. 
(1) On-premise signage larger than 20 square feet may only be illuminated while the 

associated business or activity is taking place, and must otherwise extinguish during 
Nighttime Hours. 

(2) Illumination for off-premise signage (e.g., advertising billboard) is prohibited. [Illuminated 
off-premise signage (e.g., advertising billboard) is prohibited from having line-of-sight to 
Residential Use zone districts and school campuses. Unless otherwise specified in this 
ordinance, illuminated off-premise signage is prohibited from operating during Nighttime 
Hours.]  

(3) The maximum luminous or illuminated surface area of an individual sign must not exceed 
27.9 square meters (300 square feet). 

(4) Static signage may be illuminated externally, internally, or backlit, provided the light source 
itself is not directly visible from the public right-of-way or adjacent property. 

(5) External illumination of static signage shall be mounted above the sign and directed 
downward. 

(6) The highest light level of any illuminated sign (as measured with an all-white display for 
electronic signs) shall not exceed 3 lux (0.28 footcandles) more than the ambient lighting 
conditions (defined here as not including non-essential, decorative, or other sign sources 
of light) as measured within 15 degrees of perpendicular (both horizontal and vertical) 
from the distances in Table 2.5.  Illuminated signs that cannot be measured using an 
illuminance meter shall not exceed a luminance of 100 nits (100 candelas per square 
meter, cd/m2). 
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TABLE 2.5:  ILLUMINATED SIGN MEASUREMENT DISTANCE 

Area of Sign 
(sq. ft.)[1] 

Measurement 
Distance (ft.) 

Area of Sign 
(sq. ft.)[1] 

Measurement 
Distance (ft.) 

10 32 65 81 
15 39 70 84 
20 45 75 87 
25 50 80 89 
30 55 85 92 
35 59 90 95 
40 63 95 97 
45 67 100 100 
50 71 150  125 
55 74 200  150 
60 77 300  175 

[1] For signs with an area other than those specifically listed in this table, the 
measurement distance may be calculated with the following formula: Measurement 
Distance (ft) = square root of [Area of Sign (sq. ft.) x 100] 

 
C. Additional requirements for electronic signage are as follows:  

(1) Electronic signs shall have automatic dimming controls to properly adjust the sign 
luminance according to ambient conditions, including nighttime.  Should an electronic 
problem prevent normal function, the sign shall default to night-mode or remain unlit. 

(2) Excluding trademark logos, electronic messages shall be positive-contrast (i.e., light-
colored fonts and features on a dark background) and shall contain no more than 35% 
white area within the displayed image. 

(3) Unless otherwise allowed by law or specified within this [ordinance], electronic messages 
shall not change more often than every 8 seconds.  Video and motion effects are 
prohibited. 

D. Sign display/message. The display or message of all electronic or digital signs 
shall be regulated as follows: 

(1) The display or message shall remain static or unchanged for a length of time to limit 
the number of displays or messages seen by motorists passing by. The formula and 
table below shall determine the time that the message stays static or unchanged. 

(a) Formula: Distance in which a sign is visible, divided by the speed limit of 
adjacent street in feet per second. For purposes of this formula, 1,200 feet 
shall be used in calculation of visibility distance. The table below provides the 
minimum duration of messages for select speed limits. 

 
 

Speed Limit (mph) of 
Adjacent Street 

Minimum Duration of Individual 
Display/Message 

(seconds) 

25 33 
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35 23 
45 18 
55 15 

(2) Unless otherwise allowed by law or specified within this [ordinance], electronic 
messages shall not change more often than every 8 seconds. Video and motion 
effects are prohibited. The display or message of any electronic or digital sign shall 
not or shall not appear to scroll, flash, undulate, pulse or portray explosions, 
fireworks, flashes of light or blinking or chasing lights; the display shall not appear 
to move toward or away from the viewer, expand or contract, bounce, rotate, spin, 
twist or otherwise portray movement or animation as it comes onto, is displayed 
on or leaves the sign board. Electronic or digital signs associated with Stadiums, 
Arenas, and Event Centers may be exempt from the above display time 
regulations in §170-12A(1) if the display or message is facing a public street 
during a time that public street is closed to thru traffic for purposes related to 
the event. 

(3) Electronic or digital signs shall be exempt from the above display time 
regulations, 
§ 170-12A(1) if it is part of a drive-through menu board of which the display or message 
is that of a customer's order and the sign is not legible or visible from the public right- 
of-way. 

E. Location. Electronic or digital signs shall only be permitted in the Commercial, 
Industrial, and University Planned District Zoning Districts as defined by § 200-8, 
Districts established. 

F. Size. The area of a sign face on an electronic or digital sign shall be restricted as follows: 

(1) Freestanding signs that contain an electronic or digital sign face shall not have a 
sign area larger than that permitted in § 170-10B or § 170-10F. 

(2) Building signs that contain an electronic or digital sign face shall be limited in size 
to no greater than 50% of the total permissible sign area permitted in § 170-11C. 

G. Upon written request from the College Township Zoning Officer, the electronic or digital 
sign owner shall have the sign tested to determine if it does not exceed the acceptable 
brightness levels for daylight and night time operation. 

H. Brightness. All electronic or digital signs shall be equipped with automatic brightness 
level controls to reduce light levels at night, and under cloudy or other darkened 
conditions in 
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§ 170-12 § 170-
12 

 
accordance with the following: 

(1) All electronic or digital signs shall have installed ambient light monitors and shall 
at all times allow such monitor to automatically adjust the brightness level of the 
electronic or digital sign based on ambient light conditions so as to minimize and 
keep consistent sign brightness. 

(2) The maximum brightness levels for such signs shall not exceed 5,000 nits when 
measured from the sign's face at its maximum brightness during daylight hours. 

(3) The maximum brightness levels for such signs shall not exceed 500 nits when 
measured from the sign's face at its maximum brightness between sunset and 
sunrise, as those times are determined by the National Weather Service. 

(4) Written certification from the sign manufacturer must be provided at time of sign 
permit application certifying that the light intensity of the sign has been preset 
not to exceed the illumination levels established by this section, and that the 
preset intensity level is protected from end user manipulation by an approved 
method such as password protected software. 

I. All electronic or digital signs shall contain a default design that will freeze the device 
and/or message in one position with no more than a maximum illumination of 500 nits 
if a malfunction occurs. 

 [end] 
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DarkSky International Policy 

Outdoor Lighting – Illuminated Signage Supplement 
October 11, 2024 – Version 1.0 

 

 

1.1 Illuminated Signage 

[Illuminated signage at night is a choice.  When municipalities allow illuminated signage, the municipality 
must have a baseline municipal sign code that includes a permit process to address: applicability, prohibited 
areas, design criteria, construction methods, clearances, installation locations, and quantity and/or density.  
Of note, the baseline sign requirements may prohibit certain types of signage.  For example, four states in 
the U.S. prohibit all off-premise signage (e.g., advertising billboards) and many cities ban new billboards 
(either static or digital) or include restrictions such as amortization, cap-and-replace models, and digital 
exchange ratios greater than 6:1.] 

A. The following requirements are supplementary to the municipal sign code requirements and the 
General Outdoor Lighting Requirements (Section 2.1 and its subsections) to further regulate outdoor 
illuminated signage. 

1. On-premise signage larger than 20 square feet may only be illuminated while the associated 
business or activity is taking place, and must otherwise extinguish during Nighttime Hours.  

2. Please choose one of the following paths for municipal requirements:] 

 Illumination for off-premise signage (e.g., advertising billboard) is prohibited. 

 Illuminated off-premise signage (e.g., advertising billboard) is prohibited from having line-
of-sight to Residential Use zone districts and school campuses. 

Unless otherwise specified in this ordinance, illuminated off-premise signage is prohibited 
from operating during Nighttime Hours. 

3. The maximum luminous or illuminated surface area of an individual sign must not exceed 27.9 
square meters (300 square feet).  

4. Static signage may be illuminated externally, internally, or backlit, provided the light source 
itself is not directly visible from the public right-of-way or adjacent property. 
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5. External illumination of static signage shall be mounted above the sign and directed 
downward. 

6. The highest light level of any illuminated sign (as measured with an all-white display for 
electronic signs) shall not exceed 3 lux more than the ambient lighting conditions (defined 
here as not including non-essential, decorative, or other sign sources of light) as measured 
within 15 degrees of perpendicular (both horizontal and vertical) from the distances in Table 
2.5.  Illuminated signs that cannot be measured using an illuminance meter shall not exceed a 
luminance of 100 nits (100 candelas per square meter, cd/m2).  

TABLE 2.5:  ILLUMINATED SIGN MEASUREMENT DISTANCE 

Area of Sign 
(sq. ft.)[1] 

Measurement 
Distance (ft.) 

Area of Sign 
(sq. ft.)[1] 

Measurement 
Distance (ft.) 

10 32 65 81 
15 39 70 84 
20 45 75 87 
25 50 80 89 
30 55 85 92 
35 59 90 95 
40 63 95 97 
45 67 100 100 
50 71 150  125 
55 74 200  150 

60 77 300  175 

[1] For signs with an area other than those specifically listed in this table, the 
measurement distance may be calculated with the following formula: Measurement 
Distance (ft) = square root of [Area of Sign (sq. ft.) x 100] 

 

B. Additional requirements for electronic signage are as follows: 

1. Electronic signs shall have automatic dimming controls to properly adjust the sign luminance 
according to ambient conditions, including nighttime.  Should an electronic problem prevent 
normal function, the sign shall default to night-mode or remain unlit. 

2. Excluding trademark logos, electronic messages shall be positive-contrast (i.e., light-colored 
fonts and features on a dark background) and shall contain no more than 35% white area 
within the displayed image. [Positive-contrast (light-on-dark) messages are more legible, and 
legible at greater distances (as much as one-third greater), than negative contrast (dark-on-
light) messages.  In addition, the increased light emitted by negative-contrast messages may 
overwhelm the darker features.] 

3. Unless otherwise allowed by law or specified within this [ordinance], electronic messages shall 
not change more often than every 8 seconds.  Video and motion effects are prohibited. [As 
designed, off-premise signage attracts driver attention (sometimes involuntarily as the eye 
detects brightness) with video and motion attracting longer and more frequent glances.] 

 

END OF TEMPLATE 
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DARKSKY POLICY TEMPLATE: TERMS OF USE 
 

By downloading this document, you have agreed to the following: 

The International Dark-Sky Association, dba DarkSky International (“DarkSky”), is a 501c(3) nonprofit organization 
that works to raise awareness about the negative impacts of light pollution and preserve the nighttime environment 
through public education, conservation, and the certification of environmentally responsible outdoor lighting. 

To further these goals, DarkSky has developed DarkSky Policy Templates (“DarkSky Templates”, or “Templates”) 
which provide particular provisions to be adopted by a municipality, village, city, county, state, province, or other 
government entity (“Government Entity”). When implemented, these provisions help mitigate light pollution and 
protect dark skies while maintaining illuminated conditions in accordance with appropriate standards. Upon 
incorporating the Template provisions into law in the Government Entity statutes (codes, standards, ordinances 
legislation, etc), the Government Entity may apply to have their final adopted language reviewed by DarkSky 
International for conformance, and, if approved, become “DARKSKY RECOGNIZED.” 

DarkSky makes these Templates publicly available for download and use subject to these Terms of Use (“Terms”). 
Please read these Terms carefully to ensure you understand and comply with them in the use of the Templates. 

USE OF TEMPLATES 
1. Format. Upon agreeing to these Terms, you may download the DarkSky Templates in either a PDF or Word 

version.  The PDF version must not be altered and used only as an official version from DarkSky; the Word 
version is provided as an editable document to more easily incorporate the provisions into other statute 
formats subject to these terms. 

2. Use of DarkSky Templates and Designation.   You are free to use the Templates for incorporating the 
provisions contained therein into your local or regional statutes, however you may not use the DARKSKY 
RECOGNIZED designation unless authorized by DarkSky as provided for in Paragraph 3. 

3. Approval for DARKSKY RECOGNIZED status.  You may, for a fee and as instructed on the darksky.org website, 
submit draft versions of your proposed statutes to DarkSky for review and comment prior to final adoption. 
Upon receipt, and in due course, DarkSky will review the proposed version.  DarkSky will designate statutes 
as DARKSKY RECOGNIZED only for final adopted statutes.  Proof of final adoption must be submitted, including 
1) final adopted language and 2) proof of adoption including official minutes confirming the adopted 
language. Any change to DARKSKY RECOGNIZED statutes must be recertified by DarkSky through this same 
process; changes made without DarkSky review and approval will have this designation revoked by DarkSky 
International.  

4. Representation of DarkSky International.  You may not represent yourself as a DarkSky International 
representative or agent at any time when advocating for the use of these Templates without the express 
written consent and approval of DarkSky International.  If you modify the Templates in any way, you may not 
represent the altered document as a DarkSky approved document; only the unaltered PDF versions of the 
DarkSky Templates can be referred to as DarkSky approved Templates.   
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GENERAL TERMS 
5. Acknowledgement. Upon downloading any version of the DarkSky Templates, you acknowledge that you 

have read, understood, and agreed to all terms contained herein. Further, you represent that you have 
consulted, or have had the opportunity to consult with, your legal, tax, and financial advisors in connection 
with the execution and performance of the Agreement. 

6. Applicable Law. These Terms of Use shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the 
State of Arizona without regard to its conflicts of laws provisions. Similarly, the laws of the State of Arizona 
(again without regard to its conflicts of laws provisions) shall also govern any dispute arising between you 
and DarkSky. You agree to submit to the personal and subject matter jurisdiction of the courts located 
within the State of Arizona. You also agree the venue for any action, dispute or proceeding with respect to 
this Agreement or any dispute between you and DarkSky shall be Maricopa County in the State of Arizona. 
You further waive all defenses to the contrary including, but not limited to, lack of personal jurisdiction or 
forum non-conveniens. 

7. Entire Agreement.    These Terms of Use, as they shall be modified from time to time, constitute the full and 
complete understanding among them with respect to the subject matter hereof and supersede and 
preempt any prior understandings, agreements, or representations by or among the Parties, written or oral, 
which may have related to the subject matter hereof in any way. You may not rely on any other statements, 
promises, or agreements by any party, whether written or oral, that alters or contradicts the terms of these 
Terms of Use. Indeed, you affirm that you are not relying upon any verbal or written representations 
whatsoever, except as expressly set forth in these Terms of Use. 

8. Modifications.  This Agreement may not be altered, amended, changed, waived, terminated, or modified in 
any manner unless the same shall be in writing and signed by or on behalf of both Parties. 

9. Paragraph and Section Headings.  Paragraph and Section headings are for convenience only and shall not 
be used to construe this Agreement or otherwise be given any legal effect. 

10. Reasonableness.  The Parties have read each of the terms in this Agreement and consider each of them, 
including all subparts, to be reasonable.   

11. Savings Clause. In the event that any provision of these Terms of Use is held to be void or unenforceable by 
a Court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of these Terms of Use shall nevertheless be 
binding upon the Parties with the same effect as though the void or unenforceable part had been deleted. 
Further, any provision held to be void or unenforceable by a Court of competent jurisdiction shall be 
construed, if possible, to give effect to the Parties’ intent. The Parties agree that any such provision, in its 
forms modified by the court, shall then be enforceable and shall be enforced. 

12. Waiver. No waiver of any breach of any provision of these Terms of Use shall constitute a waiver of any 
prior, concurrent or subsequent breach of the same or any other provisions hereof, and no waiver shall be 
effective unless made in writing and signed by an authorized representative of the waiving party. The failure 
of DarkSky to insist, in any one or more instances, upon the performance of any of the terms of these Terms 
of Use or to exercise any right hereunder, shall not be construed as a waiver of the future performance of 
any such term or the future exercise of such right. 

If you have any questions, please contact the DarkSky Lighting Program Manager. 
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DarkSky International Policy 

Outdoor Lighting – Municipal Ordinance Template and User Guide 
October 11, 2024 – Version 1.0 

 

 

Overview 
This DarkSky International (DarkSky) Policy provides a template of outdoor lighting requirements for any county, 
city, municipality, or township seeking to implement a responsible outdoor lighting ordinance [Some regions will 
use the term “code” or “bylaw”]. The language and requirements contained herein are a proven approach to 
mitigate Light Pollution and misuses of artificial light at night (ALAN), which threaten human visual performance 
and safety at night, brighten the naturally dark sky, cause adverse biological health disruptions, damage nocturnal 
ecosystems, and waste significant amounts of energy and taxpayer money each year.  The requirements herein 
work together holistically to meet the Five Principles for Responsible Outdoor Lighting co-authored by DarkSky 
and the Illuminating Engineering Society. 

Instructions for Use 
Narrative written in [Blue + Italicized font] are instructions intended for the user, including why a topic is being 
addressed, and, when applicable, optional requirements or choices.  The language within this template will assist 
advocates and writers draft appropriate ordinance language. Narrative in [red brackets] indicates the appropriate 
name, terminology, value, or date is to be inserted in that location.   

Before completion, it is recommended to gather input from key stakeholders (e.g., law enforcement, staff, 
community, utilities) so all perspectives are considered.  The intent is for options to be selected that best fit the 
passion, identity, and goals of the local community while still meeting DarkSky recommendations.  Upon 
completion, unused options and user instructions should be deleted to keep the document concise. 

DarkSky Recognized Program 
For any municipality seeking to have their ordinance recognized by DarkSky International, a program is available. 
For questions regarding this program, contact the DarkSky Lighting Program Manager. 
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[MUNICIPALITY] OUTDOOR LIGHTING ORDINANCE 
Note: Italicized and capitalized words and phrases are defined in section 4.0 Definitions. 

 

1.0 PREFACE 

1.1 Authority 

On behalf of the [municipality], this outdoor lighting [ordinance] is enacted on [date] pursuant to, and in 
accordance with, the authority of the [city council]. 

1.2 Purpose 

[A municipal outdoor lighting ordinance should first establish a purpose and thoughtful background 
information regarding the intent for having one. When allowed, this information is important for 
future decision makers who will be faced with new and unique requests.  While preamble and 
background narratives are not usually accepted as code or bylaw, recitals are an effective way to 
incorporate background and intent.  Recitals must be factual, not general, and kept to a minimum.] 

A. This outdoor lighting [ordinance] is intended to protect the health and welfare of all residents within 
the [municipality], enhance its [character and quality of life], prevent inappropriate and poorly 
installed outdoor lighting, reduce lighting conflicts between property owners, prevent the increase of 
potentially harmful sky glow, and preserve the naturally dark sky for the benefit of residents, visitors, 
wildlife, and the environment.  The Five Principles for Responsible Outdoor Lighting will guide 
[municipality]’s outdoor lighting decisions because: 

1. Whereas, outdoor uses of Artificial Light at Night (ALAN) often include inappropriate and 
bright sources of light that cause an unsafe reduction in human visual performance; and 

2. Whereas, excessive, unnecessary, and misdirected ALAN contributes to Light Pollution and 
wastes energy resources that would, if corrected, generate tangible cost savings; and 

3. Whereas, increased use of ALAN has contributed to an escalation of Light Pollution, thus 
increasing the brightness of the night sky by 10% annually and rendering the current night sky 
orders of magnitude (often hundreds of times) brighter than the natural and original sky 
background; and 

4. Whereas, Light Pollution from ALAN is known to cause adverse effects on the health and well-
being of birds, wildlife, nocturnal ecosystems, vegetation, and under certain circumstances, 
human health; 

5. Now, therefore, let it be resolved that the [municipality], which has the authority to protect 
natural resources and maintain a healthy environment for present and future generations, 
chooses to enact this outdoor lighting [ordinance] [the next part is optional, but highly 
encouraged because assignment of Lighting Zones by the municipality will establish 
appropriate and coordinated light levels based on land uses (not property values), avoid 
subjectivity, and establish a thoughtful hierarchy of lighting conditions across the municipality.] 
and hereby assign the following Lighting Zones to all property within the [municipal] 
boundaries:  

[Insert table or map] [See Annex A for example formats.] 
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1.3 Applicability 

A. This [ordinance] applies to all sources of outdoor lighting installed or replaced within the 
[municipality] after [enactment date]. This includes, but is not limited to, newly permitted 
development and construction projects involving homes, dwellings, roadways, public right-of-way, 
[signage, billboards, ] buildings, facilities, properties, landscape, parking lots, hardscape, non-
habitable structures, and monuments. 

B. Existing outdoor lighting lawfully installed prior to [date] and not meeting the requirements of this 
[ordinance] shall be considered legal and repairable but non-conforming. All non-conforming 
Luminaires may continue to be used and maintained until one of the following occurs: 

1. A determination by the [municipal official] that an outdoor light source constitutes a hazard to 
public safety or constitutes a nuisance. 

2. When a property is re-zoned for a new land use, at which time all outdoor lighting on the 
property shall meet the requirements of this [ordinance] before the new use commences. 

3. [acceptable date of amortized implementation], the date whereupon all lighting must conform 
to this ordinance. 

1.4 Exemptions 

A. Lawful:  Lighting requirements mandated by a legal jurisdiction with broader authority (e.g., federal, 
state, or territorial) than the [municipality], including but not limited to: 

1. Navigational lighting systems regulated by the Federal Aviation Administration and the US 
Coast Guard. 

2. Any contradictory building code or Department of Transportation illumination requirements.  

3. Lighting for worker safety as mandated by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 

B. Safety:  Luminaires installed for the benefit of public safety, including but not limited to: 

1. Security Lighting as determined by a municipal official with authority. 

2. Temporary lighting used by authorized first responders during emergency procedures. 

C. Historic:  Luminaires replicating time period historical character and lighting effect that are protected 
by historical registration, or otherwise permitted by an authority having jurisdiction. 

D. Permitted:  Temporary and semi-permanent lighting approved by municipal permit for special 
events, festivals, and community benefit, provided the permitted lighting still meets light trespass 
requirements and does not add further disruption to ecological migration or habitat.  

E. [Option] Seasonal:  Seasonal Lighting used from [date] to [date]. [While some municipalities will 
choose to make this exempt, it may be better to prescribe seasonal lighting requirements (See Section 
2.5) to help guide the desired outcome.] 

1.5 Prohibitions 

A. ALAN must not interfere with the safe movement of motor vehicles. Any lighting that distracts or 
disables the vision of a motor vehicle operator (e.g., excessively bright or rapid blinking, flashing, 
and/or motion video) or contributes to traffic control confusion (e.g., sources resembling or imitating 
traffic or railroad signals) is prohibited. 

B. Beacons and searchlights, except for emergency use by authorized first responders. 
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2.0 OUTDOOR LIGHTING REQUIREMENTS 

2.1 General 

A. Legal:  All outdoor Luminaires and Luminaire installations shall comply with federal and state law; 
county and municipal codes; applicable energy and building codes; product safety labeling; the 
requirements of this [ordinance]; and shall be subject to the appropriate permit and inspection 
requirements thereof. 

B. Light Level:  Unless otherwise specified in this ordinance, lighting installed for an outdoor use shall 
not exceed 25% more than the Light Level recommended by the applicable ANSI/IES Lighting 
Standard, or a state approved alternate, as published by [enactment date]. 

C. Distribution:  Unless otherwise specified in this ordinance, Luminaires emitting more than 1,000 
Lumens shall be Fully Shielded and shall emit no more than 5% of their total Lumen output above 80 
degrees from Nadir.  Exceptions are: 

1. Festoon string lighting where no individual lamp emits more than 50 lumens, and the lumen 
density of the string is no greater than 25 lumens per foot. [This will restrict some medium-
base line-voltage products that are not recommended unless they are shielded.]  

2. Directional Luminaires used for façade illumination which are shielded and aimed to hit their 
target such that the light is contained by architectural elements.  

D. Trespass:  Unless otherwise specified in this ordinance, Light Trespass shall meet the following: 

1. Luminaire light sources shall not be visible from federal or state designated wilderness, natural 
area, habitat, or reserves, and Light Trespass shall measure no greater than 0.1 Lux.  

2. Light Trespass onto Waters of the United States shall measure no greater than 1 Lux. 

3. Light Trespass onto Residential Use property shall measure no greater than 1 Lux. 

E. Curfew:  Non-essential outdoor lighting, including but not limited to landscape and decorative 
lighting elements, shall be extinguished during Nighttime Hours. 

1. When applicable, outdoor lighting shall dim or be extinguished during Nighttime Hours as 
prescribed by an adopted energy code.  

F. Controls:  Luminaires activated by motion detection shall automatically turn off or return to their 
dimmed state no more than [5] minutes after activity is no longer detected.  

G. Spectrum:  Unless otherwise specified in this ordinance, the maximum allowable correlated color 
temperature (CCT) for outdoor Luminaires is 3000 K. [Because blue light is more apt to scatter locally 
in the atmosphere, it is prone to being redirected back toward earth as a physical manifestation of 
sky glow. This veil of sky glow reduces the visibility of stars within the natural nighttime sky, and the 
increased illumination may disrupt biological and ecological health.  A CCT of 3000 K is the highest 
recommended baseline criterion, with exceptions and options noted below.] 

1. Exception:  CCT exemptions are allowed if a public safety need is documented.  
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2.2 Residential Use 

The following requirements are supplementary to the General Outdoor Lighting Requirements (Section 2.1 
and its subsections) and shall further regulate outdoor lighting on Residential Use property: 

A. Lighting for Residential Use, excluding roadway, parking, and public right-of-way, shall be exempt 
from the requirement in Section 2.1(B) provided no single Luminaire exceeds 1,000 lumens and the 
total installed lumens per dwelling, prorated for multifamily, does not exceed the following: 

 

Multi-Family Example:  32 townhome units on a 3.2-acre development  equals .10 acres per dwelling.  Therefore, each 
dwelling is allowed 1,700 lumens when located in Lz1. 

B. Light Trespass leaving Residential Use property shall be no greater than 1 Lux. 

C. [Option:  If a community wants warmer color lighting in areas of residential dwelling, and where 
residents are perhaps already accustomed to warmer color light.] When needed, Residential Use 
roadway Luminaires shall be a maximum CCT of [2400 K]. 

2.3 Non-Residential Use 

The following requirements are supplementary to the General Outdoor Lighting Requirements (Section 2.1 
and its subsections) and shall further regulate outdoor lighting on non-residential property: 

A. Non-Residential Use lighting shall be exempt from the requirement in Section 2.1(B), provided there 
is no Luminaire installed on the property capable of exceeding a total output greater than 3,000 
Lumens. 

B. Light Trespass leaving non-Residential Use property onto adjacent public right-of-way shall be no 
greater than 3 Lux when measured 20 feet past the property line. 

2.4 Sports Lighting 

[There are three options available for sports lighting.  The first option provides essential requirements for 
safe play and light trespass mitigation. The second provides for improved control of obtrusive light and 
minimal offsite lighting. The third option requires independent third-party verification of the sports lighting 
facility.] 
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The following requirements are supplementary to the General Outdoor Lighting Requirements (Section 2.1 
and its subsections) and shall further regulate outdoor lighting for sports and recreational areas [Choose 
one of the following]: 

 Lighting for sports and recreational areas shall also meet the following requirements: 

1. Eighty-five percent (85%) of the lumens generated by sports lighting luminaires shall be 
confined to within 10 meters (33 feet) or a distance of one pole height, whichever is greater, of 
the playing field or the spectator track or bleacher area, whichever is greater.  

2. Lighting installations for aerial sports are allowed a maximum of 8% of the total lumen output 
to be emitted above 80 degrees from Nadir. 

3. When the recommended sports field Light Level is higher than 100 lux, installed lighting shall 
not exceed 10% more than the Light Level recommended by the applicable ANSI/IES lighting 
standard, or a state approved alternate, as published by [enactment date]. 

4. The maximum CCT for outdoor sports lighting should be the lowest possible for the sport, class 
of play, and viewing audience as defined by the relevant ANSI/IES lighting standard, or any 
state approved alternative, but never exceeding 5700 K. 

5. The maximum luminous intensity from any luminaire lighting a sports field shall not exceed 
10,000 candelas (cd) as measured along a perimeter that is 46 meters (150 feet) from the edge 
of the field, at 1.5 meters (5 feet) above grade. [Because sports lighting can be 85% contained 
and still produce obtrusive brightness, in the surrounding properties, this light trespass 
requirement is necessary to guide effective performance requirements.  There are many LED 
products with shielding and optical control that can meet this requirement. The design process 
can account for this, and installation crews can validate the measurement.] 

 Sports lighting shall meet the requirements of the DarkSky Approved Outdoor Sports Lighting 
Program. 

 Sports lighting shall be certified by DarkSky International as meeting the DarkSky Approved Outdoor 
Sports Lighting Program. 

2.5 [Additional Lighting Criteria Available:] 

[Supplemental outdoor lighting requirements are available for specialized uses and applications.  These 
requirements can be found at https://darksky.org, and are intended for insertion into the ordinance starting 
with section 2.5.  The specialized uses and applications that are available include:] 

A. [Seasonal Lighting] 

B. [Illuminated Signage] 

C. [Coastal Marine Turtle Habitat]  

3.0 ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS 

3.1 Permit Application  

A. Submittal: Whenever a building, subdivision, site plan, or outdoor lighting permit is applied for, an 
outdoor lighting plan must be submitted along with a compliance statement that the proposed work 
will comply with all [ordinance] requirements.  The outdoor lighting plan must follow one of the 
following: 
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1. Schedule Method: Only available for renovation and Residential Use lighting; projects to be 
documented using a spreadsheet format by listing the Luminaire identifications (i.e., 
manufacturer, model number, type), Luminaire quantities, installation locations, and Lumen 
outputs for each; or   

2. Calculation Method: Available for all project types but required for sports lighting and when 
specifically requested by the [planning commission]; an outdoor lighting design shall be 
prepared by a certified lighting professional or licensed professional engineer using lighting 
design software and Luminaire .ies files. This outdoor lighting plan shall include: 

a) Luminaire identification (model number), installation locations, mounting heights, 
targeted directions, buildings, and other physical objects within the site that could affect 
the lighting outcome. 

b) Site plan and Illuminance calculation plots demonstrating conformance with this 
ordinance, including the sports lighting luminous-intensity Light Trespass limit. 

B. Review:  Submitted spreadsheets, site lighting plans, and compliance affidavits shall be subject to 
review and approval by the [administrator], or designee.  The [administrator] shall have the authority 
to refer an application to the [planning and zoning commission] or the [historic commission] if 
deemed appropriate.  

C. Appeals:  Any appeals related to decisions regarding outdoor lighting shall be made to the 
[administrator], or designee. 

3.2 Enforcement and Penalty  

[Each municipality will have its own ordinance and regulations from which to cite specific references on 
enforcement and penalties.  This section should be tailored to cite those specific sections as applicable to 
ensure enforcement and that penalties can be administered.] 

A. Enforcement:  Unless otherwise noted in this [ordinance], the [administrator], or designee, shall be 
responsible to implement, administer, and enforce this [ordinance], including investigations of 
alleged violation.  A private right of action may also constitute enforcement of the requirements 
within this [ordinance].  

1. The [administrator] charged with enforcing this chapter shall have the authority to grant 
partial waiver of specific [ordinance] requirements for up to one year if a property owner 
demonstrates that compliance creates unreasonable hardship, as balanced against the 
potential impacts of non-compliance, or results in conditions that are materially detrimental to 
health, safety or welfare. 

B. Penalty:  Any property owner that does not meet the requirements of this [ordinance] shall be in 
violation.  A person, firm, or corporation found to have violated, disobeyed, omitted, neglected, or 
refused to comply with any provisions of this [ordinance] shall be issued a notice and administrative 
citation as provided by the municipal code [appropriate section numbers].  Any person, firm, or 
corporation found to have violated any portion of this [ordinance] shall correct the violations within 
ninety (90) days of the citation date.  Each day a violation continues beyond ninety (90) days of the 
citation date without having been corrected shall be a separate offense. [For municipalities without 
standard citation penalties or injunctive relief, a monetary fine is recommended for each citation.] 

C. [Option] Private Action:  Any person adversely affected by lighting that does not meet the 
requirements of this [ordinance] shall have a private cause of action for nuisance against the person, 
firm, or corporation responsible for such lighting. 
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4.0 DEFINITIONS 

4.1 The following definitions apply to terms used in this ordinance: 

A. ANSI: American National Standards Institute. 

B. ANSI/IES Lighting Standards: Applicable outdoor lighting standards and metrics include but are not 
limited to: 
1. RP-2: outdoor retail spaces 
2. RP-6: outdoor sports and recreational areas 
3. RP-7: outdoor industrial areas 
4. RP-8: roadway and parking facilities 
5. RP-40: port terminals 
6. RP-43: outdoor pedestrian areas 

C. ALAN (artificial light at night):  Light that is created from human technology, rather than a naturally 
occurring process.  Also known as anthropogenic lighting.  

D. Candela (cd):  The unit of measure for luminous intensity.  

E. CCT (correlated color temperature):  The measured color appearance of light emitted by a light 
source described using a nominal value stated in kelvins (K).  Lower CCTs (1800 K to 2200 K) appear 
very warm or amber. Medium CCTs (2700 K to 3000 K) appear “warm white,” similar to standard 
incandescent bulbs. High CCTs (4000 K and higher) appear “cool white” or “blue.” 

 

H. DarkSky Approved Outdoor Sports Lighting:  A standalone program put forth by DarkSky 
International to guide and/or certify sports lighting that meets stringent glare and Light Trespass 
requirements. 

I. Five Principles for Responsible Outdoor Lighting:  Co-authored and published by DarkSky 
International and the Illuminating Engineering Society: 1) Use light only if needed; 2) distribute light 
only where it is needed; 3) use light that is no brighter than needed; 4) control light so it is on only 
when needed; and 5) use warmer color light when possible. 

J. Fully Shielded:  A Luminaire designed or shielded in such a manner that no light is emitted, either 
directly or indirectly, at or above a horizontal plane running through the lowest light-emitting part of 
the luminaire. 

K. IES (Illuminating Engineering Society):  An ANSI-recognized Standards Development Organization.  
ANSI/IES Recommended Practices are universally recognized as authoritative references for lighting 
applications. 

L. Illuminance: Measured in Lux or footcandles, the total luminous flux incident at a point on a surface. 

M. Light Level:  The maintained Luminance or Illuminance value. 

N. Light Pollution:  ALAN traveling into areas where it is not needed or wanted.  This can be in the form 
of Light Trespass, glare, or atmospheric sky glow. 
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O. Light Trespass:  ALAN illuminating past property lines without permission.  Unless specified 
otherwise, light trespass limits are measured at any location along a property line both horizontally 
at the ground plane facing upward and vertically at 1.5 meters (5ft) above grade with the meter 
aimed toward the light source in question. 

P. Lighting Zones:  An ANSI/IES/DarkSky system describing the luminous environment and related 
lighting conditions based on land uses and expected tasks. These range from natural and intrinsically 
dark zones to very bright zones.  

Q. Lumen (lm):   A unit of measure of the luminous flux of a light source. 

R. Luminaire:  A complete lighting unit, including the light source, housing, optics, electronics, and 
other necessary components for the purpose of providing outdoor illumination. 

S. Luminance:  The intensity of light emitted from a surface per unit area in a given direction. 

T. Lux (lx):  The SI metric system unit of measure for Illuminance. 

U. Nadir:  A downward vertical vector directly beneath a luminaire, opposite to zenith. 

 

V. Nighttime Hours: The time between [10] PM and sunrise, or 7 AM (whichever comes earlier). For 
businesses and events with operating hours later than [10] PM, nighttime hours will begin one hour 
after closing. 

W. Non-essential:  Lighting that is not directly associated with the physical safety of motor vehicle and 
pedestrian threats, including but not limited to: landscape lighting, illuminated signage or advertising 
after business hours, façade lighting, vacant sports fields, and seasonal lighting. 

X. Residential Use:  Municipal zoning districts dedicated exclusively to places of low-rise (i.e., 3 stories 
or less) human residence and dwelling.  Examples include single family, duplex, dual family, multi-
family, apartment, townhouse, and mobile home.  This does not include mixed-use or commercial 
districts with combined dwellings. 

Y. Seasonal Lighting:  Outdoor or site lighting that is portable, temporary, decorative, and used in 
connection with holidays and traditions. This includes but is not limited to string lighting, icicle 
lighting, and lighted inflatables, none of which are intended for general illumination. 

Z. Security Lighting:  Illumination used specifically to protect people, property, and infrastructure from 
criminal threat. 

AA. Shielding:  A Luminaire design, optical intervention, or physical accessory (such as a louver) 
preventing light emission from traveling into a particular area, angle, or region. 

END OF TEMPLATE 
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ANNEX A – EXAMPLE FORMATS TO ASSIGN LIGHTING ZONES  

Table Example  

Lighting Zone Designations by Land Use 

Zone 
District 

Residential Mixed-Use Non-Residential 

Lighting 
Zones R

-A
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R
-M

C 

R
-M
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R
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R
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R
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A B C D 

NLz                X1 X1  

Lz0 X3 X3 X3 X3 X3  X3        X2 X2 X2 X2 

Lz1 X X X X X X4 X X4 X4 X4 X X X X X   X 

Lz2      X  X X X X5   X5 X6    

Lz3         X5 X5     X7    

Notes: 
[1] NLz is required in NR-PO zones for open space where no anthropogenic light is allowed.  
[2] Lz0 is required in NR-PO zones for open space where artificial light is needed during nighttime hours.  
[3] A lower lighting zone is required on subject properties with sensitive lands.   
[4] A lower lighting zone is required on subject properties adjacent to low-density uses. 
[5] A higher lighting zone is allowed unless the subject property is adjacent to any residential zone district.  
[6] Lz2 is allowed in parks with high pedestrian activity and many amenities. 
[7] Lz3 is allowed in parks containing nighttime stadiums or entertainment activities. 

Overlay Map Example 
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DARKSKY POLICY TEMPLATE: TERMS OF USE 
By downloading this document, you have agreed to the following: 

The International Dark-Sky Association, dba DarkSky International (“DarkSky”), is a 501c(3) nonprofit organization 
that works to raise awareness about the negative impacts of light pollution and preserve the nighttime environment 
through public education, conservation, and the certification of environmentally responsible outdoor lighting. 

To further these goals, DarkSky has developed DarkSky Policy Templates (“DarkSky Templates”, or “Templates”) 
which provide particular provisions to be adopted by a municipality, village, city, county, state, province, or other 
government entity (“Government Entity”). When implemented, these provisions help mitigate light pollution and 
protect dark skies while maintaining illuminated conditions in accordance with appropriate standards. Upon 
incorporating the Template provisions into law in the Government Entity statutes (codes, standards, ordinances 
legislation, etc), the Government Entity may apply to have their final adopted language reviewed by DarkSky 
International for conformance, and, if approved, become “DARKSKY RECOGNIZED.” 

DarkSky makes these Templates publicly available for download and use subject to these Terms of Use (“Terms”). 
Please read these Terms carefully to ensure you understand and comply with them in the use of the Templates. 

USE OF TEMPLATES 
1. Format. Upon agreeing to these Terms, you may download the DarkSky Templates in either a PDF or Word 

version.  The PDF version must not be altered and used only as an official version from DarkSky; the Word 
version is provided as an editable document to more easily incorporate the provisions into other statute 
formats subject to these terms. 

2. Use of DarkSky Templates and Designation.   You are free to use the Templates for incorporating the 
provisions contained therein into your local or regional statutes, however you may not use the DARKSKY 
RECOGNIZED designation unless authorized by DarkSky as provided for in Paragraph 3. 

3. Approval for DARKSKY RECOGNIZED status.  You may, for a fee and as instructed on the darksky.org website, 
submit draft versions of your proposed statutes to DarkSky for review and comment prior to final adoption. 
Upon receipt, and in due course, DarkSky will review the proposed version.  DarkSky will designate statutes 
as DARKSKY RECOGNIZED only for final adopted statutes.  Proof of final adoption must be submitted, including 
1) final adopted language and 2) proof of adoption including official minutes confirming the adopted 
language. Any change to DARKSKY RECOGNIZED statutes must be recertified by DarkSky through this same 
process; changes made without DarkSky review and approval will have this designation revoked by DarkSky 
International.  

4. Representation of DarkSky International.  You may not represent yourself as a DarkSky International 
representative or agent at any time when advocating for the use of these Templates without the express 
written consent and approval of DarkSky International.  If you modify the Templates in any way, you may not 
represent the altered document as a DarkSky approved document; only the unaltered PDF versions of the 
DarkSky Templates can be referred to as DarkSky approved Templates.   
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GENERAL TERMS 
5. Acknowledgement. Upon downloading any version of the DarkSky Templates, you acknowledge that you 

have read, understood, and agreed to all terms contained herein. Further, you represent that you have 
consulted, or have had the opportunity to consult with, your legal, tax, and financial advisors in connection 
with the execution and performance of the Agreement. 

6. Applicable Law. These Terms of Use shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the 
State of Arizona without regard to its conflicts of laws provisions. Similarly, the laws of the State of Arizona 
(again without regard to its conflicts of laws provisions) shall also govern any dispute arising between you 
and DarkSky. You agree to submit to the personal and subject matter jurisdiction of the courts located 
within the State of Arizona. You also agree the venue for any action, dispute or proceeding with respect to 
this Agreement or any dispute between you and DarkSky shall be Maricopa County in the State of Arizona. 
You further waive all defenses to the contrary including, but not limited to, lack of personal jurisdiction or 
forum non-conveniens. 

7. Entire Agreement.    These Terms of Use, as they shall be modified from time to time, constitute the full and 
complete understanding among them with respect to the subject matter hereof and supersede and 
preempt any prior understandings, agreements, or representations by or among the Parties, written or oral, 
which may have related to the subject matter hereof in any way. You may not rely on any other statements, 
promises, or agreements by any party, whether written or oral, that alters or contradicts the terms of these 
Terms of Use. Indeed, you affirm that you are not relying upon any verbal or written representations 
whatsoever, except as expressly set forth in these Terms of Use. 

8. Modifications.  This Agreement may not be altered, amended, changed, waived, terminated, or modified in 
any manner unless the same shall be in writing and signed by or on behalf of both Parties. 

9. Paragraph and Section Headings.  Paragraph and Section headings are for convenience only and shall not 
be used to construe this Agreement or otherwise be given any legal effect. 

10. Reasonableness.  The Parties have read each of the terms in this Agreement and consider each of them, 
including all subparts, to be reasonable.   

11. Savings Clause. In the event that any provision of these Terms of Use is held to be void or unenforceable by 
a Court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of these Terms of Use shall nevertheless be 
binding upon the Parties with the same effect as though the void or unenforceable part had been deleted. 
Further, any provision held to be void or unenforceable by a Court of competent jurisdiction shall be 
construed, if possible, to give effect to the Parties’ intent. The Parties agree that any such provision, in its 
forms modified by the court, shall then be enforceable and shall be enforced. 

12. Waiver. No waiver of any breach of any provision of these Terms of Use shall constitute a waiver of any 
prior, concurrent or subsequent breach of the same or any other provisions hereof, and no waiver shall be 
effective unless made in writing and signed by an authorized representative of the waiving party. The failure 
of DarkSky to insist, in any one or more instances, upon the performance of any of the terms of these Terms 
of Use or to exercise any right hereunder, shall not be construed as a waiver of the future performance of 
any such term or the future exercise of such right. 

If you have any questions, please contact the DarkSky Lighting Program Manager. 
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How does light impact human health and the 
environment and what are the current 
recommendations for responsible outdoor lighting? 
March 2, 2026  |  Jon Walker, P.E., LC, Lighting/Electrical Engineer with Penn State OPP 

According to the Illuminating Engineering Society (IES), “The general guidance is that humans 
should experience bright, outdoor-like light levels throughout the day, low light levels pre-sleep, and 
darkness during sleep. While outdoor light at night is typically used to promote safety and well-
being, these intended functions should be balanced with the general desire to maintain a naturally 
dark environment for day-night circadian signaling, as well as ecological and sky glow 
considerations.”1 

This guidance is based on research, including ongoing research, and “as with any research 
concerning human health, the information is complex and difficult to place in context.” However, 
there is current knowledge on the known relationships between optical radiation (light) and human 
health.2 

In addition to rods and cones, which are photoreceptors in the human eye responsible for vision 
under very low light levels and daylight levels, respectively, a relatively recent discovery in science 
was the identification of a new type of photoreceptor in the retina: intrinsically photosensitive 
retinal ganglion cells. These cells “are the central photoreceptors mediating circadian and 
neuroendocrine regulation.”3 In other words, these cells act as a kind of light sensor for our 
brain’s internal clock, telling our bodies when it’s time to be awake or asleep. 

How does complex research inform actual best practices in lighting?  

Practically, there are lighting design recommendations for both indoor daytime lighting and exterior 
nighttime lighting, including specific light levels for various applications and environments. 

Many people live indoors during much of the day. Historically, lighting design focused on providing 
the right amount of illuminance on surfaces to support human visual tasks and perception of the 
indoor space. More recently, there are additional recommended practices to support the 
physiological and behavioral effects of lighting, in interior daytime environments.4 

What about outdoor lighting at night? How can we promote human vision, visibility, and 
reassurance at night while also considering health and ecological impacts? 

Light pollution, the human-made alteration of outdoor light levels from those occurring naturally, is 
of special concern for several reasons. For example,  

 
1 Recommended Practice: Lighting Exterior Applications, ANSI/IES RP-43-25, Section 4.2.1 Effects of Outdoor Lighting on Human Health.  
2 Lighting Practice: Environmental Considerations for Outdoor Lighting, ANSI/IES LP-11-20, Section 2.1 Effects of Exterior Lighting on 
Human Health. 
3 Light and Human Health: An overview of the Impact of Optical Radiation on Visual, Circadian, Neuroendocrine, and Neurobehavioral 
Responses, IES TM-18-18, Section 2.2.10 Circadian Clock Uses Novel Receptor System. 
4 Recommended Practice: Supporting the Physiological and Behavioral Effects of Lighting in Interior Daytime Environments, ANSI/IES RP-
46-23. 
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• “Light pollution may threaten the visual performance of humans in the form of high 
brightness glare;  

• brighten a naturally dark sky, making the work of astronomers more difficult;  
• cause biological disruption and contribute to human health issues;  
• damage nocturnal ecosystems by causing behavioral changes that affect their populations; 

and  
• waste significant amounts of energy, as well as the money to produce that energy.  

For these reasons, outdoor lighting should be responsibly contained to areas that need lighting, 
hitting its targets, minimizing stray and upward light, using the minimal amount of light necessary, 
and using longer-wavelength light compositions, when possible, all described further in Section 5.0 
Five Principles for Responsible Outdoor Lighting.”5 How may human health be impacted? “Exterior 
lighting at night may contribute to human health issues like sleep disruption, obesity, diabetes, 
cancer, and depression.”6 (See references 2 through 8, next page). 

“DarkSky and the Illuminating Engineering Society jointly published the Five Principles for 
Responsible Outdoor Lighting… by applying these principles, properly designed electric lighting at 
night can be beautiful, healthy, and functional. Projects that incorporate these principles will save 
energy and money, reduce light pollution, and minimize wildlife disruption.”7 

 

 
5 Recommended Practice: Lighting Exterior Applications, ANSI/IES RP-43-25, Section 4.2.1 Effects of Outdoor Lighting on Human Health. 
Section 4.1 Light Pollution Considerations. 
6 Lighting Practice: Environmental Considerations for Outdoor Lighting, ANSI/IES LP-11-20, Introduction, footnotes 2 through 8, included 
in the  
7 https://darksky.org/resources/guides-and-how-tos/lighting-principles/ 
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References supporting the IES claim that “Exterior lighting at night may contribute to human health 
issues like sleep disruption, obesity, diabetes, cancer, and depression.”:  

 

How can a municipality promote responsible outdoor lighting? 

As mentioned above, the Illuminating Engineering Society and DarkSky 
jointly developed the Five Principles for Responsible Outdoor Lighting. 
DarkSky further developed:  

1. “Outdoor Lighting – Municipal Ordinance Template”  
2. “Outdoor Lighting – Illuminated Signage Supplement” 

According to the DarkSky Outdoor Lighting – Municipal Ordinance Template and User Guide8, “it is 
recommended to gather input from key stakeholders (e.g., law enforcement, staff, community, 
utilities) so all perspectives are considered. The intent is for options to be selected that best fit the 
passion, identity, and goals of the local community while still meeting DarkSky recommendations.” 

 

 
8 https://darksky.org/what-we-do/advancing-responsible-outdoor-lighting/darksky-outdoor-lighting-codes/ 
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MEMORANDUM 

To:  College Township Council      

From:   Mike Bloom, Assistant Township Manager   

Thru:   Lindsay Schoch, AICP, Principal Planner  

Re:   OB-2 – Amendments to Chapters 87 & 200 

Date:  March 2, 2026, for March 5th meeting 

                

Background: 

At the February 19th meeting, Council approved Ordinance O-26-02, which made amendments to Chapters 87 

(Conditional Uses) and 200 (Zoning) pertaining to data centers. The intent of these amendments was to make data centers 

a conditional use in zoning districts where they were otherwise previously a permitted use by right. After further review, 

staff has identified errors in the changes enacted through Ordinance O-26-02 that would inadvertently result in the 

ordinance not meeting its intent.  

In the course of revisiting and rectifying those changes made to Chapters 87 and 200, staff has also taken the opportunity 

to provide Council with proposed amendments to Chapter 87 Conditional Uses that would address the typical impacts of 

large data centers, most notably water and energy consumption.  

Recommended Changes:  

Included for Council’s review is a Draft Ordinance O-26-03 that would accomplish the following:  

• Amend Chapter 200 to remove data centers as a permitted use by right in the Office Commercial, Commercial & 

Industrial zoning districts. 

• Amend Chapter 200 to add data centers as a conditional use in the Office Commercial, Commercial & Industrial 

zoning districts. 

• Amend Chapters 87 to remove data centers as a conditional use in the Rural Residential zoning district.  

• Amend Chapter 87 to add data centers as a conditional use in the Office Commercial, Commercial and Industrial 

zoning districts.  

• Amend Chapter 87 to add conditions of approval for data centers that pertain to water and energy consumption.  

Timeline & Procedures: 

Given the proposed changes to Chapters 87 and 200, the Municipalities Planning Code will require a 30-day review 

period for the College Township Planning Commission and Centre Region Planning Agency.  

A summary of the proposed changes will need to be publicly advertised on two separate occasions that are no more than 

60 days and no less than 7 days before the proposed public hearing on April 16, 2026.  

The recommended action by Council to advertise a public hearing on Draft Ordinance O-26-03 would make it a “pending 

ordinance” with College Township.  
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Requested Action:  

Council is asked to review and provide feedback on the attached Draft Ordinance O-26-03 to amend Chapters 87 and 200.  

Barring substantive changes, Council should consider a motion to authorize staff to advertise an April 16th Public Hearing 

on Draft Ordinance O-26-03, which will amend Chapters 87 and 200 of the Township Code pertinent to data centers.   

OB-2 



 

1 | P a g e  

 

COLLEGE TOWNSHIP 

CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. O-26- -- 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF COLLEGE, CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 

 AMENDING CHAPTER 87 CONDITIONAL USES BY REMOVING DATA CENTERS FROM 

THE RURAL RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT AND INCLUDING THEM AS CONDITIONAL 

USES IN THE OFFICE COMMERCIAL, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL ZONING 

DISTRICTS  

AND  

CHAPTER 200 ZONING TO REMOVE DATA CENTERS AS PERMITTED USES BY RIGHT IN 

THE OFFICE COMMERCIAL, COMMERCIAL, AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS AND ADD 

DATA CENTERS BY CONDITIONAL USE IN THE OFFICE COMMERCIAL, COMMERCIAL, 

AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS. 

 
    

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

   
 

    

  

  

 

 

 

 

GENERAL REFERENCES
Conditional uses  —  See Ch.  87.
Zoning  –  See Ch. 200

Strikethrough  = deletion
Bold Italics  =  addition

  WHEREAS  Data Centers are permitted By Right in the Office Commercial, Commercial, and
Industrial Zoning Districts; and

  WHEREAS  all uses listed in Office Commercial are also permitted in the Commercial Zoning
District; and

  WHEREAS  Data Centers are permitted by Conditional Use in the Rural Residential Zoning
District; and

  WHEREAS  the Council of the Township of College  intends to  remove Data Centers from the
Rural Residential Zoning District.

  WHEREAS  it  is  College  Township’s  Intent  that  Data  Centers  shall  only  be  permitted  by
Conditional Use in the Office Commercial, Commercial, and Industrial Zoning District; and

SECTION  1  –  REMOVE  ARTICLE XVII IN  CHAPTER 87

Chapter 87, Article XVII  –  Data Centers

87-64: Data  Centers

A. Data Centers  shall be permitted by Conditional Use  in the Rural Residential Zoning District pursuant to

the criteria set forth in Attachment 5  –  Criteria and Standards for the Rural Residential District, along with

the following:

B.  Building Façade: Any side of a building that faces a road or a zoning district that permits a residential use

must incorporate at least two of the following design elements every 150 horizontal feet. If more than two 
sides of a building meet the  facade  requirements, the facades shall be consistent in terms of design and 
materials:  
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(1) Change in building height.  

(2) Building step backs or recesses 

(3) Fenestration (arrangement, design and installation of windows and other openings in a building) 

(4) Change in building material, pattern, texture, or color 

(5) Use of accent materials.  

C. Buffering. A buffer yard of one hundred feet is required between the data center and any district that 

permits residential uses or planned residential developments. No buildings or parking areas shall be 

constructed in the buffer.  

D. Screening. Screening must be provided between accessory buildings including mechanical equipment and 

substations, and adjacent roads and properties.  Screening can be accomplished using existing vegetation that 

will remain on the property, a newly planted vegetative screen, or a fence, screen wall, panel, parapet wall or 

other opaque screen as approved by the municipality. Screening is not required where the principal building 

serves as the visual screen between accessory buildings/equipment and the adjacent roads and properties.  

E. Landscaping pursuant to the requirements set forth in Chapter 200-36, landscaping, buffering, and 

screening.  

F. Fencing. Chain-link and barbed wire are discouraged along public streets or when adjacent or residential 

uses exist.  

Chapter 200, Attachment 5 – Criteria and Standards for Rural Residential District (RR) – Add Data Centers 

pursuant to Chapter 87, Conditional Uses  

SECTION 2 - REMOVE THE USE BY RIGHT OF DATA CENTERS FROM ATTACHMENT 15 

CRITERIA AND STANDARDS FOR OFFICE COMMERCIAL (C-2), (COMMERCIAL), AND 

CRITERIA AND STANDARDS ATTACHMENT 16 GENERAL INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT (I-1).  

SECTION 3 - ADD THE CONDITIONAL USE OF DATA CENTERS TO ATTACHMENT 15 

CRITERIA AND STANDARDS FOR OFFICE COMMERCIAL (C-2), (COMMERCIAL), AND 

ATTACHMENT 16 CRITERIA AND STANDARDS FOR INDUSTRIAL ZONING DISTRICTS (I-1).  

SECTION 4 – ADD ARTICLE XVII IN CHAPTER 87  

Chapter 87, Article XVII – Data Centers  

87-64: Data Centers  

A. Data Centers shall be permitted by Conditional Use in the Office Commercial, Commercial, and 

Industrial Zoning Districts. 

D.  Building Façade: Any side of a building that faces a road or a zoning district that permits a residential 

use must incorporate at least two of the following design elements every 150 horizontal feet. If more than 

two sides of a building meet the facade requirements, the facades shall be consistent in terms of design 

and materials:  

(1) Change in building height.  
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(2) Building step backs or recesses 

(3) Fenestration (arrangement, design and installation of windows and other openings in a building) 

(4) Change in building material, pattern, texture, or color 

(5) Use of accent materials.  

E. Buffering. A buffer yard of one hundred feet is required between the data center and any district that 

permits residential uses or planned residential developments. No buildings or parking areas shall be 

constructed in the buffer.  

F. Screening. Screening must be provided between accessory buildings including mechanical equipment 

and substations, and adjacent roads and properties.  Screening can be accomplished using existing 

vegetation that will remain on the property, a newly planted vegetative screen, or a fence, screen wall, 

panel, parapet wall or other opaque screen as approved by the municipality. Screening is not required 

where the principal building serves as the visual screen between accessory buildings/equipment and the 

adjacent roads and properties.  

G. Landscaping pursuant to the requirements set forth in Chapter 200-36, landscaping, buffering, and 

screening.  

H. Fencing. Chain-link and barbed wire are discouraged along public streets or when adjacent or 

residential uses exist.  

I. Infrastructure.  

(1) Water. The applicant shall submit an analysis of raw water needs (groundwater or surface water) from 

either private or public sources, indicating quantity of water required. If the source is from a municipal 

system, the applicant shall submit documentation that the public authority will supply the water needed.  

(2) Any user requiring more than 50,000 gpd shall analyze and consider Beneficial Reuse Water as an 

alternative method of non-potable water usage.  

(3) A water feasibility study will be provided in order to determine if there is an adequate supply of water 

for the proposed data center and to estimate the impact of the data center on existing wells in the vicinity.  

(4) No data center shall be approved without sufficient water.  

(5) A Water Feasibility Study shall include the following minimum information:  

 a. Calculations of the project water needs 

 b. A geologic map of the area with a radius of at least one mile from the site.  

 c. The location of all existing and proposed wells within 1,000 feet of the site, with a notation 

of the capacity of all high-yield wells.  

 d. The location of all streams within 1,000 feet of the site and all known point sources of 

pollution 

 e. Based on geologic formations underlying the site, the long-term safe yield shall be 
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determined.  

 f. A determination of the effects of the proposed water supply system on the quantity and 

quality of water in nearby wells, streams, and the groundwater table.  

 g. Identification of how water will be recycled or released into surrounding water bodies.  

 h. A statement of the qualifications and the signatures of the person preparing the study.  

(6) The applicant shall provide proof of review and approval from the Susquehanna River Basin 

Commission (SRBC) for projects that have:  

 a. Water withdrawals of 100,000 gallons per day (gdp) or more over a 30-day average from any 

source or combination of sources within the SRBC.  

 b. Any consumptive water use of 20,000 gpd or more over a 30-day average from any water 

source.  

J. Electric.  

(1) The applicant shall submit documentation from the serving electric utility verifying available system 

capacity and identifying any required upgrades. The Township may condition approval upon: 

 (a) phased energization, 

 (b) execution of a development agreement addressing infrastructure cost responsibility, and 

 (c) installation of on-site generation or energy storage facilities sufficient to mitigate identified 

 infrastructure impacts 

SECTION7 SERVERABILITY  

If any sentence or clause, section, or part of this ordinance is found to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, 

such findings shall not affect or impair any of the remaining parts of this ordinance. It is hereby declared to 

be the intent that this ordinance would have been adopted had such part not been included.  

ENACTED AND ORDAINED, this _______ day of ________, 2026 by the College Township Council, 

Centre County, Pennsylvania.  

ATTEST:     COLLEGE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL: 

 

____________________________   _____________________________ 

Adam Brumbaugh, Secretary    Susan Trainor, Chair 
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MEMORANDUM 

To:  College Township Council      

From:   Adam Brumbaugh, Township Manager 

  

Thru:    Mike Bloom, Assistant Township Manager 

 

Re:   OB-3 – Comments on Winter Sports Weekend 

 

Date:  March 2, 2026, for March 5th meeting 

                

Background: 

At the February 19th meeting under Committee reports, Council discussed a request by the COG Public Safety Committee 

for municipalities to provide comments on the Penn State Winter Sports Weekend.  Council directed staff to prepare a 

draft list of comments for Council to review at the March 5th meeting.  

Events Summary:   

From Wednesday, January 28th through Sunday, February 1st, Penn State hosted a total of 19 events on campus. Of those 

events, 13 were held in Penn State facilities located in College Township. On both January 30th and January 31st, there 

were 4 or more events held each day in College Township. 

College Township is host for the following Penn State facilities, where sporting events or other events regularly attract 

many attendees and participants: 

• Beaver Stadium 

• Bryce Jordan Center 

• Pegula Ice Arena 

• Indoor Track Facility 

• Medlar Field 

• Ag Arena 

• Panzer Lacrosse Stadium 

• Jeffery Soccer Field 

• Beard Softball Field, and 

• Various PSU intramural fields 

 

Past Practice: 

College Township has a long history of working with Penn State, and specifically Intercollegiate Athletics (ICA), in 

managing football gameday events 7 or 8 times a year. For gameday events, there is a well-known protocol to the 

organization of permits, parking and traffic controls. This required essential coordination amongst multiple entities 

including ICA, PennDOT, Emergency Management, LifeLink, Alphas, PA State Police, State College Borough Police and 

other agencies. 
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This coordination between agencies with formal plans to handle permits, parking, traffic control and emergency response 

allows gamedays with well in excess of 100,000+ attendees to occur with minimal, unexpected or unmitigated issues that 

disrupt the daily activities within the larger community.  

Capacity: 

In addition to good coordination for football events, College Township and other Centre Region municipalities experience 

few major problems when other smaller planned events that take place at various venues on campus.  

As an example, the Bryce Jordan Center has a total capacity of approximately 16,000 seats and Pegula Ice Arena has 

capacity of approximately 6,000 seats. If sold-out events occur at both venues, the 20,000+/- attendees can typically 

maneuver in and out of their respective venues without the need for major traffic modifications. 

However, on those occasions where more than 20,000+ fans attend one or more events on campus, traffic flows slow 

considerably in the absence of a coordinated traffic plan. Existing traffic signals “run free” – operate as normal – creating 

the potential for delay and even significant backlogs of traffic.  

Depending on the number of attendees, the lack of coordinated traffic and parking contingency plans will bring vehicular 

traffic to the point of gridlock. Recent instances of major traffic disruptions occurred during the Winter Sports Weekend 

and the Luke Combs concert at Beaver Stadium.  

Future Use of Beaver Stadium: 

Once renovation of Beaver Stadium is complete in 2027, it is anticipated that ICA will look to utilize the stadium for 

significantly more events outside of the usual 7-8 football games per season. If any of those single events or combination 

of events occurring on east campus are expected to exceed 20,000 attendees, there needs to be a coordinated traffic plan, 

along with parking contingency plans, in place to avoid the type of significant traffic impacts that occurred at the 

aforementioned events.  

These plans will require direct communication with State College Borough Police, PennDOT, Alphas, College Township 

and other agencies to ensure that anticipated traffic can arrive and depart their destination in an efficient manner. Of the 

utmost importance is that these plans also provide for unfettered access to critical facilities, such as the Mount Nittany 

Medical Center.  

Said plans will also provide for reasonable contingency for weather events that result in disruptions to plans. As example, 

in the instance of a 12-inch snow event, such as occurred during the Winter Sports Weekend, there must be a workable 

plan to direct, reroute and/or detour vehicles to appropriate parking and/or transportation to the stadium. 

Impact on Emergency Response & Volunteers: 

It is also important that ICA recognize that the Centre Region and broader Centre County community has a total 

population of roughly 160,000 people. As such, aside from paid police, all emergency services – EMS and Fire response – 

are provided by community volunteers.  

Holding multiple events in a day or even multiple events over the course of several consecutive days’ stresses emergency 

response beyond capacity. Coupling a community’s stressed ability to handle emergency response, with events that do not 

have coordinated traffic & contingency plans is courting disaster.  

Requested Action:  

Council is asked to review and provide feedback on the provided comments.  

Staff will utilize Council’s feedback on these comments to prepare a letter from College Township to the COG Public 

Safety Committee in response to their request.  
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MEMORANDUM 
To: College Township Council      

From:  Adam Brumbaugh, Township Manager 

Thru: Keri Kenepp, Community & Economic Development Director 

  

Re:  NB-1 New Position – Economic Development Specialist 

 

Date: February 24, 2026, for March 5th Meeting  

                

Background:  

As part of the formation of the Community & Economic Development Department and the promotion of Keri Kenepp to 

serve as Director, the College Township Industrial Development Authority (CTIDA) evaluated its ongoing staffing needs 

and relationship with College Township. Through multiple discussions between the CTIDA Board and Township staff, it 

was determined that the Community & Economic Development Director would continue to provide high-level Executive 

Director oversight of the CTIDA as part of the new department’s responsibilities and, therefore, to support day-to-day 

operations and administrative functions, the CTIDA has requested to contract part-time services to fulfill its remaining 

administrative needs. 

Proposed New Position:  

Proposed is the creation of a part-time (25 hours per week) Economic Development Specialist position within the 

Community & Economic Development Department. The position will report directly to the Community & Economic 

Development Director and provide administrative, financial coordination, and program support to the College Township 

Industrial Development Authority (CTIDA) to advance the Township’s economic development initiatives. 

The Economic Development Specialist will play a key support role in ensuring the smooth and efficient operation of the 

CTIDA and related economic development efforts. Responsibilities will include preparation of meeting materials and 

minutes, maintenance of organized records and compliance documentation, coordination of financial processing with the 

Finance Department, grant research and reporting, stakeholder communication, and general administrative support. 

By providing structured administrative support to the Director and CTIDA, the position will strengthen organizational 

efficiency and allow senior leadership to focus on strategic initiatives, policy development, and long-range planning. This 

position is intended to enhance the CTIDA’s capacity to manage economic development programs, maintain regulatory 

and financial compliance, support board governance functions, and deliver timely communication and reporting.  

Recommendation: 

Staff is pleased to recommend the creation of the Economic Development Specialist position under the direct supervision 

of the Community & Economic Development Director.  

Included for Council’s review are the following: 

• NB-1.a. - Draft Economic Development Specialist job description. 

• NB-1.b. - Proposed modifications to 2026 Wage Range Schedule to add the position. 
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If approved, the position is expected to be filled early in 2026.  

Requested Action: 

Council is asked to approve the job description and wage range for the new Economic Development Specialist position. 
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Job Title: Economic Development Specialist (EDS) 
Department: Community and Economic Development 
Reports To: Community and Economic Development Director 
FLSA Status: Hourly, Non-Exempt 

 
Position Summary 
The Economic Development Specialist is a part-time (25 hours per week), College 
Township position that provides smooth, accurate, and efficient support of the College 
Township Industrial Development Authority (CTIDA). The EDS is responsible for producing 
timely documentation, organized records, accurate financial coordination, and effective 
stakeholder communication that collectively enhances CTIDA’s ability to deliver programs, 
manage compliance, and advance community economic development initiatives. 

 
Essential Duties & Responsibilities  

• Prepare meeting agendas and distribute prior to each meeting. 
• Ensure minutes are drafted and reviewed after each meeting.  
• Maintain and ensure all board policy and procedure documentation is updated and 

stored in an accessible, organized system.  
• Coordinate communication with College Township staff, CTIDA members, clients, 

and community stakeholders.  
• Ensure required data sets are collected and validated by established deadlines.  
• Complete monthly, quarterly, or project-specific reports in a timely manner. 
• Maintain all financial records, filings, and compliance materials in a retrievable 

system with consistent naming conventions.  
• Submit Accounts Payable/Receivable to the Finance Department. 
• Submit compliance-related filings on time. 
• Coordinate and schedule partner meetings and community updates. 
• Draft newsletters, maintain website updates, and social media posts on agreed 

timelines.  
• Update marketing materials or create new upon request or project initiation. 
• Research and summarize grant opportunities. 
• Facilitate completion of all grant applications before internal deadlines with correct 

formatting and attachments.  
• Submit grant reporting materials on schedule with no compliance issues. 
• Process new program applications from potential clients. 
• Maintain client documentation. 
• Respond to incoming inquiries from clients or potential clients. 
• Update filing systems (electronic and physical) weekly with clear structure and 

naming consistency.  
• Produce all correspondence, memos, and communications requested. 

NB-1.a. 



• Complete general administrative support tasks. 
• Performs other related tasks assigned, contributing to the overall success of the 

Community and Economic Development departmental efforts. 

 
Required Qualifications 

• Associate’s Degree (or higher) in Business / Public Administration or related field. 
• Education & Experience may be considered as a replacement for a degree. 
• Experience with Microsoft Office Suite (Excel, PowerPoint, Word, etc) 
• Possess or ability to learn QuickBooks and basic financial processing. 
• Possess or ability to learn basic data analysis and reporting skills. 
• Possess or ability to learn graphic design and/or content creation experience 
• Possess or ability to learn grant writing and grants management. 

 
Preferred Qualifications 

• Bachelor’s Degree (or higher) in relevant field. 
• Experience with economic development, non-profit administration, or government 

programs.  

 
Certifications:  

• Possession of a valid Pennsylvania driver’s license. 

 
Key Outcomes for Success 

• Delivers quality work on time, owns outcomes, and consistently meets 
expectations without needing follow-up. 

• Manages multiple projects, deadlines, and documentation with a high level of 
accuracy and structure—critical for board support, grants, filings, and program 
records. 

• Anticipates needs, solves problems independently, and keeps work moving without 
waiting for direction, especially important in a small, high-impact team. 

• Communicates clearly, professionally, and promptly with board members, 
partners, clients, and internal staff; represents the Township and CTIDA with 
credibility. 

 
Physical Demands and Work Environment 
The physical requirements listed below represent those necessary to successfully perform 
the essential functions of this position. Reasonable accommodation will be made for 
qualified individuals with disabilities in accordance with applicable laws. 
While performing the duties of this role, the employee will: 

• Regularly communicate verbally and listen attentively. 
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• Frequently use hands and fingers to handle objects, tools, or controls. 
• Occasionally stand, walk, sit, reach with arms, climb or balance, and stoop, kneel, 

crouch, or crawl. 
• Occasionally lift and/or move items weighing up to 45 pounds. 
• Maintain visual acuity sufficient for reading, writing, and computer work. 

The typical work environment is an office setting with a moderate noise level. 

 
Disclaimer 
This job description is intended to outline the general nature and level of work performed by 
individuals in this position. It is not an exhaustive list of all duties, responsibilities, and 
qualifications required. Employees may be asked to perform additional tasks as needed. 
Nothing in this document creates an employment contract, expressed or implied, other 
than an at-will employment relationship. Duties and responsibilities may be modified to 
reasonably accommodate individuals with disabilities. 

 
Acknowledgement 
The job description has been reviewed with me by my manager. I have been provided with 
the opportunity to ask questions regarding any aspect of this job description.  
 

MANAGER Print: Sign:  Date: 
EMPLOYEE Print: Sign: Date: 

 
Legal Disclaimer: The Jobs Description is intended for informational purposes only, and by 
no means should replace or substitute any governmental and/or non-governmental legal 
information or advice.  
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WAGE RANGES

MINIMUM MAXIMUM

Twp. Manager 117,974$             165,164$              

Twp. Engineer 98,158$                137,421$              
Finance Director 98,158$                137,421$              
Public Works Director 98,158$                137,421$              
Community & Economic Development Director 98,158$                137,421$              

Assistant Township Manager 85,355$                119,496$              
Assistant Twp. Engineer 85,355$                119,496$              
Principal Planner 85,355$                119,496$              

Economic Development Coordinator 85,355$                102,426$              
PW Operations & Technology Manager 69,742$                97,639$                

Road & Water Utility Superintendent 69,742$                97,639$                
Zoning Administrator 69,742$                97,639$                
Management Analyst 69,742$                97,639$                

Public Works Foreman 60,645$                84,903$                

Executive Secretary 52,735$                73,829$                
Accountant 52,735$                73,829$                
Signal Tech / Senior OEO 52,735$                73,829$                
GIS & Technology Specialist 52,735$                73,829$                
Water Laborer - Technician I      52,735$                73,829$                
PW Mechanic - Laborer 52,735$                73,829$                
Human Resource Specialist 52,735$                73,829$                
Engineering Technician 52,735$                73,829$                

Public Works Crew Leader 46,152$                64,614$                
Water Laborer - Technician II   46,152$                64,614$                
PW Road Laborer 46,152$                64,614$                

Accounting Assistant 43,955$                61,537$                
Sr. Support Speicalist - Engineering 43,955$                61,537$                
Sr. Support Speicalist - Zoning 43,955$                61,537$                

Customer Service Rep. 41,862$                58,607$                
Finance Office Assistant 41,862$                58,607$                
Admin. Communications Specialist 41,862$                58,607$                
OEO 41,862$                58,607$                

Economic Development Specialist - Part-time 26,000$               39,000$               

*Note: 2026 Proposed wage range is adjusted by BLS CPI 12-month average change calculated for November, 2025

2026 Approved
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MEMORANDUM 
To: College Township Council 

From: Amy J. Kerner, P.E., Public Works Director 

 

Thru: Adam Brumbaugh, Township Manager 

 

Re: Bellefonte Railroad Historical Society 

 Mt. Nittany Road Crossing – Proposed Crossing Work 

 

Date: February 25, 2026 

               

Mr. Richard Poletto, volunteer for the Bellefonte Railroad Historical Society has submitted the attached 

information regarding proposed construction at the Mt. Nittany Road Railroad Crossing in Lemont, 

slated for the week of April 6, 2026.   

 

Included in the information is a request for assistance from College Township in the form of labor, 

equipment and materials.  Specifically, the Township has been asked: 

  

 1. To permit the closure of Mt. Nittany Road for three (3) days.  Since school will still be in 

session, coordination regarding the detour will be communicated to the school district. 

 2. To provide a dump truck and driver for three (3) days. 

 3. To provide a backhoe and operator for three (3) days. 

 4. To haul away the old ballast, pavement, etc.  Assumption is that all waste can be sent to a 

clean fill site.  Costs associated with other means of disposal have not been estimated. 

 5. To repave the crossing once the work is completed. 

 

Staff has researched the estimated costs based on previous projects and current charge rates.  Below is a 

summary of the associated costs with each portion of the project: 

 

 Road Closure and Detour $1,500 

 Driver and Single-axle Dump Truck (8 hrs for 3 days @ $101/hr) $2,424 

 Operator and Backhoe (8 hrs for 3 days @ $109/hr) $2,616 

 Hauling Costs – (assume 4 loads @ $35/load) $140 

 Asphalt (25mm Base Course – 9 ton @ $67.35/ton $606 

 Asphalt (9.5 mm Wearing Course – 5 ton @ $80.35/ton $400 

  Estimated Cost $7,546 
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Staff has discussed upcoming spring work and determined that this project could be scheduled for the 

week of April 6th, barring any inclement weather. 

 

Council is asked to review this information and provide direction regarding: 

 1.  Permission to close the road and establish a detour for three (3) days. 

 2.  Expenditure of staff and resources, as requested. 
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INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
State College Borough Delinquency 

 
The unpaid balance for the State College Borough is $4,530,339.87.  
 
 

ACTION ITEMS 
2.  Approval of the Minutes 
  
3. Public Comment 
 

3.1  Other items not on the agenda 
 
4. Old Business  
 
 4.1 Biosolids Financial Status and Projected Start-up Schedule Presentation 
 

The Biosolids Project is entering the start-up phase. Many meetings have been held to discuss the start 
up of the entire system, breaking it down into a detailed sequence. In addition, the financial projections 
have been updated to reflect the current and projected project change orders.  

 
 Recommendation: Presentation, no action anticipated. 

 
5. New Business 
  

 5.1  Change Order No. 13 Contract 2022-01 Quandel Construction  
 
The Quandel CO is comprised of several items. The larger items are related to ductwork on the Dryer 
and the inbound scale for the facility. For the ductwork, there was significantly more ductwork on the 
final unit than was shown in the bidding documents by Veolia. The ductwork was modified and 
optimized by the team and UAJA was given credit for the previously shown materials. However, there 
are some additional ducts and footage, and this CO finalizes those costs.   

 
For the scale, the Contractor proposed a deck scale that had less construction cost but required 
significantly more long-term operations costs and increased risks related to truck rollover. We asserted 
for an at grade scale that reduced those risks and long-term costs, but it required more excavation and 
rock was encountered. As this was an undefined item, we negotiated that the Authority should only be 
partly responsible for the change as the Contractor could have confirmed prior to work beginning. As 
such, this CO is only for a portion of the costs for the scale foundation installation.   
 
The total amount of this change order is a net increase of $151,548.00 

   
Recommendation: Approve Change Order No. 13, Contract 2022-01, for a net increase of $151,548.00. 

 
5.2 Change Order No. 10 Contract 2022-04 Hayden Power Group 

  
This change order captures two work change directives previously issued: Adding two heaters to the 
new garage and relocating the disconnects for the gas compressors to address Code review comments.  
The total amount of this change order is an increase of $21,480.65 
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 Recommendation: Approve Change order No. 10, Contract 2022-04, for a net increase of $21,480.65. 
 

          5.3   Requisitions  
    

BRIF #1061   East End Sales                                $5,970.00 
    Flat Bed & Box Trailer Down Payment  
 
BRIF #1062   Hite Company             $27,696.37 
    Persia Pump Station/Booster Station Parts 
 
BRIF #1063   Xylem Water Solutions                   $1,575.00 
    Persia Pump Project (Misc. Materials) 
 
BRIF #1064   HRG                              $800.00 
    Reuse Water Tank Maintenance Project 
 
BRIF #1065   Cooper Electric         $470.41 
    Persia Pump Station Project (Misc. Materials) 

 
BRIF #1066   Spartan Composites                             $21,520.00 
    Composite Mats 
    
TOTAL BRIF-                                             $58,031.78 
 

 
Construction Fund #055 Hillis-Carnes Engineering        $175.00 

      Sludge Drying Project- Inspection 
 

Construction Fund #056 Quandel Construction Group                     $469,840.07 
                            Pay App. #26- Sludge Drying Project-General 
                         

Construction Fund #057 Myco Mechanical                           $62,271.55 
                            Pay App. #16- Sludge Drying Project-Plumbing 
  
                        Construction Fund #058 Myco Mechanical                           $19,333.48 
                            Pay App. #21- Sludge Drying Project-HVAC 
 

Construction Fund #059 Hayden Power Group                           $530,577.58 
                            Pay App. #22- Sludge Drying Project-Electrical 

 
TOTAL 2025 CONSTRUCTION FUND (Biosolids)-                                   $1,082,197.68 

 
 

Revenue Fund #225  Debt Service, Operation and                  $1,000,000.00 
               Maintenance Expenses 
 
TOTAL REVENUE FUND-                     $1,000,000.00 

 
6.         Reports of Officers 
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7. Other Business 
 
8. Adjournment 
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Independent Auditor’s Report

Board of Directors
Centre Area Transportation Authority

Report on the Audit of the Financial Statements

Opinion

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the business-type activities of the Centre Area 
Transportation Authority (Authority), as of and for the years ended June 30, 2025 and 2024, and the 
related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the Authority’s basic financial 
statements as listed in the table of contents.

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the Authority, as of June 30, 2025 and 2024, and the changes in financial position, 
and cash flows thereof for the years then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America.

Basis for Opinion

We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Our responsibilities under those standards are 
further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements section of our 
report. We are required to be independent of the Authority and to meet our other ethical responsibilities 
in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements relating to our audits. We believe that the audit 
evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion.

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, and for the 
design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair 
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error.

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are conditions 
or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Authority's ability to 
continue as a going concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement date, including any 
currently known information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter.
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Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that 
includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance and 
therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards and Government Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. 
The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting 
from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the 
override of internal control. Misstatements are considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, 
individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user based on 
the financial statements.

In performing an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government 
Auditing Standards, we:

Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.
Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due 
to fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such 
procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures in 
the financial statements.
Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the Authority's internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is 
expressed.
Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant 
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the
financial statements.
Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, 
that raise substantial doubt about the Authority's ability to continue as a going concern for a 
reasonable period of time.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, 
the planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control related 
matters that we identified during the audit.

Required Supplementary Information

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the required 
supplementary information listed in the table of contents be presented to supplement the basic financial 
statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and, although not a part of the basic 
financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to 
be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate 
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operational, economic, or historical context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the required 
supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the information 
and comparing the information for consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic 
financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audits of the basic financial 
statements. We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the 
limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any 
assurance.

Supplementary Information

Our audits were conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that 
collectively comprise the Authority’s basic financial statements. The supplementary information listed in 
the table of contents and the schedule of expenditures of federal awards, as required by Title 2 U.S. Code 
of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Federal Awards are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required 
part of the basic financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and was 
derived from and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic
financial statements. The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit 
of the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling 
such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic 
financial statements or to the basic financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, 
the supplementary information is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the basic financial 
statements as a whole.

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated January 26, 
2026, on our consideration of the Authority’s internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of 
its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other 
matters. The purpose of that report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over 
financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the Authority’s internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is 
an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering 
the Authority’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance.

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
January 26, 2026

Maher Duessel 
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CENTRE AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS

JUNE 30, 2025

i

The following Management’s Discussion and Analysis of the Centre Area Transportation 
Authority’s (Authority) financial performance provides an introduction to the Authority’s basic 
financial statements for the fiscal years ended June 30, 2025 and 2024.  Please read it in 
conjunction with the Authority's financial statements.

Authority Activities and Highlights

• The Authority's net position decreased by $3,106,153, or 5.71% for the year ended June 
30, 2025, compared to an increase of $1,785,661, or 3.39% for the year ended June 30, 
2024, and a decrease of $1,839,476, or 3.38% for the year ended June 30, 2023.

• The Authority's operating revenues decreased $251,960, or 3.37%, and operating 
expenses, including depreciation, decreased $175,050, or 0.67% for the year ended June 
30, 2025, as compared to 2024 where operating revenues increased by 4.44% and 
operating expenses, including depreciation, increased by 8.61%. Passenger fares 
account for the decrease in revenues.  The primary reasons for the decrease in 
operating expenditures include:

o Increase in salaries and wages as well as employee benefit costs of $538,608
based on the current representative employee agreement, board approved non-
represented wage increases and increases in benefits costs from vendor 
providers. This increase was offset by the following:

o Decrease in purchased transportation of $538,144 resulting from a decrease in 
ridership in 2025 as compared to 2024.

o Decrease in depreciation expense of $370,874 resulting from capital assets being 
fully depreciated in the prior year.

• The Authority provided approximately 4,902,707 trips and recorded 1,261,389 total 
revenue miles during the year ended June 30, 2025 in fixed route service.  Demand 
responsive paratransit service and micro-transit accounted for an additional 52,677 trips 
and 337,477 revenue miles, and commuter services provided 50,119 trips and 263,809
revenue miles.

• Operational highlights for the year ended June 30, 2025 include the Authority reducing 
its active fleet by 23 fixed route buses to meet the required Federal 
Transit Agency spare ration.  Ten of these buses were transferred to LA  County Metro 
for support of the 2028 Summer Olympics.  The remainder of the 23 buses were placed 
in a contingency fleet to respond to local and state emergency transportation requests.  
An additional five buses will be sold through public auction.  CATA received a capital 
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A condensed summary of the Authority's statement of net position is presented below at June 
30:

2025 2024 2023

Assets

Current and other assets 33,344,048$      29,317,704$      25,944,051$      
Capital assets 51,940,765        55,680,734        53,338,803        

   Total Assets 85,284,813        84,998,438        79,282,854        

Liabilities

Current liabilities 33,410,922        29,994,718        26,129,958        
Noncurrent liabilities 549,954             573,630             508,467             

   Total Liabilities 33,960,876        30,568,348        26,638,425        

Net Position

Investment in capital assets 51,846,860        55,680,734        53,338,803        
Unrestricted (522,923)            (1,250,644)         (694,374)            

   Total Net Position 51,323,937$      54,430,090$      52,644,429$      

By far the largest portion of the Authority's net position reflects in its investment in capital 
assets (e.g., land, construction-in-process, buildings, vehicles, and equipment).  The Authority 
receives capital grant funding from the federal, state, and local governments to acquire these 
capital assets.  Therefore, certain restrictions are placed on their disposal.  The Authority uses 
these capital assets to support and provide public transportation services.  For this reason, and 
due to the restrictions placed on the disposal of these capital assets, these assets are not 
available for future spending.
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Changes in Revenues and Expenses - A condensed summary of the Authority's statement of 
revenues, expenses, and changes in net position is presented below for the years ended June 
30:

2025 2024 2023

Operating Revenues:
Passenger fares 6,881,599$        6,997,372$        6,717,503$        
Grant subsidized fares 147,661             178,805             157,237             
Other operating revenues 186,321             291,364             275,542             

Total operating revenues 7,215,581          7,467,541          7,150,282          

Operating Expenses:
Salaries and wages 10,790,715        10,174,168        9,601,403          
Fringe benefits 4,318,687          4,396,626          3,526,618          
Purchased transportation 2,160,806          2,698,950          2,309,550          
Depreciation 4,477,029          4,847,883          4,392,939          
Other operating expenses 4,290,556          4,095,216          4,303,488          

Total operating expenses 26,037,793        26,212,843        24,133,998        

Operating Income (Loss) (18,822,212)      (18,745,302)      (16,983,716)      

Nonoperating Revenues (Expenses):
Federal government 4,128,191          5,859,909          10,171,404        
State government 8,462,406          6,409,242          1,373,640          
Local government 813,305             774,576             737,691             
Interest income 941,281             853,692             308,515             
Interest expense -                          -                          (473)                    

Total nonoperating revenues (expenses) 14,345,183        13,897,419        12,590,777        

Capital Grant Funding 1,370,876          6,633,544          2,553,463          

Change in Net Position (3,106,153)$      1,785,661$        (1,839,476)$      

The Authority is dependent on federal, state, and local governments to fund its operations.  The 
funding received from these entities is included in nonoperating revenues.

The Authority's major expenses are salaries and wages and fringe benefits.  Operating revenues 
consist primarily of passenger fares, over half of which represent income from contracts with 
apartment complexes and Penn State to purchase free-fare transportation for specified 
passenger groups or on specific routes. 
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2025 2024

Current assets:
Cash and cash equivalents 31,445,812$     26,605,454$     
Accounts receivable 1,137,755         900,391             
Grants receivable 299,026             1,046,041         
Inventory - parts 319,828             334,661             
Prepaid expenses 141,627             431,157             

Total current assets 33,344,048       29,317,704       

Capital assets:
Non-depreciable 340,700             340,700             
Depreciable, net of accumulated depreciation 51,600,065       55,340,034       

Total capital assets, net 51,940,765       55,680,734       

Total Assets 85,284,813       84,998,438       

Current liabilities:
Accounts payable 1,141,019         880,867             
Accrued payroll expenses 366,980             288,854             
Current portion of compensated absences 299,039             -                          
Unearned revenue 31,603,884       28,824,997       

Total current liabilities 33,410,922       29,994,718       

Noncurrent liabilities:
Compensated absences 549,954             573,630             

Total noncurrent liabilities 549,954             573,630             

Total Liabilities 33,960,876       30,568,348       

Net investment in capital assets 51,846,860       55,680,734       
Unrestricted (522,923)           (1,250,644)        

Total Net Position 51,323,937$     54,430,090$     

Net Position

CENTRE AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

STATEMENTS OF NET POSITION

JUNE 30, 2025 AND 2024

Assets

Liabilities

The notes to basic financial statements are an integral part of this statement.

1
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2025 2024
Operating Revenues:

Passenger fares 4,320,915$              4,539,304$              
Organization-paid fares 2,560,684                2,458,068                
State Shared Ride Program 147,661                   178,805                   
Advertising 172,547                   200,000                   
Miscellaneous income 13,774                      91,364                      

Total operating revenues 7,215,581                7,467,541                

Operating Expenses:
Salaries and wages 10,790,715              10,174,168              
Fringe benefits 4,318,687                4,396,626                
Services 1,671,693                1,512,919                
Fuel and lubricants 661,031                   677,768                   
Tires and tubes 81,149                      71,399                      
Other material and supplies 784,564                   912,638                   
Utilities 399,426                   306,842                   
Casualty and liability 396,129                   270,968                   
Purchased transportation 2,160,806                2,698,950                
Miscellaneous expense 296,564                   342,682                   
Depreciation 4,477,029                4,847,883                

Total operating expenses 26,037,793              26,212,843              

Operating Income (Loss) (18,822,212)            (18,745,302)            

Non-operating Revenues (Expenses):
Government subsidies:

Federal government 4,128,191                5,859,909                
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Act 44 funds 8,462,406                6,409,242                
Local governments Act 44 matching funds 813,305                   774,576                   

Total government subsidies for operations 13,403,902              13,043,727              

Interest income 941,281                   853,692                   

Total non-operating revenues (expenses) 14,345,183              13,897,419              

Income (loss) before capital grant funding (4,477,029)               (4,847,883)               

Capital grant funding:
Federal -                                29,519                      
State 1,326,609                6,413,945                
Local 44,267                      190,080                   

Total capital grant funding 1,370,876                6,633,544                

Net Income (Loss) (3,106,153)               1,785,661                

Net Position:
Beginning of year 54,430,090              52,644,429              

End of year 51,323,937$            54,430,090$            

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2025 AND 2024

AND CHANGES IN NET POSITION 
STATEMENTS OF REVENUES, EXPENSES, 

CENTRE AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

The notes to basic financial statements are an integral part of this statement.
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CENTRE AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2025 AND 2024

4

1. Reporting Entity 

The Centre Area Transportation Authority (Authority) was created on May 17, 1974 by the 
Borough of State College under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Municipality 
Authorities Act of 1945, P.L. 382, as amended, for the purpose of providing public 
transportation within Centre County.  In February 1982, the Authority was reorganized as a 
joint authority by the Borough of State College and the Townships of College, Ferguson, 
Harris, and Patton.  The Authority is governed by a five-member board, with one board 
member appointed by each of the participating municipalities.

Under provisions of accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of 
America (GAAP), the criteria used by the Authority to evaluate its inclusion as a component 
unit of the participating municipalities are financial accountability and the nature and 
significance of the relationship.  Accordingly, the Authority is excluded as a component unit 
of the participating municipalities in their respective financial statements.  

The Authority provides standard bus service on fixed routes, vanpool services, and door-to-
door transportation services to the general public and to qualifying elderly and disabled
persons at special fares.

The Authority is funded by a combination of passenger fares, other operating revenues, and 
federal, state, and local operating and capital grants.

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Basis of Accounting

The activities of the Authority are presented as an Enterprise Fund because the operations 
are financed and operated in a manner similar to private business enterprises, where the 
intent of the governing body is that the costs of providing goods or services to the general 
public on a continuing basis be financed or recovered primarily through user charges and 
grant revenues.  

The financial statements are reported using the economic resources measurement focus 
and the accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recorded when earned and expenses are 
recorded when a liability is incurred, regardless of timing of related cash flows.  Grants and 
similar items are recognized as revenues as soon as all eligibility requirements imposed by 
the provider have been met.
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CENTRE AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2025 AND 2024
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Use of Estimates

The preparation of financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America requires management to make estimates and 
assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities, and disclosure of 
contingent assets and liabilities, at the date of the financial statements and the reported 
amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ 
from those estimates.

Cash and Cash Equivalents 

For purposes of reporting cash flows, the Authority considers all cash accounts, which are 
not subject to withdrawal restrictions or penalties, and all highly liquid debt investments 
purchased with a maturity of three months or less to be cash and cash equivalents.

Accounts Receivable

All accounts receivable are shown net of an allowance for uncollectibles, as applicable. 
Accounts receivable in excess of 90 days are evaluated for collectability and an allowance is 
established, as deemed necessary, based on the best information available and in an 
amount that management believes is adequate.  Accounts receivable are written off when 
deemed uncollectible. Recoveries of accounts receivable previously written off are recorded 
when received.  The allowance as of June 30, 2025 and 2024 was $0.

Inventory and Prepaid Expenses

Inventory is valued at the lower of cost or market on a first-in, first-out basis method.

Certain payments to vendors reflect costs applicable to future accounting periods and are 
recorded as prepaid expenses.
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CENTRE AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2025 AND 2024
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Capital Assets

Capital assets include property, plant, and equipment with a cost in excess of $500 and a 
useful life greater than one year and are recorded at historical cost and depreciated utilizing 
the straight-line method over their estimated useful lives as follows:

Buildings 10 to 45 years
Revenue vehicles and equipment 4 to 12 years
Service vehicles and equipment 5 to 10 years
Shop and garage equipment 10 to 15 years
Furniture and office equipment 4 to 15 years
Miscellaneous revenue equipment 5 to 12 years

The cost of maintenance and repairs of capital assets that do not add value to the asset or 
materially extend asset lives are expensed when incurred. Upon retirement, sale, or 
disposition of capital assets, the cost and accumulated depreciation are eliminated from the 
accounts. Upon the sale of capital assets, the proceeds, net of disposal costs, may be 
required to be returned to the various funding sources that initially funded the acquisition 
of these items.

Compensated Absences

The Authority recognizes a liability for compensated absences for leave time that (1) has 
been earned for services previously rendered by employees, (2) accumulates and is allowed 
to be carried over to subsequent years, and (3) is more likely than not to be used as time off 
or settled (for example, paid in cash to the employee or payment to an employee flex 
spending account) during or upon separation from employment. Based on the criteria 
listed, two types of leave qualify for liability recognition for compensated absences –
vacation and sick. 

Vacation

The Authority’s policy permits employees to accumulate earned but unused vacation leave, 
up to 400 hours, which are eligible for payment at the employee’s current pay rate upon 
separation from employment.
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CENTRE AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2025 AND 2024
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Sick Leave

The Authority’s policy permits employees to accumulate earned but unused sick leave on an 
unlimited basis. All sick leave lapses when employees leave the employment of the 
Authority. A liability for estimated value of sick leave that will be used by employees as time 
off is included in the liability for compensated absences.

Compensated absences activity for the years ended June 30, 2025 and 2024 was as follows:

2025 2024

Beginning balance 573,630$           508,467$           

Additions 1,977,767          1,404,130          
Reductions (1,702,404)         (1,338,967)         

Ending balance 848,993$           573,630$           

Operating and Non-Operating Revenues and Expenses

Operating revenues (consisting mainly of passenger fares and fares paid by organizations) 
and expenses consist of those revenues and expenses that result from ongoing principal 
operations of the Authority.  Non-operating revenues and expenses consist of grants 
provided by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT), various local sources, and those revenues relating to capital 
items and interest income.

The principal operating revenues of the Authority are charges to an organization paying on 
behalf of customers for transportation services.  Operating expenses include the cost of 
providing transportation services, administrative expenses, and depreciation on capital 
assets.  All revenues and expenses not meeting this definition are reported as nonoperating 
revenues and expenses.  The principal nonoperating revenues of the Authority are 
operating and capital grants from the federal, state, and local governments and interest 
income.  The principal nonoperating expenses are interest expense and losses on the 
disposal of capital assets.

Revenue, Grants Receivable, and Unearned Revenue

Passenger fares are recorded as revenue at the time services are performed.  
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2025 AND 2024
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The FTA, PennDOT, and various local sources provide financial assistance and make grants 
directly to the Authority for operation, acquisition of property and equipment, and other 
capital related expenditures.  Grants and contributions are recorded as revenue when all 
applicable eligibility requirements are met.  

Unearned revenue consists primarily of grant funds received prior to incurring eligible 
expenditures.  

Net Position

Net position is classified into three categories as follows:

Net investment in capital assets – This component of net position consists of capital 
assets, net of accumulated depreciation, reduced by the outstanding balances of bonds, 
mortgages, notes, or other borrowings that are attributable to the acquisition, 
construction, or improvement of those assets.  

Restricted – This component of net position consists of constraints placed on net 
position use through external restrictions.  

Unrestricted – The component of net position consists of net position that does not 
meet the definition of “restricted” or “net investment in capital assets.”

When both restricted and unrestricted resources are available for use, it is the Authority’s 
policy to use restricted resources first, then unrestricted resources as they are needed.

Adopted Pronouncements 

The following GASB Statements were adopted for the year ended June 30, 2025: Statement 
Nos. 101 (Compensated Absences) and 102 (Certain Risk Disclosures). These statements 
had no significant impact on the Authority’s financial statements for the year ended June 
30, 2025.

Pending Pronouncements

GASB has issued statements that will become effective in future years including
Statement Nos. 103 (Financial Reporting Model Improvements) and 104 (Disclosure of Certain 
Capital Assets). Management has not yet determined the impact of these statements on the
financial statements.
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2025 AND 2024
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3. Deposits

Pennsylvania statutes provide for investment of governmental funds into certain authorized 
investment types including U.S. Treasury bills, other short-term U.S. and Pennsylvania 
government obligations, short-term commercial paper issued by a public corporation, 
banker’s acceptances, insured or collateralized time deposits, and certificates of deposit.  
Statutes do not prescribe regulations related to demand deposits; however, they do allow 
pooling of governmental funds for investment.  There were no Authority deposit 
transactions during the years that were in violation of the state statutes.

The following is a description of the Authority’s deposit and investment risks: 

Custodial credit risk is the risk that in the event of a bank failure, the Authority’s 
deposits may not be returned to it. The Authority has a deposit policy for custodial risk 
that requires depository institutions to pledge securities as collateral for deposits that 
exceed depository insurance. As of June 30, 2025 and 2024, $31,147,999 and 
$26,533,232 of the Authority’s bank balance of $31,397,999 and $26,783,232, 
respectively, was exposed to custodial credit risk but was collateralized in accordance 
with Act 72 of the Pennsylvania state legislature, which requires the institution to pool 
collateral for all governmental deposits and have the collateral held by an approved 
custodian in the institution's name. These deposits have carrying amounts of 
$31,445,812 and $26,605,454, respectively, at June 30, 2025 and 2024.  

4. Grants Receivable

At June 30, 2025 and 2024, grants receivable consisted of the following: 

2025 2024
Federal Transit Administration:

Operating grant 7,969$                  785,805$              
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation:

Capital grant 253,750                231,003                
Shared-Ride Program 37,307                  29,233                  

299,026$              1,046,041$          

SI-2 
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YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2025 AND 2024
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5. Capital Assets

A summary of changes in capital assets is as follows for the year ended June 30, 2025:

Balance at Additions/ Deletions/ Balance at
July 1, 2024 Transfers Transfers June 30, 2025

Capital assets not being depreciated:
Land 340,700$          -$                     -$                     340,700$          

Total capital assets, not being depreciated 340,700            -                       -                       340,700            

Capital assets being depreciated:
Buildings 40,581,340      -                       -                       40,581,340      
Revenue vehicles and equipment 47,455,769      120,439          (660,192)        46,916,016      
Service vehicles and equipment 687,083            35,546            (16,078)           706,551            
Shop and garage equipment 612,235            47,113            -                       659,348            
Furniture and office equipment 1,816,348         222,202          (1,579)             2,036,971         
Miscellaneous revenue equipment 1,242,975         311,760          -                       1,554,735         

Total capital assets being depreciated 92,395,750      737,060          (677,849)        92,454,961      

Less accumulated depreciation for:
Buildings 6,719,103         1,146,212      -                       7,865,315         
Revenue vehicles and equipment 27,044,591      3,012,627      (660,192)        29,397,026      
Service vehicles and equipment 687,083            42,264            (16,078)           713,269            
Shop and garage equipment 490,930            35,827            -                       526,757            
Furniture and office equipment 1,637,427         133,323          (1,579)             1,769,171         
Miscellaneous revenue equipment 476,582            106,776          -                       583,358            

Total accumulated depreciation 37,055,716      4,477,029      (677,849)        40,854,896      

Total capital assets being depreciated, net 55,340,034      (3,739,969)     -                       51,600,065      

Total capital assets, net 55,680,734$    (3,739,969)$   -$                     51,940,765$    
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2025 AND 2024
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A summary of changes in capital assets is as follows for the year ended June 30, 2024:

Balance at Additions/ Deletions/ Balance at
July 1, 2023 Transfers Transfers June 30, 2024

Capital assets not being depreciated:
Land 340,700$          -$                     -$                     340,700$          

Total capital assets, not being depreciated 340,700            -                       -                       340,700            

Capital assets being depreciated:
Buildings 40,456,100      125,240          -                       40,581,340      
Revenue vehicles and equipment 40,907,575      6,775,745      (227,551)        47,455,769      
Service vehicles and equipment 687,083            -                       -                       687,083            
Shop and garage equipment 598,514            14,694            (973)                612,235            
Furniture and office equipment 1,809,719         6,629              -                       1,816,348         
Miscellaneous revenue equipment 975,469            267,506          -                       1,242,975         

Total capital assets being depreciated 85,434,460      7,189,814      (228,524)        92,395,750      

Less accumulated depreciation for:
Buildings 5,483,849         1,235,254      -                       6,719,103         
Revenue vehicles and equipment 23,901,058      3,371,084      (227,551)        27,044,591      
Service vehicles and equipment 635,883            51,200            -                       687,083            
Shop and garage equipment 459,728            32,175            (973)                490,930            
Furniture and office equipment 1,531,458         105,969          -                       1,637,427         
Miscellaneous revenue equipment 424,381            52,201            -                       476,582            

Total accumulated depreciation 32,436,357      4,847,883      (228,524)        37,055,716      

Total capital assets being depreciated, net 52,998,103      2,341,931      -                       55,340,034      

Total capital assets, net 53,338,803$    2,341,931$    -$                     55,680,734$    

6. Line of Credit 

The Authority has a $5,000,000 unsecured line of credit with a bank of which $0 was 
outstanding at June 30, 2025 and 2024.  Interest is accrued on the outstanding balance at 
SOFR plus 2.50% (6.98% and 7.99% at June 30, 2025 and 2024, respectively).   
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7. Unearned Revenue 

In July 2007, the Pennsylvania legislature enacted Act 44, which provides a dedicated source 
of funding for public transportation. Funding under Act 44 is to be used for operating 
purposes and requires certain levels of local government support.  Funds not expended in 
the year of receipt can be carried forward for future operating expenses.  Act 44 was 
amended by Act 89 of 2013.  

At June 30, 2025 and 2024, unearned revenues consisted of the following: 

2025 2024

Act 44/89 - operating 29,610,687$     27,040,220$     
Local match funds - operating 88,199               2,863                  
Local match funds - capital 573,024             508,861             
Other unearned revenue - capital 959,134             895,353             
Vanpool 344,489             344,489             
Passes 28,351               33,211               

   Total 31,603,884$     28,824,997$     

8. Defined Contribution Plans

The Authority provides pension benefits for its employees through a defined contribution 
money purchase plan. In a defined contribution plan, benefits depend solely on amounts 
contributed to the plan plus investment earnings.  Employees who have 12 months of entry 
service are eligible to participate.  The Authority contributes an amount equal to 8% of each 
covered employee's annual compensation. Employees who are active members are 
required to make contributions equal to 4% of covered compensation. The Authority's 
contributions for each employee (and interest allocated to the employee's account) are 
partially vested between three and six years of service and become fully vested after seven 
years of service.  Authority contributions for and interest forfeited by employees are used 
to reduce the Authority's current period contribution requirement.  The Authority's 
contributions of $646,943 and $601,626 were charged to operations for the years ended 
June 30, 2025 and 2024, respectively. Employee contributions for the years ended June 30, 
2025 and 2024 were $428,179 and $305,968, respectively.
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Deferred Compensation Plan

Employees of the Authority may participate in a deferred compensation plan (plan) adopted 
under the provisions of Internal Revenue Code Section 457 (deferred compensation plans 
with respect to service for state and local governments), which is considered a defined 
contribution pension plan.  As part of its fiduciary role, the Authority has an obligation of 
due care in selecting the third-party administrator.  The plan is available to all employees of 
the Authority.  Under the plan, employees may elect to defer a portion of their salaries and 
avoid paying taxes on the deferred portion until the withdrawal date.  During 2025 and 
2024, the employee contributions were $127,343 and $64,031, respectively. 

9. Risk Management

The Authority is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, damage to, and 
destruction of assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters.

The Authority has joined together with other transit organizations in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania to form the State Association for Transportation Insurance (SAFTI) Property & 
Liability Pool and the SAFTI Workers’ Compensation Pool, public entity risk pools currently 
operating as common risk management and insurance programs.  The Authority pays 
annual premiums to the SAFTI Property & Liability Pool for its property; general liability; 
automobile liability; automobile physical damage; crime, boiler, and machinery; and public 
officials' errors and omissions insurance coverage. It also pays annual premiums to the 
SAFTI Workers’ Compensation Pool for its workers’ compensation insurance coverage. The 
agreement for formation of the Pools provides that the SAFTI Property & Liability Pool and 
SAFTI Workers’ Compensation Pool will be self-sustaining through member premiums and 
will reinsure through commercial companies for claims in excess of certain amounts 
specified for each type of coverage.  In the event annual premiums are not sufficient to 
fund operations or obligations of the Pools, additional supplementary premiums may be 
assessed to members on a pro rata basis.  Premiums paid to the SAFTI Property & Liability 
Pool and charged to operations during the years ended June 30, 2025 and 2024 amounted 
to $365,608 and $381,293, respectively. Premiums paid to the SAFTI Workers’ 
Compensation Pool and charged to operations during the years ended June 30, 2025 and 
2024 amounted to $144,192 and $182,958, respectively, which was net of premium refunds 
in the amounts of $89,952 and $101,652, respectively.

The Authority carries commercial insurance for other risks of loss, including employee 
health and accident insurance.
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For the years ended June 30, 2025, 2024 and 2023, there has been no significant reduction 
in insurance coverage from coverage in the prior years.  Settled claims have not exceeded 
the insurance coverage purchased for the years ended June 30, 2025, 2024 and 2023.

10. Commitments and Contingencies

A significant portion of the Authority's support is received from federal, state, and local 
governments in the form of operating and capital grant assistance.  A significant reduction 
in the level of this support would have a material effect on the Authority's operations. In 
addition, the disbursement of funds received under such programs generally requires 
compliance with terms and conditions specified in the contract agreements and are subject 
to audit by grantor agencies.  Any disallowed costs resulting from such audits could become 
a liability of the Authority.  The amount, if any, of expenditures that may be disallowed by 
the granting agencies cannot be determined at this time.  The Authority’s management 
expects such amounts, if any, to be immaterial.

In the normal course of business, the Authority is involved in various legal proceedings. In 
the opinion of management, any liability resulting from such proceedings would not have a 
material adverse effect on the financial statements.
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Expenses (FY 24-25)

Service Mode: Bus (MB)

Vehicle 
Operation

Vehicle 
Maintenance

Facility 
Maintenance General Admin Totals

Operating Expenses
Operators' Salaries and Wages (5011) 4,795,784$    -$                     -$                     -$                     4,795,784$    
Operators' Paid Absences (5012) 786,302          -                       -                       -                       786,302          
Other Salaries and Wages (5013) 607,581          1,436,936       353,527          1,338,220       3,736,264       
Other Paid Absences (5014) 111,356          333,971          55,589            355,022          855,938          
Fringe Benefits (5015) 2,834,869       547,778          140,792          518,699          4,042,138       
Services (5020) 14,511            62,119            26,503            1,456,616       1,559,749       
Fuel and Lubricants (5031) 452,899          25,225            -                       -                       478,124          
Tires and Tubes (5032) 69,019            1,688              -                       -                       70,707            
Other Materials and Supplies (5039) 1,203              395,557          171,929          117,787          686,476          
Utilities (5040) -                       -                       -                       353,563          353,563          
Casualty and Liability Costs (5050) -                       -                       -                       390,832          390,832          
Taxes (5060) -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       
Purchased Transportation Expenses (5100) -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       
Miscellaneous Expenses (5090) 50,528            26,706            -                       185,129          262,363          

Total System Expenses 9,724,052$    2,829,980$    748,340$        4,715,868$    18,018,240$  
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Expenses (FY 24-25)

Service Mode: Demand Response (DR)

Vehicle 
Operation

Vehicle 
Maintenance

Facility 
Maintenance General Admin Totals

Operating Expenses
Operators' Salaries and Wages (5011) -$                     -$                     -$                     -$                     -$                     
Operators' Paid Absences (5012) -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       
Other Salaries and Wages (5013) 298,769          49,363            10,442            132,851          491,425          
Other Paid Absences (5014) 54,086            21,048            3,131               21,730            99,995            
Fringe Benefits (5015) 153,213          55,522            8,540               40,183            257,458          
Services (5020) -                       -                       -                       98,349            98,349            
Fuel and Lubricants (5031) 182,825          -                       -                       -                       182,825          
Tires and Tubes (5032) 10,442            -                       -                       -                       10,442            
Other Materials and Supplies (5039) -                       38,946            -                       56,578            95,524            
Utilities (5040) -                       -                       -                       42,085            42,085            
Casualty and Liability Costs (5050) -                       -                       -                       4,624               4,624               
Taxes (5060) -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       
Purchased Transportation Expenses (5100) 2,111,617       -                       -                       -                       2,111,617       
Miscellaneous Expenses (5090) 12,513            7,523               -                       12,891            32,927            

Total System Expenses 2,823,465$     172,402$        22,113$          409,291$        3,427,271$     

Demand Response Service Type
Service Types Amount

ADA Expenses (5910.00) 1,283,489$     
General Public Expenses (5919.01) 527,713          
Microtransit Expenses (5919.02) 1,622,884       

Total 3,434,086$     
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Expenses (FY 24-25)

Service Mode: Vanpool (VP)

Vehicle 
Operation

Vehicle 
Maintenance

Facility 
Maintenance General Admin Totals

Operating Expenses
Operators' Salaries and Wages (5011) -$                     -$                     -$                     -$                     -$                     
Operators' Paid Absences (5012) -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       
Other Salaries and Wages (5013) 3,696               3,289               5,176               10,644            22,805            
Other Paid Absences (5014) -                       -                       -                       2,202               2,202               
Fringe Benefits (5015) 1,357               10,776            2,597               4,361               19,091            
Services (5020) -                       613                  21                    12,961            13,595            
Fuel and Lubricants (5031) -                       82                    -                       -                       82                    
Tires and Tubes (5032) -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       
Other Materials and Supplies (5039) -                       2,238               55                    271                  2,564               
Utilities (5040) -                       -                       -                       3,778               3,778               
Casualty and Liability Costs (5050) -                       -                       -                       673                  673                  
Taxes (5060) -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       
Purchased Transportation Expenses (5100) 49,189            -                       -                       -                       49,189            
Miscellaneous Expenses (5090) -                       315                  11                    948                  1,274               

Total System Expenses 54,242$          17,313$          7,860$            35,838$          115,253$        
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Reconciling Items (FY 24-25)

Amount

Interest Expenses (5210) -$                        
Operating Lease Expenses (5220) -                          
Capital Leases (5230) -                          
Related Parties Lease Agreements (5240) -                          
Voluntary Non-Exchange Transactions (5250) -                          
Depreciation (5260)

Depreciation of Publicly-Funded Assets (5260.01) 4,477,029          

Total Depreciation (5260) 4,477,029          

Amortization of Intangibles (5270) -                          
Extraordinary and Special Items (5280) -                          
Other Reconciling Items (5290)

Medical Assistance Transportation Program Expenses (5290.03) -                          
Other Non-Public Transportation Service Expenses (5290.98) -                          

Total Other Reconciling Items (5290) -                          

Total 4,477,029$        

Demand Response Service Type
ADA Related Reconciling Items (5920.00) 1,079,090$        

 19
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Expense Summary (FY 24-25)

Vehicle 
Operation

Vehicle 
Maintenance

Facility 
Maintenance General Admin Totals

Operating Expenses
Operators' Salaries and Wages (5011) 4,795,784$    -$                     -$                     -$                     4,795,784$    
Operators' Paid Absences (5012) 786,302          -                       -                       -                       786,302          
Other Salaries and Wages (5013) 910,046          1,489,588       369,145          1,481,715       4,250,494       
Other Paid Absences (5014) 165,442          355,019          58,720            378,954          958,135          
Fringe Benefits (5015) 2,989,439       614,076          151,929          563,243          4,318,687       
Services (5020) 14,511            62,732            26,524            1,567,926       1,671,693       
Fuel and Lubricants (5031) 635,724          25,307            -                       -                       661,031          
Tires and Tubes (5032) 79,461            1,688              -                       -                       81,149            
Other Materials and Supplies (5039) 1,203              436,741          171,984          174,636          784,564          
Utilities (5040) -                       -                       -                       399,426          399,426          
Casualty and Liability Costs (5050) -                       -                       -                       396,129          396,129          
Taxes (5060) -                       -                       -                       -                       -                       
Purchased Transportation Expenses (5100) 2,160,806       -                       -                       -                       2,160,806       
Miscellaneous Expenses (5090) 63,041            34,544            11                    198,968          296,564          
Applied -                       
Non Applied 4,477,029       

Total System Expenses 12,601,759$  3,019,695$    778,313$        5,160,997$    26,037,793$  
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Revenues (FY 24-25)

Service Mode: Bus (MB)

Bus (MB) 
Directly 

Operated Total

Passenger Fares (4110)
Passenger-Paid Fares (4111)

Full Passenger Fare Payment (4111.99) 4,175,121$     4,175,121$     

Total Passenger-Paid Fares (4111) 4,175,121       4,175,121       

Organization-Paid Fares (4112)
Other Funding Sources (4112.99) 2,560,684       2,560,684       

Total Organization-Paid Fares (4112) 2,560,684       2,560,684       

Totals Passenger Fares (4110) 6,735,805$     6,735,805$     

 21
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Revenues (FY 24-25)

Service Mode: Demand Response (DR)

Demand 
Response (DR) 

Directly 
Operated Total

Passenger Fares (4110)
Passenger-Paid Fares (4111)

Senior Shared Ride Program Copayments (4111.01) 21,640$          21,640$          
Persons with Disabilities Program Copayments (4111.02) -                        -                        
ADA Complementary Paratransit Fares (4111.03) 62,834             62,834             
All Other Program Copayments (4111.04) -                        -                        
Full Passenger Fare Payment (4111.99) 61,320             61,320             

Total Passenger-Paid Fares (4111) 145,794          145,794          

Organization-Paid Fares (4112)
Senior Shared Ride Program Funding (4112.01) 147,661          147,661          
Persons with Disabilities Program Funding (4112.02) -                        -                        
Senior Shared Ride Program Sponsors (4112.07) -                        -                        
Medical Assistance Transportation Program Funding (4112.08) -                        -                        
Medical Assistance Transportation Program Senior Shared 
   Ride Program Sponsorship (4112.09) -                        -                        
Other Funding Sources (4112.99) -                        -                        

Total Organization-Paid Fares (4112) 147,661          147,661          

Totals Passenger Fares (4110) 293,455$        293,455$        
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Other Revenues (FY 24-25)

Other Forms of Revenue

Park-and-Ride Parking Revenue (4120) -$                     
Non-Public Transportation Revenues (4130)

Medical Assistance Transportation Program Funding (4130.03) -                        
Other Non-Public Transportation Service Revenues (4130.99) -                        

Total Non-Public Transportation Revenues (4130) -                        

Advertising Revenues (4141) 172,547          
Concessions (4142) -                        
Other Auxiliary Transportation Revenues (4149) -                        
Other Agency Revenues (4150) 955,055          
Revenues Accrued through a Purchased Transportation Agreement (4160) -                        
Subsidy from Other Sectors of Operations (4170) -                        
Extraordinary and Special Items (4180) -                        
Total Recoveries (4190) -                        
Contributed Services (4610) -                        
Voluntary Non-Exchange Transactions (4620) -                        
Sales and Disposals of Assets (4630)

Sales and Disposals of Publicly-Funded Assets (4630.01) -                        

Total Sales and Disposals of Assets (4630) -                        

Transportation Development Credits (4640) -                        

Total Other Funds 1,127,602$     

 23

SI-2 



Revenue Summary (FY 24-25)

Passenger Fares (4110)
Passenger-Paid Fares (4111)

Senior Shared Ride Program Copayments (4111.01) 21,640$          
Persons with Disabilities Program Copayments (4111.02) -                        
ADA Complementary Paratransit Fares (4111.03) 62,834             
All Other Program Copayments (4111.04) -                        
Full Passenger Fare Payment (4111.99) 4,236,441       

Total Passenger-Paid Fares (4111) 4,320,915       

Organization-Paid Fares (4112)
Senior Shared Ride Program Funding (4112.01) 147,661          
Persons with Disabilities Program Funding (4112.02) -                        
Senior Shared Ride Program Sponsors (4112.07) -                        
Medical Assistance Transportation Program Funding (4112.08) -                        
Medical Assistance Transportation Program Senior Shared Ride Program 
Sponsorship (4112.09) -                        
Other Funding Sources (4112.99) 2,560,684       

Total Organization-Paid Fares (4112) 2,708,345       

Other Forms of Revenue 1,127,602       

Total 8,156,862$     
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Operations Subsidies (FY 24-25)

Service Mode: Bus (MB)

Federal Subsidy
Section 5307 - FTA Urbanized Area Formula Program Funds (4500.02) 3,138,496$     

Total Federal Subsidy 3,138,496       

State Subsidy
Section 1513 Funding (4420.01) 6,241,236       

Total State Subsidy 6,241,236       

Local Subsidy
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 775,101          

Total Local Subsidy 775,101          

Grand Total Subsidies 10,154,833$  

Service Mode: Demand Response (DR)

Federal Subsidy
Section 5307 - FTA Urbanized Area Program Funds (4500.02) 955,709$        

Total Federal Subsidy 955,709          

State Subsidy
Section 1513 Funding (4420.01) 2,142,270       

Total State Subsidy 2,142,270       

Local Subsidy
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 35,837             

Total Local Subsidy 35,837             

Grand Total Subsidies 3,133,816$     

Service Mode: Vanpool

Federal Subsidy
Section 5307 - FTA Urbanized Area Program Funds (4500.02) 33,986$          

Total Federal Subsidy 33,986             

State Subsidy
Section 1513 Funding (4420.01) 78,900             

Total State Subsidy 78,900             

Local Subsidy
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 2,367               

Total Local Subsidy 2,367               

Grand Total Subsidies 115,253$        
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Capital Subsidies (FY 24-25)

Service Mode: Bus (MB)

Federal Subsidy -$                     

Total Federal Subsidy -                        

State Subsidy
Section 1514 Funding (4420.02) 1,319,245       
Other State Transportation Funds (4420.99) -                        

Total State Subsidy 1,319,245       

Local Subsidy
Section 1514 Funding Local Match (4310.02) 44,267             
Other Local Government Funds (4310.99) -                        

Total Local Subsidy 44,267             

Grand Total Subsidies 1,363,512$     

Service Mode: Demand Response (DR)

Federal Subsidy -$                     

Total Federal Subsidy -                        

State Subsidy
Section 1514 Funding (4420.02) -                        
Section 1516 Funding (4420.03) 7,364               

Total State Subsidy 7,364               

Local Subsidy
Section 1514 Funding Local Match (4310.02) -                        
Other Local Government Funds (4310.99) -                        

Total Local Subsidy -                        

Grand Total Subsidies 7,364$             
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Local Match Provided (FY 24-25)

Contributor: Bellefonte Borough
Date of Final Payment: 4/23/2025
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 30,370$          
(4420.01) 7,592              

Totals 37,962$          

Contributor: Benner Township
Date of Final Payment: 4/11/2025
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 6,188$             
(4420.01) 839                 

Totals 7,027$             

Contributor: State College Borough
Date of Final Payment: 4/14/2025
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 302,290$        
(4420.01) 34,018            

Totals 336,308$        

Contributor: College Township
Date of Final Payment: 4/24/2025
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 72,952$          
(4420.01) 8,316              

Totals 81,268$          

Contributor: Ferguson Township
Date of Final Payment: 4/14/2025
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 140,302$        
(4420.01) 15,876            

Totals 156,178$        

Contributor: Harris Township
Date of Final Payment: 4/14/2025
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 42,478$          
(4420.01) 4,536              

Totals 47,014$          

Contributor: Patton Township
Date of Final Payment: 4/23/2025
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 113,656$        
(4420.01) 12,852            

Totals 126,508$        

Contributor: The Pennsylvania State University
Date of Final Payment: 6/03/2025
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 190,405$        
(4420.01) 24,401            

Totals 214,806$        

Contributor: All Contributors Total
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 898,641$        
(4420.01) 108,430         

Totals 1,007,071$     
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Carryover (FY 24-25)

Funds Available at Fiscal Year Start
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 511,724$        
Section 1513 Funding (4420.01) 27,040,220     

Adjustments to Funds Available
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) -                        
Section 1513 Funding (4420.01) -                        

Funds Received During Fiscal Year
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 1,007,071       
Section 1513 Funding (4420.01) 11,025,660     

Funds Expended During Fiscal Year:

Operations
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 813,305          
Section 1513 Funding (4420.01) 8,462,406       

Capital
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 44,267             
Section 1513 Funding (4420.01) -                        

Interest Earned on Funds as of Fiscal Year End
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) -                        
Section 1513 Funding (4420.01) 7,213               

Funds Available at Fiscal Year End
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 661,223          
Section 1513 Funding (4420.01) 29,610,687$  

Reserve % of Public Transportation Operating Expenses
Section 1513 Funding Local Match (4310.01) 3%
Section 1513 Funding (4420.01) 114%
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Federal
Assistance Pass-Through

Listing Grantor's Federal Passed Through
Federal Grantor / Pass-Through Grantor / Program or Cluster Title Number (ALN) Number Expenditures to Subrecipients

U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration:
Federal Transit Cluster:

Federal Transit Formula Grants (Urbanized Area Formula Program) 20.507 PA-2023-049-00 2,632,739$           -$                             
Federal Transit Formula Grants (Urbanized Area Formula Program) 20.507 PA-2023-059-00 1,290,452             -                               
Federal Transit Formula Grants (Urbanized Area Formula Program) 20.507 PA-2024-016-01-00 205,000                 -                               

Total Federal Transit Cluster and total ALN 20.507 4,128,191             -                               

Total Expenditures of Federal Awards 4,128,191$           -$                             

CENTRE AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS

YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2025

 See accompanying notes to schedule of expenditures of federal awards.
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CENTRE AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

NOTES TO SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AWARDS 

YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2025

30

1. Basis of Presentation

The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards (Schedule) includes the 
federal award activity of the Centre Area Transportation Authority (Authority) under 
programs of the federal government for the year ended June 30, 2025.  The information in 
this Schedule is presented in accordance with the requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and 
Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance).  Because the Schedule presents 
only a selected portion of the operations of the Authority, it is not intended to and does not 
present the financial position, changes in net position, or cash flows of the Authority.

2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Expenditures reported on the Schedule are reported on the accrual basis of accounting. 
Such expenditures are recognized following the cost principles contained in the Uniform 
Guidance, wherein certain types of expenditures are not allowable or are limited as to 
reimbursement. The Authority has elected to not use the 10 percent de minimis indirect 
cost rate as allowed under the Uniform Guidance.
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Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on 
Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in 

Accordance with Government Auditing Standards

Board of Directors
Centre Area Transportation Authority

We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial 
statements of Centre Area Transportation Authority (Authority), as of and for the year ended 
June 30, 2025, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the 
Authority’s basic financial statements, and have issued our report thereon dated January 26, 
2026.

Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting 

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the Authority’s 
internal control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on the financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the Authority’s internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the Authority’s internal control.

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to 
prevent, or detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a 
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable 
possibility that a material misstatement of the entity’s financial statements will not be prevented, 
or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a 
combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, yet 
important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance.

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph 
of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be 
material weaknesses or significant deficiencies and therefore, material weaknesses or significant 
deficiencies may exist that were not identified. Given these limitations, during our audit we did 
not identify any deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. We 
identified certain deficiencies in internal control, described in the accompanying schedule of 
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findings and questioned costs as items 2025-001 and 2025-002 that we consider to be significant 
deficiencies.

Report on Compliance and Other Matters 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Authority’s financial statements 
are free from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which 
could have a direct and material effect on the financial statements. However, providing an 
opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, 
we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of 
noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing 
Standards.

The Authority’s Response to Findings

Government Auditing Standards requires the auditor to perform limited procedures on the 
Authority’s response to the findings identified in our audit and described in the accompanying 
schedule of findings and questioned costs. The Authority’s response was not subjected to the 
other auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statements and, accordingly, we 
express no opinion on the response.

Purpose of this Report

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of 
the entity’s internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed 
in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the entity’s internal control 
and compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose.

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
January 26, 2026

Maher Duessel 
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Independent Auditor’s Report on Compliance for Each Major Program and on
Internal Control over Compliance Required by the Uniform Guidance

Board of Directors
Centre Area Transportation Authority

Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program

Opinion on Each Major Federal Program

We have audited the Centre Area Transportation Authority’s (Authority) compliance with the 
types of compliance requirements identified as subject to audit in the OMB Compliance 
Supplement that could have a direct and material effect on each of the Authority’s major federal 
programs for the year ended June 30, 2025. The Authority’s major federal programs are identified 
in the summary of auditor’s results section of the accompanying schedule of findings and 
questioned costs.

In our opinion, the Authority complied, in all material respects, with the types of compliance 
requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on each of its major 
federal programs for the year ended June 30, 2025.

Basis for Opinion on Each Major Federal Program

We conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted 
in the United States of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and the 
audit requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative 
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance). 
Our responsibilities under those standards and the Uniform Guidance are further described in 
the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section of our report.

We are required to be independent of the Authority and to meet our other ethical responsibilities 
in accordance with relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the audit 
evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion on 
compliance for each major federal program. Our audit does not provide a legal determination of 
the Authority’s compliance with the compliance requirements referred to above.
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Responsibilities of Management for Compliance

Management is responsible for compliance with the requirements referred to above and for the 
design, implementation, and maintenance of effective internal control over compliance with the 
requirements of laws, statutes, regulations, rules, and provisions of contracts or grant 
agreements applicable to the Authority’s federal programs.

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether material noncompliance with 
the compliance requirements referred to above occurred, whether due to fraud or error, and 
express an opinion on the Authority’s compliance based on our audit. Reasonable assurance is a 
high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an 
audit conducted in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing 
Standards, and the Uniform Guidance will always detect material noncompliance when it exists. 
The risk of not detecting material noncompliance resulting from fraud is higher than for that 
resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, 
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Noncompliance with the compliance 
requirements referred to above is considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, 
individually or in the aggregate, it would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user of 
the report on compliance about the Authority’s compliance with the requirements of each major 
federal program as a whole.

In performing an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Government 
Auditing Standards, and the Uniform Guidance, we:

Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the 
audit.
Identify and assess the risks of material noncompliance, whether due to fraud or error, 
and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures 
include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the Authority’s compliance with 
the compliance requirements referred to above and performing such other procedures 
as we considered necessary in the circumstances.
Obtain an understanding of the Authority’s internal control over compliance relevant to 
the audit in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances 
and to test and report on internal control over compliance in accordance with the 
Uniform Guidance, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the Authority’s internal control over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is 
expressed.
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We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other 
matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit and any significant deficiencies and material 
weaknesses in internal control over compliance that we identified during the audit.

Report on Internal Control over Compliance

A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control 
over compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing 
their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of 
compliance requirement of a federal program on a timely basis. A material weakness in internal 
control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control over 
compliance, such that there is a reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a type 
of compliance requirement of a federal program will not be prevented, or detected and 
corrected, on a timely basis. A significant deficiency in internal control over compliance is a 
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance with a type of 
compliance requirement of a federal program that is less severe than a material weakness in 
internal control over compliance, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with 
governance.

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in 
the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section above and was not designed to 
identify all deficiencies in internal control over compliance that might be material weaknesses or 
significant deficiencies in internal control over compliance. Given these limitations, during our 
audit we did not identify any deficiencies in internal control over compliance that we consider to 
be material weaknesses, as defined above. However, material weaknesses or significant 
deficiencies in internal control over compliance may exist that were not identified.

Our audit was not designed for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of 
internal control over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed.

The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of 
our testing of internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the 
requirements of the Uniform Guidance. Accordingly, this report is not suitable for any other 
purpose.

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
January 26, 2026

Maher Duessel 
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I. Summary of Audit Results

1. Type of auditor’s report issued:  Unmodified, prepared in accordance with Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles        

2. Internal control over financial reporting:

Material weakness(es) identified?  yes no
Significant deficiencies identified that are not considered to be material weakness(es)?

yes none reported

3. Noncompliance material to financial statements noted? yes no

4. Internal control over major programs:

Material weakness(es) identified? yes no
Significant deficiencies identified that are not considered to be material weakness(es)? 

yes none reported

5. Type of auditor’s report issued on compliance for major programs: Unmodified

6. Any audit findings disclosed that are required to be reported in accordance with 2 CFR 
Section 200.516(a)? yes no

7. Major Programs:

Federal ALN(s) Name of Federal Program or Cluster
20.507 Federal Transit Cluster (Urbanized Area Formula 

Program)

8. Dollar threshold used to distinguish between type A and type B programs: $750,000

9. Auditee qualified as low risk auditee? yes no

II. Findings related to the financial statements which are required to be reported in accordance 
with GAGAS.
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Finding 2025-001 – Internal Controls over Bank Reconciliations

Condition: Centre Area Transportation Authority (Authority) did not follow procedures to 
ensure bank reconciliations were completed and reviewed on an ongoing and timely basis 
during the year and for year-end closing. Once provided, there was no documented 
approval of the reconciliation by someone independent of the receipts and disbursement 
process. 

Criteria: Timely and accurate bank reconciliations are an important internal control that can
detect unauthorized or erroneous transactions. This requires account activity to be 
recorded on an ongoing basis as well as the timely reconciliation of cash and an 
independent review and approval of the reconciliation. 

Cause: The Authority did not follow their policies and procedures as a result of staff 
turnover. 

Effect: The lack of timely preparation and independent review of bank reconciliations 
increases the risk that errors or irregularities in cash activity, including unauthorized 
disbursements or misposted receipts, may not be detected and corrected on a timely basis, 
which could result in misstatements of cash and related accounts and may adversely affect 
financial decisions made by management and those charged with governance.

Recommendation: We recommend in order to ensure that bank activity is appropriate and 
recorded correctly, the Authority should be completing bank reconciliations each month 
and the reconciled book balance should be compared to the general ledger and any 
differences should be resolved immediately.  In addition, the Authority should ensure 
reconciliations are reviewed by an independent individual, and that this review be 
documented. 

Views of Responsible Official and Planned Corrective Action: Management agrees with the 
finding.  See separate Corrective Action Plan.  

Finding 2025-002 – Internal Controls over Capital Assets

Condition: The Authority did not follow procedures to ensure capital asset supporting 
schedule reconciliations were completed and reviewed on an ongoing basis during the year 
and for year-end closing. As a result, additions and deletions recorded on the general ledger 
were not properly reflected on the supporting detail.
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Criteria: A strong internal control structure over capital assets is important in order to 
ensure capital asset additions, deletions, and transfers are accurately recorded in both the 
general ledger and the supporting capital asset schedules. The supporting schedules should 
be reconciled regularly to the general ledger to ensure completeness, accuracy, and 
agreement of balances, and capital assets should be depreciated in a systematic and 
rational manner over their estimated useful lives, based on cost and placed in service dates, 
as reflected in the supporting schedules. 

Cause: The Authority did not follow their policies and procedures to reconcile the capital 
asset supporting schedules to the general ledger capital asset accounts.  

Effect: As the capital asset supporting schedules are not accurately and timely updated to 
agree to the general ledger, certain capital asset items are overstated or understated, and 
disposals may remain on the books after assets are removed from service. Additionally, 
depreciation expense and accumulated depreciation may be misstated, as items were
depreciated incorrectly, not depreciated at all, or continue to be depreciated after disposal. 

Recommendation: We recommend the Authority follow their documented policies and 
procedures to ensure that all capital asset additions, deletions, and transfers are recorded 
timely in both the general ledger and capital asset supporting schedules. Additionally, the 
Authority should perform periodic reconciliations between the general ledger capital asset 
accounts and the capital asset supporting schedules, with any differences being resolved 
immediately, and the reconciliation contain evidence of review and approval by an 
appropriate level of management. 

Views of Responsible Official and Planned Corrective Action: Management agrees with the 
finding.  See separate Corrective Action Plan.  

III. Findings and questioned costs for federal awards

No matters were reported.
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NONE
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Date: December 17, 2025 

Subject: Corrective Action Plan – Schedule of Findings 

Finding 2025 – 001 – Internal Control over Bank Reconciliations 

Condition: Centre Area Transportation Authority (Authority) did not follow procedures to 
ensure bank reconciliations were completed and reviewed on an ongoing and timely basis 
during the year and for the year-end closing. Once provided, there was no documented 
approval of the reconciliation by someone independent of the receipts and disbursements 
process. 

Corrective Action – Monthly bank reconciliations have now been assigned to the department's Staff Accountant.  
Reconciliations will be completed by the 10th workday following the receipt of the end-of-the-month bank statements. 
The reconciliations will be reviewed by the Accounting Supervisor, and this review will be documented within the 
reconciliation files.  

Finding 2025 – 002 – Internal Controls over Capital Assets 

Condition: The Authority did not follow procedures to ensure capital asset supporting 
schedule reconciliations were completed and reviewed on an ongoing basis during the year 
and for year-end closing. As a result, additions and deletions recorded on the general ledger 
were not properly reflected on the supporting detail. 

Corrective Action – The accounting department is currently conducting a 100% review of all capital assets and 
comparing them to the corresponding general ledger account.  The fixed asset module and the general ledger 
will be reviewed to ensure they are in balance. Moving forward, this review will be conducted on an ongoing 
basis to ensure all additions and deletions are properly recorded.  The fixed asset listing will be compared 
annually to the physical fixed asset inventory to ensure accuracy.

Bruce Donovan 
Director of Finance/Board Treasurer 
Bruce Donovan

f /
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Excerpt from article appearing in 2/24/2026 edition of PML’s Municipal Reporter 

Data Centers and Gas-Fired Power Plants: A Dangerous 
Combination SUBMITTED BY BRIGITTE MEYER AND DONNA KOHUT, PENN FUTURE 

Why Municipalities Must Plan for Data Center Development  

It is understandable that, upon hearing about the potential impacts of data centers, 
municipalities may be interested in banning or “zoning out” these uses. However, 
Pennsylvania municipalities cannot do this.  

The authority to enact zoning rules does not extend to “arbitrary, unnecessary, or 
unreasonable intermeddling with the private ownership of property,” and while it is 
fundamentally reasonable for a zoning ordinance to allocate different types of activities to 
different locations in the community, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court has held that zoning 
ordinances that totally prohibit a legitimate use from an entire community are almost 
always unconstitutionally unreasonable. Thus, with very few exceptions, every municipality 
in Pennsylvania must provide for the possibility of every legitimate land use somewhere 
within its borders and cannot impose restrictions that make any use effectively impossible 
to build.  

A landowner or developer may bring a legal challenge against an exclusionary ordinance 
(called a substantive validity challenge), and if that challenge is successful, the ordinance 
will be declared invalid and struck down. More importantly, the successful challenger is 
generally entitled to build the “excluded” use at their chosen location, regardless of how 
that property is zoned. This means that, if a data center developer that owns property in a 
residential zoning district and wins a substantive validity challenge, it must be permitted to 
develop its property for a data center, even if it is not compatible with the surrounding 
residential uses.  

While this does not equate to carte blanche for a developer to build whatever it wants, it 
does mean that the municipality no longer controls where the use can be located. 

What Should Municipalities Do?  

The threat of a substantive validity challenge is not just theoretical. Data center 
development is moving with extraordinary speed and is well-funded, placing enormous 
pressure on municipalities, some of whom are being caught unawares. Consequently, 
many municipalities that are in data center developers’ crosshairs lack zoning ordinances 
addressing this use. This is a recipe for validity challenges, and data center developers 
have already used them, or the threat of them, to intimidate municipalities across the 
state. To eliminate this threat, and to regain control over data center development, 
municipalities must act quickly to adopt ordinances that address this use.  
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There are two options for a municipality. The first is through the standard process for 
amending a zoning ordinance. The second is to use what is known as the municipal 
“curative amendment” process.  

Under the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, the curative amendment process 
gives the municipality some breathing room to fix the problem without the threat of a legal 
challenge. To start the process, a municipality must take official action to declare its own 
ordinance invalid and adopt a resolution identifying the deficiencies. Then the municipality 
may take up to six months to adopt an amendment to “cure” the problem (hence the name 
“curative” amendment), during which period it does not have to entertain any substantive 
validity challenge based on the same ordinance defect identified in the resolution.  

The catch is that a municipality cannot trigger this process after a validity challenge is filed, 
and it is only allowed to use it once every three years. Therefore, municipalities must 
choose when to exercise this option wisely.  

What Should Data Center Ordinances Include?  

There are several things municipalities should consider when crafting an ordinance to 
ensure it will be effective.  

Definitions  

First and foremost, the municipality must decide how a “data center” will be defined for 
purposes of the zoning ordinance. When doing this, it is useful to remember that the 
purpose of a zoning ordinance definition is not to provide an encyclopedic description of a 
use, but to identify the essential . . . Zoning, Water & Energy Usage, and PA Case Studies 34 
description of a use, but to identify the essential characteristics that distinguish that use 
from other uses so that it is clear which zoning regulations apply to it.  

Other issues that municipalities should consider when crafting definitions include: 

• Whether facilities that include multiple data center buildings warrant unique 
regulations such that a “data center campus” or similar use should be separately 
defined;  

• Whether similar uses like cryptocurrency (bitcoin) mining should be included 
within the definition of a data center.  

Although these two uses are substantially different from a computing perspective, the 
characteristics that are relevant to zoning (size, water and septic needs, traffic and noise 
generated, etc.) may be similar enough that they can be considered the same use for 
zoning purposes. PennFuture has developed a Model Ordinance for Data Centers that 
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includes a helpful core definition as well as language addressing many of the important 
considerations set forth herein.  

Power Generation  

In crafting an ordinance, a municipality also must consider whether common secondary 
components of a data center like electrical substations, cooling towers, water towers, 
security buildings, wastewater treatment facilities, or on-site power generation facilities 
(whether gas, solar, wind, or nuclear) will be treated as a component of the data center or 
will be separately defined and regulated.  

The most significant of these potential “secondary” components is power generation, 
which may not be secondary at all. While data centers generally prefer to connect to and 
draw power from the grid, where this is not feasible, some may look to generate power 
onsite. Data centers require very large amounts of power, so the potential exists for 
sizeable power generation facilities if this is to be used as the data center’s main power 
source. 

Because Pennsylvania decisionmakers are actively promoting and smoothing the way for 
developing gas-fired power plants, we’re primarily seeing this as the leading on-site power 
generation. Given that power generation facilities bring a separate set of land use concerns 
that may not fully align with the concerns related to a data center use, municipalities would 
be best served by drafting separate ordinance provisions governing these uses rather than 
treating them as simply accessories to a data center. 

 Location  

There is no one-size-fits-all approach to deciding where to permit data centers—each 
municipality must take into consideration numerous factors such as available land, the 
character of different areas of their community, and environmental constraints. In addition, 
municipalities would do well to take into consideration the fact that developers choose a 
location for a data center based upon access to power infrastructure.  

Data centers can use hundreds of megawatts of electricity, and they typically look for 
properties that will allow them to easily connect to high-voltage power lines to get that 
power. It is unlikely that existing zoning districts are organized around electricity 
infrastructure, so sites with appropriate power access may be located in only a portion of a 
certain base district or scattered among several.  

An overlay district may be a useful tool to address this use. An overlay district is a zoning 
district that layers on top of all or part of one or more of a municipality’s underlying zoning 
districts and imposes different zoning rules in the area it covers. The overlay district rules 
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may replace some or all of the rules applicable in the underlying district, supplement those 
rules, or create an optional, alternative set of rules that a landowner may choose to 
develop under. By employing an overlay district, a municipality can target these sites with 
access to power—or the subset of them that also has additional suitable characteristics— 
for data center development without having to include inappropriate sites simply because 
they are in the same underlying zoning district. Overlay districts may also allow 
municipalities to keep data centers away from sensitive residential or environmental areas 
within their boundaries.  

Type of Zoning Approval  

Requiring conditional use or special exception approval, rather than allowing the use by 
right, is likely the best choice for data centers in most locations due to the use’s potential 
for creating significant community and environmental impacts and the relative newness 
and unfamiliarity of the industry.  

By-right or permitted uses can be reviewed and approved by a municipality’s zoning officer 
without the involvement of any other local body or the public. If a proposal complies with 
the zoning ordinance, the zoning officer must approve it as-is, without additional 
conditions.  

Conditional uses and special exceptions require a public hearing to determine whether the 
proposed use complies with the zoning ordinance. At this hearing, the applicant must 
present evidence of compliance, and certain members of the public are entitled to 
question an applicant’s witnesses and to introduce their own evidence with respect to the 
proposal. The decision-making body may impose additional conditions to approval that go 
beyond the requirements in the zoning ordinance if evidence presented at the hearing gives 
them reason to believe that such conditions are necessary to protect the public health, 
safety, and welfare.  

Additional Standards  

An effective data center ordinance will address the top-level concerns with most data 
centers including power usage, water consumption, and noise.  

Power Usage 

Data centers’ power consumption and its effect on other customers’ electricity 
rates is among most Pennsylvanians’ top concerns when it comes to data centers. 
However, this is a concern that municipalities have very little power to address, 
especially when the power is not generated on-site. Regulation of the electric grid 
and energy prices occurs at the state level or higher, and municipalities are 
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prohibited from regulating when and where an electricity user is permitted to 
connect to the grid, how much energy it uses, or the cost of electricity.  

Water Withdrawals  

The main use of water in data centers is for cooling servers and other digital 
infrastructure to prevent overheating and loss of function. How much water any 
given data center uses will depend on the size of the facility, the type of equipment it 
houses (for example, AI processors generate more heat than non-AI processors), the 
type of cooling system employed, and climate. Water usage can range from 
amounts comparable to a small office building to many hundreds of thousands or 
even millions of gallons per day. 

It is worth noting that this is only considering the impacts from the data center 
cooling itself. On-site fracked gas power generation could more than double the 
impact. Consequently, municipalities should consider ordinance provisions that 
require developers to demonstrate that these withdrawals will not adversely impact 
existing wells, surface waters, or groundwater resources. 

Where the data center will be served by a public water utility, this can likely be 
accomplished by requiring the developer to provide a “will-serve” letter from the 
utility verifying that it can supply enough water to meet the data center’s 
requirements. Where a data center intends to use non-public water sources, 
municipalities should require that developers submit a study providing information 
about the anticipated water withdrawals, how that need will be met, and what 
impact, if any, the water withdrawals will have on nearby water resources.  

Municipalities should also be aware of state and other regulations relating to water 
withdrawals, and, in some cases, the lack thereof. Municipalities should be aware 
that DEP does not regulate private wells in the way one might think. Once a well is 
drilled, DEP does not issue permits, impose limits on how much water can be 
withdrawn, or monitor impacts on surrounding wells or surface waters. Therefore, 
municipalities cannot assume that issues with water withdrawals will be caught and 
remedied by DEP.  

Municipalities should also be aware that water withdrawals above a certain 
threshold may be regulated by an interstate river basin commission, preempting 
local regulation.  

A Path Forward for Municipalities  
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Excerpt from article appearing in 2/24/2026 edition of PML’s Municipal Reporter 

Municipalities may not be able to stop data center development outright, but our 
local government has significant authority to regulate data centers to mitigate the 
impact of these facilities and accompanying gas-fired power plants on local 
residents, the character of the community, and the environment. Utilizing the 
considerations outlined above, we encourage municipalities to step up and chart 
their own path forward for the health of their local economy and community.  

 

 

Donna Kohut - As the Policy Manager for Sustainable Economics, Donna leads 
PennFuture’s cross-cutting work related to connecting clean air, clean water, and 
climate progress with economic growth and community development. She engages 
across PennFuture’s statewide campaigns, working with those teams on tactics, 
policies, content creation, and other tactics to advance sustainable development as 
a core environmental indicator in Pennsylvania.  

Brigitte Meyer - Brigitte is a Staff Attorney in PennFuture’s Pocono Office. Brigitte’s 
work focuses on water quality and watershed protection, special protection waters, 
and stormwater management. Prior to joining PennFuture, Brigitte was an Associate 
Attorney at Siana Law in Chester Springs, Pennsylvania, where her work focused on 
municipal and land use law. Brigitte currently also serves as Tobyhanna Township 
Supervisor in Monroe County. 
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2026Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.
D-10132 In-line Inspection (ILI) Project

Project Scope of Work
To allow the inspection tool to travel through the pipeline in one continuous run,
Columbia Gas will complete the following work:

Phase I: Replace select pipeline fittings along the pipeline to ensure the inspection
tool can traverse the system. This includes upgrading sharp bends to wider-radius
bends. Columbia Gas will also complete station improvements at its site known as
Pleasant Gap Point-of-Delivery (POD) located along Weaver Hill Road in Bellefonte,
PA, which will allow the inspection tool to be placed into the pipeline.

Phase II: Upgrade approximately 5,200 linear feet of existing 8-inch pipeline to
new 12-inch pipeline in the fields near Mount Nittany Medical Center. Columbia Gas
will also complete station improvements at its site known as Porter Road Regulator
Station along Porter Road in State College, PA, which will allow the inspection tool
to exit the pipeline.

Phase III: Once the Phase I and Phase II improvements are complete, the entire
pipeline will have a consistent diameter, enabling the inspection tool to travel the full
length in a single, uninterrupted pass. The inspection itself will take place during
Phase III.

Restoration and Construction
Any disturbed areas will be restored to pre-project conditions once work is

complete. Roads, sidewalks, and other rights-of-way will be restored in accordance
with local permits and municipal ordinances.

Construction will be performed by a Columbia Gas contractor.

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. is
retrofitting a natural gas pipeline in State
College, PA.

This multi-phase project will enable Columbia
Gas to use an in-line inspection (ILI) tool that
travels inside the pipeline to detect issues
such as corrosion or damage. By identifying
potential problems early, Columbia Gas can
maintain system integrity and ensure
dependable service for its customers.
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2026

Project Map

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.
D-10132 In-line Inspection (ILI) Project

Phase I: Spring 2026 through Fall 2026
Phase II: Spring 2027 through Fall 2027
Phase III: Spring 2028
Project completion: Fall 2028

*Tentative. Project duration may be impacted by
weather and/or unforeseen construction impediments
in existing ground conditions.

Project Schedule* Work Hours and Traffic Impact
Work Hours: 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Work Days: Monday through Saturday.
Sunday work may occur if needed.

Traffic Safety: Traffic control measures,
such as lane closures and detours, will be
in place during work hours.
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